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INTRODUCTION. 



A T- ai time like the prefent, - vhcn Eu- 
- ^ rope is diftrafted with wars and tu- 
mults, it is the unbounded duty of every 
man carefully to confider how he may beft 
defend himfelf and property, his king and 
country. But let none take fuch hafty fteps 
as many unthinking mortals lately did, who 
made their exit on the fatal tree within the 
waHs of otir great Nf ctropolis. 

To fhew the foHy of all fuch ratfli proceed-f 
ings, and difFufe knowledge into the mind, 
is one great defign of this work ; which con- 
tains the fufferings of thofe who have en- 
deavouredtofubvcrt theConftitution, whe- 
ther kings or fubjefts. 

' This 
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This work alfo contains the fufFcrings of 
thofe who have laid down their lives for 
the truth : the lives of our firft Reformers> 
and the firft rife of feveral fefls among the 
Chriftians (as well as Jews and Mahome- 
tans) which cannot fail of giving fatis- 
faftion to thofe who in the prefent day are 
difputing about religious tenets. 

It is an alarming truth that many thou- 
fands of all denominations in this enligh- 
tened age are grofly ignorant ; ignorant of 
both civil and ecclefiaftical hiftory, and 
•yet they will pretend to have a great know- 
ledge of things. They will exclaim bitterly 
againft a king or againft a people, without 
knowing whether they aft according to law 
or not. They will alfo condemn as here- 
tics all thofe who conform to the eftabliftied 
church, or thofe who do not (according to 
what fe6l they pretend to belong) without 
knowing what are the real doftrines of the 
people they defpife. " The impreflion' 
that education and exam^X^ to^Y^ >\^wi 
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young minds, the prejudices of ancient 
tradition; and, above all, the" want of ha- 
ving an opportunity of making a proper 
enquiry, all confpire together to rivet the 
chains of bigotry, to keep the mind in a 
continual ftate of darknefs, by (hutting 
out the light of knowledge, and for mak« 
ing human beings no more than puppets in 
the fcale of the univerfe/' 

When firft I began this work, I had no 
thoughts of making it public, but as it con- 
tains fuch a general account of different na- 
tions and religions, I think it might be of 
great fervice in breaking the chains of bi- 
gotry, and preparing the mind for know- 
ledge ; — it will alfo form an ufeful memo- 
randum for the learned : — for thefc reafons 
only I fend it to the prefs, though I know 
of no other book that contains fo many im- 
portant tranfaftions in fo few pages. If 
any perfon fhould think there is not enough 
faid of all the firft ages of the world, let 



then* fearch the bible, for that is tbe maft 
ancient and authefitic of ^1 hiftories. 

That thofe wha read will endeavour to 
remepjber what they read, and aft as ra^* 
tional creatures is tl^e earneft requeft of 

The Author^ 
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CHAP. L 

From^ the Creation of the World to the Captivity of the 
Jews hy the Babylonians^ including afpace of ^^o^ 
Years. 

IT is now more than five thoufand years 
fince GOD created out father Adam 
and our mother Eve, in perfeft happinefs, 
* and perfe6l holinefs, placed them in the 

B garden 



♦ Their inward ftatc of mind, calm region once, 
And full of peace ; now toft and turbulent. 



6 A SKETCH of CIVIL and 

garden of Eden, and promifed them and 
their pofterity everlafting felicity, if they 
eat not of the forbidden fruit : and it is al- 
moft as long fince they ate the forbidden 
fruit, f whereby they,, and we in them, not 
only forfeited all that felicity we were before 
entitled to, but brought upon ourfelves end- 
lefs punilhment, and .immediate death; 
which muft then have taken place, had not 
our firft parents received that gracious pro- 
mife, that the feed of the Woman fhould 
bruife the ferpent's head ; whereupon the 
firft man was fpared tobeget fonsand daugh- 
ters, and through the Mediator he lived on 
earth, though driven from Paradife, nine 
hundred and thirty years after his creation, 
which was pn the fixth day. 

Methufelah 



+'— her rafh hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the fruit, ihc pluck'd, fhe eat ; 
Earth felt the wound, and nature from her feat, 
Sighing through all her works, gave figns of woe, 
That all was loft* 
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Methufelah was born, A. M, 687, 243 
years before the death of Adam ; lived nine 
hundred and fixty-nine years ; and died, A. 
M, 1656. 

Shem was born, A. M. 1558. In the 
ninety-eighth year of his age, Methufelah 
died, and the flood began, which ends the 
firfl period from the creation, a fpace of 
1655 years complete, or 1656 years cur- 
rent. 

The fecond period began with the flood, 
which continued about a year, and for the 
wickednefs of man deftroyed all flefti, both 
of man and beafl:, except fuch beafl^s as were 
ordered into Noah's ark, and feven perfons 
befides Shem, who died A. M. 2158, being 
fix hundred years old, 

Abraham was born A. M. 2008, about 
one hundred and fifty years before the death 
of Shem. When he was about feven ty 
years old, the promife was made to him, that 
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in his SEED all the families of the eartli 
fliould be bleffed ; which ends the fecond 
period, including a fpace of four hundred 
and twenty-two years. 

The third period began A- M. 2078. A- 
braham lived one hundred and feventy-five 
years, and died A. M. 2183. Ifaac wa^ born 
A. M. 2108, he lived one hundred and eighty 
years, and died A. M. 2288. Jacob was 
born A. M. 2168, before the death of Abra- 
ham fifteen years. Ifrael went down into 
Egypt, with all his houfhold, A. M. 2298. 
He lived one hundred and forty-feven years, 
and died, A. M. 2315. 

Jofephwas born, A. M. 2259, before the . 
death of his father fifty-fix years. He lived 
an hundred and ten years, and faw E- 
phraim's Children of the third generation. 
They moft likely lived a confiderable time 
after the birth of Mofes, and fo could by tra- 
dition, acquaint him of many things that 

had 
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had been done fince the creation. Jofcph 
died A. M. 2369. 

Fifty-nine years after his death, Mofes 
was bom, A. M. 2428, he lived an hundred 
and twenty years, and died A. M. 2548. He 
was eighty years old, when he led Ifrael 
out of Egypt, about thirteen weeks before 
the giving of the Law on mount Sinai, 
which ends the third period,, including a 
fpace of four hundred and thirty years.* 

The fourth period began, A. M. 2508, 
and continued from the giving of the Law 
unto the building of the Temple ; a fpace of 
four hundred and eighty years current, or 
four hundred and feventy-nine years com- 
plete : for it was not at the end, but in the 
fecond month (Zif ) of the four hundred and 
eightieth year, and in the fourth year of 
Solomon's reign,t that the building of the 

temple 



♦ Exoixii. 27. Gal, Li. fj. ' +1 Kings vu 1% 
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temple was begun, which ends the fourth pe- 
riod, a fpace of four hundred and eighty years. 

The fifth period began, A. M. 2988, and 
continued from the beginning of the build- 
ing of the Temple, unto the deftruSion of 
it, and the eighth and laft captivity (before 
Ghrift) of the Jevs, a fpace of four hundred 
and twenty years,* A. M. 3408. 



* Dr. Southwell makes this period to end in the four hun- 
dred and twentieth year. 



CHAP. 
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CHAR 11. 

From the beginning of the laji Jewijh Captivity, to the 
Birth of the MeJJiahy including 526 Years. 

npHE lixth period began, A. M. 3408, 
when the Jews entered upon their laft 
captivity, in the eleventh year of Zedekiah's 
reign,* and were carried away captives tot 
Babylon : this captivity lafled feventy years, 
and ended in the firft year of Cyrus, 3478, 
which is the year in which the fixth period 
ended, according to Mr. Allen's chain of 
fcripture chronology. 

Some chronologers make this period to 
continue feventy-three years longer ; name- 
ly, until the fecond building of the-temple, 
city, and wall of Jerufalem, in the thirty- 

fecond 



♦ Z Chron. xxxvi. from ver. 5 to 12, and ver. 20, 21, 
Jcr. Hi. ver. 5, 6, 12, 13. 
\ 2 Chron. xxxvi. 21, 22, 2^. .Jcr. xrix. 1O5 ^i\dx^N» v^i* 
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fecond year of Artaxerxes or Darius ; but 
it feems improbable, that the fixth period 
fhould continue fo long ; for there was not 
feventy weeks, or four hundred and ninety 
years, from that time to the coming of the 
Meffiah: therefore, it feems probable, that 
it was not in the firft year of that Darius 
who began his reign feventeen years after 
Cyrus had reigned, (as fome account) thir- 
ty-one years, that Daniel received the vi- 
fion of the feventy weeks ; but that Darius 
who reigned in the firft year of Cyrus.* 

After Judah had been in captivity a con- 
fiderable time, Nebuchadnezzar, King of 
Babylon, died, who had reigned about 
twenty months together with his father, and 
forty-three years by himfelf, and was fuc- 
ceeded by his fon Evil-merodach. He being 
murdered, his fon Belftiazzar came to the 

throne 



♦ See an Index at the end of the Quarto Bible, with a 
Margin, printed by the Printers to the Univerlity of 
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throne of Babylon: but he like his grandfa- 
ther Nebuchadnezzar, growing mighty and 
proud, made an impious feaft to a thoufand 
of his lords, and drank wine out of the vef- 
fels that was taken out of the temple at Je- 
rufalem. 

Now Cyrus had befieged the city near two 
years, and while the lords were feafting, he 
took the city, and that night was Belfhaz- 
zar. King of the Chaldeans flain, and Da- 
rius the Median took the kingdom.* This 
Darius was the uncle of Cyrus, and con- 
figned the government to him, as a perfon 
in whom he could confide : therefore the 
firft yiear of Cyrus over the Chaldeans, feems 
the fame as the firft year of Darius, whenf 
Daniel underftood by the prophecy of Jere- 
miah, |( that the feventy years captivity was 
nearly fulfilled, and humbled himfelf before 
his God by fading and prayer ; and while 
he was praying, an angel informed him of 

C the 



• Dan. r. 31. , fDan. ix. i. (| Jcr. xxv. la* 
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. v 

the feventy weeks.* Seventy week^ is juft 
four hundred and ninety days, and each day 
a year in fcripture account.t 

In the firft year of Cyrus over the Perfian 
monarchy, the captivity ended,|| and the 
commandment was made to build the fe- 
cond temple in Jerufalcm, which feems to 
be the time when the feventh period began^ 
A. M. 3478. 

It was many years before the temple was 
Enifhed, on account of the Jews' adverfa* 
ries : _**but the building was afterwards for 
warded by Ezra ; and Nehemiah finifbed the 
tvall of the city in fifty-two days, |j|| about 
feven weeks, f or forty-nine years, (Mr. 
Allen thinks) after the commandment to 

reftore 



♦ Dan. ix. from the 24th vcrfcto the end of the chapter. 

+ Ver. 25, it is faid, " Know therefore and undcrftand, t!^at 
•* from the going forth of the commandmeht to rcftorc 4^^ 
« to build Jcrufalem." 
-Jftiferiil. ♦♦Eziaiv^ 1. 12, |||| Nch. iv, tg, f Dan. £ju«5# 
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reftore and to build ; and fixty-two weeks 
before that week wherein the MeflTiah was 
cut off. In the beginning of the laft, -or 
fevcntieth week, * the Mefliah entered upon 
his prophetical office j and in the latter part 
of the week he caufed the oblation to ceafe, 
by the facrifice of himfelf. The oblation 
did not ceafe at his birth ; for he conformed 
to the law, thereby making Ifrael to fee the 
difference between the Heathens and them^ 
felves, and it was alfo typical of the^ Mef- 
Cah's death. 

TTie Perfian monarchy continued about 
onie hundred and thirty years, and ended 
when Ale:?iander the Great overcame t)a- 
rius, the laft of the Perfian Kings : theft 
the Grecian monarchy began. 

Alexander was a powerful monarch ; and 
is thought to be that he-goat+ mentioned in 

fcrip- 



♦ Vcr. 27. + Dan viii. 5. 
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fcripture. Fifteen years after his death, 
the Empire was divided into four parts. \\ 
The Grecian monarchy is thought to have 
' lafted about two hundred and ninety years, 
during which time, learning, which was at 
a very low ebb before, began to flourifh, 
(according to a Jewifh author). Indeed, 
fbme have aflerted, .that Scth flu died Aftro- 
my, and fet up two pillars, in remembrance 
of that fcience, one of which was (landing 
in Jofephns's time : Noah waS^ alfo ac* 
quainted with it : Shem taught the art ; 
and fo did Heber, from which came He- 
brew ; Jacob was alfo acquainted with it; 

The firft public fchool was at Naiath of 
Ramah : Samuel taught there. King Jo- 
fiah ordered a fchool in Jerufalem, and fo 
did Jehofhaphat : afterwards public fchools 
flour ifhed or decayed, according to the good 
or bad kings, until the time of Judas the 

Holy. 

i . 1 1 III' ■ ' ■< 

II Dan. viii. 8. 
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Hoiy, who wrote the Milhna at Babylon, 
where there were three principal fchools. 
The Mifhna and the Notgs upon it make 
the Talmud. 

Antigonus taught his fcholars to ferve God 
for love, and not for reward ; upon which, 
his fcholar Sadoc concluded, if there was no 
reward, there was no punifhment, and 
therefore no refurre6lion : from this came 
the Sadducees. 

The Jews date the world from the firft of 
Tifri, which is the latter end of our Septem- 
ber, when all fruit is ripe. Their ecclefia- 
(lical year begins the firft of Abib or Nifan 
(our March), and on the fourteenth the 
Paftbever begins. 

It is thought Ezra purged the Hebrew 
Bible of the errors which, in fuch a feries 
of years had crept into it, divided it into 
chapters and verfes, and made a computa- 
tion 
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tion of all the verfes, words, and let- 
ters in it. Alexjpder Ptolemeiis Philadel- 
phos fbut up feventy Jews to tranflate the 
Bible into Greek, which they did in a prcr- 
per manner, except fuch as they thought 
would not be underftood, and would only 
make difturbance. 

In the year 3874, the famoiis city of 
Jerufalem was befieged^ and after an obfti- 
nate fiege, the city and temple was at laft 
taken by Pompeiy, and became a province 
of the Roman empire, with the liberty 
of being governed by their "own kings, 
near fixty years before the birth of Chrift, 
and a few years before the reign of Ju- 
lius /Caefar. 

After the Grecian monarchy was in a 
great meafure decayed, it was conquered 
by Julius C'^far, and the Roman monarchy 
firmly eftablifhed, partly upon the ruins 
of it. The Roman monarchy is generally 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed to be that *• little horn, which 
•* waxed exceeding gieat toward the 
" fouth. " as is mentioned by the pro- 
phet Danid^ chap. viii. \^er. 9. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

From the Birth of the Mejfiah, to the Fall oj the Roman 
Empire, including a f pace of ^j^ Years. 

/^CTAVIUS Auguftus, the fecond Ro- 
^^ man Emperor reigned about fifty-fix 
years. 

In the forty-fecond year of his reign, 
A.M. 3934, the SEED of the WOMAN, 
of the SEED of ABRAHAM, the de- 
sired of ISRAEL, of the Tribe of 
JUDAH, the promised MESSIAH, 
was born of the Virgin MARY, in 
Beth-lehem of Judea, in the days of Herod 
the King, who rebuilt the temple. 

Herod was placed on the Jewifh throne, 

by the Roman fenate : fo the fcepter did not 

depart from Judah, till Chrift came. The 

Emperor Auguftus would not let Herod's 

fons be called Kings. 
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Herod had been told by the Sanhedrim, 
the council of the Jewifh nation, that a great 
perfon was to be born in Judea ;. and there- 
fore he feared his kingdom would be taken 
from him by the MefTiah ; but to prevent 
fuch a tranfaftion, he fought to flay the 
babe in Beth-lehem, therefore Jofeph and 
Mary, being warned of God in a dream, fled 
into Egypt with the young child, for fear 
of Herod. 

After Herod died, Jofeph was told, by an 
angel, to return unto the land of Ifrael ; but 
when he came thither, he heard that Arche-- 
lauis did reign in Judea, and therefore turn- 
ed afide into the parts of Nazareth in Gali- 
lee'. Archelaus was the fixth fon of Herod 
the Great. For a trifling provocation, he 
ordered three thoufand of the Jews to be 
murdered, white they were worfliipping in 
the temple. 

When Chrifl: was about four vears old, 
the vulgar Chriftian ^ra commetvtt^» vcv. 

D \i0R 



21 A SKETCH OF CIVIL and 

the year of the world, 3938 : fome reckon 
moreyeais than thefe, apd fay, there was. 
but twelve months in the year, of thirty days 
each ; that is but three hundred and fixty 
days in the year, inftead of three hundred 
and fixty-fivfe days and fix hours : fp there 
were five days and a quarter loft every year ; 
which in the courfe of 3938 years, amounts 
to more than fifty-fix years. It might be fo 
?ii the fi'rftages of the world, but in later 
ages, the Jews add the month [veadar]] of 
twenty-nine days, wji^n it is wanted, 9.s..we 
add a day in BifleXtileorLeap-Year, 



Chrift being. ^boiit twelve years old, dif- 
puted in the tewple ;' and was baptised in 
the temple, in the. middle of Daniel's fevenn 
tieth and laft week,* when he was about; 
thirty years of age,t in the fifteenth year of 
the reign of Tiberius, who began his reign 
after Auguftus had reigned fifty-fix years. 

Herod 
' ' ' 1 ' ■ ' I.I 

• Dan, ix. 27, + Luke iii- 23, 
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Herod mentioned in Matt. xiv. 1. was 
the grandfon of Herod the Great : he was 
one of the people called Sadducees : he put 
John the Baptift to death, and alfo Chrift.* 
That Herod mentioned, Afts xii. was the 
fon of Ariftobulus ; he was cut off by a 
fudden and fliocking death. 

Jefus ate his fourth and laft paflTover with 
his difciples, jufl before he was betrayed 
by Judas, condemned by Pilate, and cruci- 
fied on the crofs. Then was the vail of the 
temple rent in twain, and the fun was dark- 
ened for the fpace of three hours. 

Dionyfius, who was at that time in E- 
gypt, ftudying Aftronomy, exclaimed, " Ei- 
" thcr the world is at an end, or the God 
** of nature fuffers." 

^ Here 



* Lukexxiiu li; 
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Here ends the fevf nth period, or Daniel's 
feventy weeks, a fpace of four hundred 
and ninety years, which makes the year of 
the world, 3968, in the thirty-fourth year 
after Chrift's birth. He having fuffered for 
penitent finners, appeared unto many, pro- 
mifed to fend the Holy Ghoft, and like the 
King of Glory, afcended up to heaven, to 
intercede for all his fubjefl:s who believe in 
him. 

The next year, A. D. 35, Saul (after^ 
wards called Paul) got a commifTion from 
the high prieft to perfecute all Chriftians at 
Damafcus. A. D. 45, Paul preached to the 
Gentiles at Antioch* He and the other 
apoftles founded a numiber of churches, 
which chofe paftors and teachers, whom 
the apoftles, or " thofe already ordained 
•* elders" ordained in the churches, " with 
*' laying on of the hands of the prefbetry :"* 

but 

•^1 Tim.iV* \\. 
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but thefe biftiops or paftors had no pretence 
to the *' peculiar charafter and office of the 
'^ apoftles," who " were to leave no fuccef- 
«* fors in their peculiar work," while the 
pallor^ muft eontinuuc in the churches, till 
Chrift's fecond coming. 

There were five grand apollolical 
churches, in the three quarters of the 
world, called Afia, Europe, and Africa ;* 
liamely, i. Antioch efteemed the third city 
in the world, the capital of Syria, in Afia. 
2. Rome, the capital of Italy in Europe. 3. 
Jcrufalem, the holy land in Syria, which is 
in Afia. 4. Byzantium or Confl;antinople, 
a famous city in Europe, the capital of Ro- 
mania, now the feat of the Ottoman Em- 
pire. 5. Alexandria, one of the firft cities 
in Africa. 

A. D. 70 



• America was not known for near fifteen hundred years 



t 



c6 A SKETCH of CIVIL and 

A. D. 70, Jerufalfem \\''as befieged, and 
after a long and obftinate defence, during 
which time, eleven huridrfed thoufand per- 
fons perifhed, befides a multitude that en- 
dured other miferies, the -city and temple 
was taken, facked, and burnt by Titus the 
Roman General, and ninety-feven thoufand 
were taken prifoners. 

When Titus had deftroyed the city and 
temple of Jerufalem, the foundation!? 
of it were ploughed up, and the whole 
continued in a ftate of ruin, till the time of 
the Roman Emperor Adrian, who caufed 
the figure of a hog to be fet over the gate, 
which as fome fay, provoked the Jews to 
go to war with Adrian, * who flew forty- 
five thoufand of the Jews. At preferit 
there is a Turkifh mofque erefted on the 
fame fpot where the temple flood. 

A. b. 96, 



* They u'crc led by one of thdi Wk'Nl^tt\^'s»^c^V\Rd'Bra. 
chochMb. 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 27 

A. D. g6j St. John was bauifhed into the 
Ifland of Patmos in the Mediterranean fea, 
near the Lefler Afia by Domitian ; and there 
he received aild writ his Keveiatibn. 

When thaiapoflle wrote this book, the 
bifhop of the Ghurch of Smyrna was Polys- 
carp, who fufFered raartyrdom under the 
Emperojr Xrajjin. It is remarkable, xhat 
this cliurch is one of the feyen which was. 
not reproved for atiy grofs offence, and that 
paturally leads us to take noticft of the fol^ 
lowing particylft^rs relating:' to Polycarp,: 
here called the. :a<igel.* . ;:ii' . : 

. . ' » ■» ■ , • 

: He was one of thofe who; livet;! about thcr 
time of our Saviour's fcrucifixkmv' and prof' 
bably had embraced the gofpiel as foan as it 
was publi^ed. He attendied the apofll© 
St. Johti, many ycajs, and wis afterwards 

appointed 



• Sec Rev. ii. 8—11. And unto the angel of the Church of 
Smyrna^ ^c* 
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appointed bifliop of the Church of Smyrna, 
a celebrated city in the LefFer Afia^ 

In that ftation he continued^ inthemoft 
faithful difcharge of his duty, till the reign 
of the Emperor Trajan ; when, being fum* 
moned before the Roman pro-conful, he 
was defired to facrifice to the Heathen idols, 
that, however, being inconfiftent ivith thd 
nature of his profeffion, he told the pro- 
conful, that during the fpace of eighty-fix 
years he had ferved Chrift, end always found 
him a good matter : therefore he would not 
not on any confederation btafpheme his God 
and Redeemer. The pro-conful, ftill un- 
w.lling to put hini to death, defired, that 
he would pray, that God would take away 
the impious ; by which he meant all thofe 
who oppofed the eftablilhed religion of the 
Romans. As foon as the aged biftiop 
heard thofe words, he lifted up his eyes as 
it were to heaven, and in a divine rapture 
exclaimed, *^ O Lord ! take away the 
^^ impious r* This, however, did not fa? 
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tisfy the pro-conful, for he was immedi- 
ately ordered to be burned alive : and while , 
he was confined to the flake, the (lames 
formed, as it were, an arch over him, and he 
expired, rather in confequence of the decay 
of nature, than from any cruelty that his 
perfecutors could exercife toward him. 

A. !)• 108, one ef the firft fovereignties of 
the Roman empire, was "as it werc^ 
*i wounded to death,"* when the Goths 
removed the fovereignty from Rome to 
Ravenna ; but this was, in fome meafure, 
healed: for foon afterwards the govern- 
ment was removed from Ravenna back to 
Rome, where the Popes have ever fince 
enjoyed it. The northern barbarians efta- 
blifhed the kingdoms of France, Spain, 
England, Ravenna, .&c. 

The fecond beaft, the Pope, exercifed 
all the power of the firft Roman Emperors. 

E Sr. 

• Rev. xiii. J, 



39 A SKETCH of CIVIL .aki» 

St. John died. A, D. 108 : and A. D. 138, a 
famine took place, which, with a few in- 
termiffions, continued upwards of forty 
years : Then was a meafure of wheat fold 
forfeven-pence halfpenny, which in a time 
of plenty was not worth two-pence. 

A. D. 193, a remarkable peftilence began* 
and continued fifteen years. 

Conftatitine the Great began his reign the 
twenty-fifth of July A. D. three hundred 
and fix, and reigned thirty-nine years ninft 
months and twcnty-fevcn days.* 

In the latter part of his reign, a general 
change took place in the Roman empire, 
with refpeO; to the civil eftablifliment of Re- 
ligion. 

Conftantine through kindnefs raifed the 
minifter of Chrift, who preached at the 

church 

< • ' ■ " I 

♦ Sec the great Hiftorical Diftionary, which Sydney al- 
klowed to be printed, dated Whitehall^ Jan* s8, 1691. 
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cAurch at Rome ( and other rainifters ) to 
great power and dignity, and iffued human 
laws to direft the church of Chrift> contra- 
ry to the will of Chrift. Dr. Hurd in his hif- 
tory of all Religion, page 306, fays " every 
thing, let it be ever fo valuable, is foon cor- 
rupted, when men introduce into it fome- 
thing inconfiftent with it." The Roman 
grandeur decayed, for Conftantine having 
eftablifhed Byzantium (fince called Con- 
ftantinople) the weftern empire was left ex- 
pofed to the inroads of the Goths, Huns, 
and Vandals ; who ravaged the provinces 
with fire and fword, and eftablilhed feveral 
fovcreignties. 

It is certain the firft Chriftian emperors 
a61ed rather from motives of po^cy, than 
from any regard to the purity of the gofpel ; 
thus we find, that all the great men who re;- 
fufed to profefs the Chriftian religion, were 
cruelly perfecuted, and their eftates given 
to flaves, who had been let free. Many 
perfons concealed themfelves in woods, and 
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caves of the earth, for fear the Chriftians' 
God was going to take vengeance on them^ 
who had cruelly pcrfecuted the Chfiftians 
before* 

Conftantine, the fecond fon of Conftan- 
tine the Great, had the Gauls, Spain, and 
Great-Britain given him for his fhare. The 
firft Chriilian eniperors, by perfecuting the 
Heathens, afted inconfiftent with the Gof- 
pel. It was owing to this, that foon after 
the death of Conftantine the Great, Chrif- 
tiariity loft much of its ancient glory, pu- 
rity, and fmiplicity, • 

The Jews were highly favoured in the 
time of their theocracy, when they were 
governed by God himfelf ; but they pro- 
Voked him to fet over them an earthly king ; 
and after that, both they and their king 
for their difobedience were both made fub^ 
jeft to the kings of the Heathen nations, and 
the Roman Emperors : but they never re- 
Japfcd into idolatry after their fevcnty years 
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captivity, though they often did before, 
owing perhaps to their not having any 
place to meet in on the labbath. They 
were favoured with the firft ogers of the 
gofpcl. 

It is certain, that the progrefs of the gof- 
pel among the Jews was, except in a few 
inftances, confined to the fiift four centuries 
after Chrift, The Jew^s are now fcattered 
abroad, and difperfed in almoft every part 
of the world, and, in moft, countries, are 
not allowed the liberty of purchafing eftates. 
It is thought, many of the ten tribes con- 
tinued in Babylon, AfTyria, and Media ; 
and the tribe of Judah removed to Portugsd 
and Barbary : fome of them affert, that 
there is a great nation of the Jews over the 
river Euphrates ; but one jEienjarain, a 
Jew, of Toledo, a city in Spain, who tra- 
velled into the eaft in the twelfth century, 
knew nothing of it. 
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Some writers ftippofe, that the Jews will 
continue in their unhappy ftate, until the 
fulnefs of the Gentiles be come in.* 

Dr. Southwell fuppofes, ** That as foon as 
" the gofpel has been preached throughout 
" the Gentile world, and thofe Gentile na- 
" tions begin to rejeft it ; then there will be 
" a great converfion of the Jews : they 
" will embrace the Gofpel throughout the 
«' world in general, and 6ngodlinefs and 
** unbelief will be turned away from the 
" houfe of Jacob/' 

A little paft the middle of the fifth Cen- 
tury after Chrift's birth, A. D. 475, lived 
Auguftulus the fixty-fourth and laft empe- 
ror of Rome. In the latter part of his 
reign, the Goths, Hunns,t and Vandals, 
from Europe ; the Parthians in Afia ; and 

the 



• Rom. xi. 24, 25* 
/ The Hunns knew not the names of Yellet^, ^i\d^'et«. ^Iva^* 
Ott horfebdck, flceping, eating, wa4 ttSL&xv^* 
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the Numidians in Africa^ all about the 
fame time, broke in upon the Romans, 
and totally fubdued Italy* 

Thefe barbarians, in fome meafure, em- 
braced Chriftianity, but introduced fo many 
of their own fuperftitious rites, that, at 
Icaft, one third of the gofpel was darkened 
Many herefies fprung up in the Church in 
the fixth and feventh centuries. 

li'he defign of the grand adverfary of 
mankind, was, that every believer (hould be 
led away by fuch pernicious doftrines : the 
number of believers were few, and, being 
but little regarded, on account of the fim- 
plicity of their manners, the very arts 
made ufe of by the devil, became of confi- 
derable fervice to them, in fcreening them 
for fome time from perfecution. 

The Papifts pay much regard to the 
number 25. The mafs of five wounds (en- 
joined 
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joiAedfey Pope Boniface 11. * in the begin- 
nirtgof the feventh century being repeated 
five times, makes jull 25, Vhich is the 
fquare root of 666^ (viz) fix hundred three 
fobrfe OTid^fik.t 



* He was^madc head of all the Churches by thp- j^^petpr [ 
jliocas, in the year 606, fix years after purgatory was firft ^ 
ifeabtiftici s ' "' 





+ Sec Rev* xiii, 18. 
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CHAR IV. 

From the Fall of the- Roman Empire, to the Norman 
Conque/l, including about ^gt Years* 

nPHE Saxon kings, called into England, 
A* D. 450, to aflift Vortiger^ who 
ufurped the crown, drove the Britons out 
of England into Wales, w^here they have 
ever fince continued. Some of them were 
true Chriftians. 

King OfFa made a dike called Offa's Dike, 
from the mouth of the Dee in Flintfhire, to 
the fall of the Wve in Gloucefterfhire 5 and 
Harold made a law, that if any Briton, 
(i. e. a Welchman,) was found on this fide 
the Dike with a Weapon in his hand, he 
(hould have his right-hand cut off, 

OfFa was King of Mercia, which con- 
tained nineteen Englifh counties. He Jived 
in the time of the Heptarchy, v^lieiv v\v^x^ 
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were fix other kings in England : whofe 
kingdoms confifted of five or fix counties 
each, more or lefs. , 

Near that time lived Mahomet, the falfe 
prophet,, who was an Arabian : his father 
w^as an Heathen, and his mother a Jewefs, 
both of mean condition. He affociated him- 
felf with Batirias, a Jacobite heretic ; with 
Sergius, a Neftorian monk ; and fome Jews ; 
that his religionr might partake of all : with 
them he compiled his Alcoran, full of im- 
pertinent ftories : in part Judaifm ; in part 
of the dreams of heretics, fitted to the fen- 
fual appetites of corrupt nature t therefore 
he had multitudes that followed him. 
When he was fick, his tame pigeon came 
tp his ear, which he told his followers, was 
the the angel Gabriel, fent from God, to 
diftate to him the orders he was to follow.* 

He 



• He enjoined his people to pray five times a day, un- 
derpain of eternal damnatioiu 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 39 

He died A. D. 631.* He had mod of his 
followers at Mecca, a city in Afia : and 
propagated his religion by fire and fword. 

In the beginning of the feventh century, 
Biftiop Paulinus preached the gofpel with 
fuch fuccefs, that he baptized in the river 
Swale, in Yorkftiire, above ten thoufand 
men, befides women and children, in one 
day.f 

The Heptarchy continued till the year 
819, when Egbert, Icing of the Weft- 
Saxons, (viz. Cornwall, Devon, Somerfet, 
part of Wilts, Southampton, and Berks,) 
overcame the other fix kings of the Hep- 
tarchy, and was crowned King of all En- 
gland, (then called Engel-Land) at Win- 
chefter, A. D. 819. 

In 



♦ It is afTerted, that in that dark age, A. D. 626, half the 
fun yp^$ eclipfed in the eaft, forfeveral months. 

+ A. D. 6665 the Latin fervice was firfl ulcd in the 
Church. 
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In the midft of his felicity he was di- 
flurbed by the Danes, who landed at Shep- 
pey in Kent, which having wafted, they 
inarched off. 

The next year 833, they landed in Dor- 
fetihire, fought Egbert's forces, and for 
that day remained mafters of the field. 

In the ninth century, the Popes left no- 
thing undone to eftablifh their power, arid 
by their encrbachments they furniftied an 
opportunity for many of the northern bar- 
barians to ravage feveral provinces. 

Edmund^ furtlamed Irotifide, the fif- 
teenth Saxon king of England, was him 
whom the Danes overcame in a fight, at 
Thetford near Bury^ fince called St. Ed- 
mond's Bury ; becaufe there the Danesr 
tied Edmond to a ftake, and ftiot him to 
death with arrows. 

Thu^ 
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Thus England was fubdued, and re- 
mained in the poffeffion of the Danes, who 
had three kings of England, Canute I. 
Harold, and Canute II. They reigned, in 
all, about twenty-four years, when the 
Saxons were re-inthroned in the perfons of 
Edward, fumamed the ConfefTor, and Ha- 
rold II. who was foon killed by the Nor- 
mans. 

The Saracens, a people of Arabia, de- 
fcending from Iflimael, who lived moftly 
by plunder^ under the conduft of their 
kings, made irruptions into Africa, Afia^ 
and Europe : Some Chriftian princes had 
war with them in the eaft, during the ele- 
venth and twelfth centuries ; but the Turks, 
the Caliphs of Egypt, and the Sophies of 
Perfia, conquered their dominions, and 
made their name perifli. 

The Crufades, commonly called the Hoi/ 
War, which commenced about the middle 
of the eleventh century, and continued 

nfia 
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near two hundred years, was a political 
fcheme fet on foot by the Popesj, to draw the 
military forces out ©f Europe, that they 
might have an opportunity to eftablilh their 
own power* They wanted to have the 
Greeks, Turks, and Arabians, infubjeftion 
to them, and therefore began the w^ar only 
in confequence of fome infults that had been 
offered to Peter the fiermit, at Jerufalem. 

It is computed, that rtot lefs than one 
million, five hundred thoufand perfons + 
perifhed in thefe romantic expeditions, fo 
that many parts of Europe were, in a man- 
ner depopulated. 

The wars carried on in Italy and other 
countries, in order to eftablifh the Papal 
power, were fo great, that it would requite 
more than a volume, to contain an account 

of 



+ In the laftpage but one of thcHiftory of the Cruladcs, 
'trannated from the French of M. de Voltaire, it is faid, 
that i' the e3L& Was the tomb of mott xWcv Vwo m\l\iftu 
^ Europeans." 
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of all the bloody maffacres oceafioned by 
thefe difputes : and therefore it may, with 
the utmoft propriety, be faid, that *' the 
" rivers were turned into blood/' The 
prefent American war feems of a Smilar 
nature. 



CHK^ 
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CHAP. V. 

from the Norman Conjiujl to the Death of Richard llh 
including 419 Years. 

\ D. 1066, William, Duke of Nor- 
•^ ^ mandy conquered the Saxons and 
Danes, who were fo mixed together as to 
make one nation, in England. 

William I. who was furnamed the Con.- 
queror, had nine hundred feil of veflels at 
St. Valery. He landed in Suflex on the 
eighth of September, loSG: before his 
army fought, they confefTed their fins ; but 
the Englifh were finging and drinking all 
night. The next day, Oftober 14, they 
had an obftinate battle in Suffex, in which 
king Harold was killed by an arrow, when 
Duke William conquered England, though 
he had three horfes killed under him. He 
fvas crowned on Chriftmas-Day, in Weft- 
mJnfler-Abhey, by Aldred, AicW\^^o^ c^S. 
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York, having firft taken an oath at the altar, 
in prefence of all the people, to defend the 
church, well to gpvem the people, to main* 
tain juftice according to law, and to prohi- 
bit rapine and unjuft judgment. He fet up 
a number of Norman Schools, built feveral 
caftles, ordered fire and candle to be put 
out evjery night at eight o'clock, exafted a 
Land-Tax of fix {hillings for every hundred 
acres of land, and made the New-Foreft in 
Hampftiire. 

Malcolm^ KingofScota, did homage to 
William for what he held in England : and 
Griffith the laft king of Wales did homage 
to him for W^es, 

He was fuccceded by his third fon, Wil- 
liam IL furnamed Rufus, who was crown- 
ed atiWeftminftcr* September 26, 1087, by 
Lanfrank, Archbifhop of Canterbury. He 
likniftied Anfelm from the fee of Canterbury^ 
for his firm adherence to the Pope% 

G \\^ 
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tte Was killed by irl art-ow^ levelled at A 
deer by Sir Walter Tyri^el, in the New* 
Fbrfeft, was buried at Winchefter, and was 
fiiecefeded by his brothet-^ Henry I. A. D. 
libO, he wis a good king. He married 
Miaud, daughti^r to the king df Scots, by 
Margaret, fiftei- to Edgar Atheling. His 
daughter's fori, Henry 11. fucceeded King 
Stephen in theryear 1154, by which the 
Nofmatt and Sakon bltfod tatoe to be 
Uhitedi 

Mehry it- made Thomas Becket, Arcnbi7 
Slop of Canterbury: afterwards kc (the 
Atchbifhbp) ftiflFly maintained the Pope^s 
ufutpied power * agairift the rights of the 

^ ,.'■'■ ' ' ' 1 ^ ' 

* " The Popes began at a very early period to cftablifh their 
*• power, and they contiViued their incfoachmchts on CliriC- 
" tian liberty, till the whole fyfiem ^of ighorahce and Aiyfte^' 
P ry of iniquity was formed. Now the laft aft <Jf the'PppcJ 
*' was that of eftablifliing the celibacy of the Clerg)% which 
»* took place in its full force about the year 1169, to whicli' 
^ add 1260 {Rev xii. 6\) which makes 2369^ whett Pojiil 
»« ty will be deflrfeyedv This Kewever i$ no more then a ma« 
^ delh con/efturei'* 
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crown ; thcFefore King Henry called an af- 
fembly of biftiops at Weftminfter, wherein 
he offered fix articles in defence of the 
prerogative againft Papal encroachments, 
Some courtiers, without the king's knowr 
ledge murdered the Archbilhop in the C^- 
thedral of Canterbury, as he ftood before 
the cilt4r on Chriftmcis-Pay, A, P. 1 179. 

This bifliop was afterwards lifted in the 
catalogue of faints and martyrs of the 
Church of Rome. His ihrine was enriched 
fo much with gold and precious ftones, a? 
to fill two ehefts, each requiring eight ftrong^ 
men to carry it out of the Cjiurfh, when 
it was d^fi^ced by H^nry VUlj 

Henry H, was fuceeeded by his third fon, 
Richard I. a bold warrior, but he engaged 
in the Cru fades, and in his return from Par 
leftinewas taken and kept prifonep twQ 
years by the Emperor of Auftri^, 

Afte? 
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After he came to England, a war broke 
out between England and France. King 
^Richard went there, and got a fignal viftory 
over the French at Gifors in Normandy. 
He was fucceeded by his brother John, the 
fourth fon of Henry II. He was much 
humbled by the Pope.* He was fucceeded 
by his fon Henry III. A. D. I2i6.t He 
was born at Winchefter* 

When he was about ten years old, he 
had a foreign enemy in the bowels of his 
kingdom, which was Lewis, the Dauphin of 
France, whom the Barons had called in 
againft King John. The Nobles and Citi- 
zens of London had fworn allegiance to 
Lewis ; but he foon returned into France* 

Henry and his Brother Richard were 
both taken and kept prifoners at Notting* 

ham 

« • 

♦ The Barons forced him tofign the Chartaof William I. 
Mtid Henry L in Runnimead, near Staines. 
f A.D. 1 228^ the Synod o£ Thou\D>]it loi\i^^ \i«. tcad- 
frr^ of the Scriptures. 
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ham by the Barons ; hot the Barons be- 
ing defeated, and Henry let at liberty, 
he called a parliament at Wiccheflcr, urith 
whofe concurrence he feized the Charters 
of London and other places for their dxfaf* 
fe6tion : he confirmed Magna Chaita. vith 
a curfe againft all in&ingers thereof: and 
was the firft that broke it Inmlelf : he reign- 
ed fifty-fix years, died A. D. 1272, and 
was buried at Wefiminfler. 

He was fucceeded by his fon, Edward L 
furnamed Long-Shanks in 1272 : when the 
Crown fell to him, he was in the Holy Land* 
He was the laft En^ifli commander that 
went on thole mad expeditions, called the 
Crufades. The coldnefe of the winters in 
the Eaft and the furfeiting nature of the ho- 
ney, killed more of fxlward's men than fell 
by the hands of the Saracens or MufToIxnen. 

Edward made his reign in England as 
eafy as poifible, by good and wholTome 
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laws ;^ bis Peers declared the Crown inde* 
pendent and that the King of England was 
not accountable to the Pope, in 1301, 

The Scots being diflatified with Edward's 
procedure, got inhibitory letters from 
Pope Boniface VIIL whereby they gained 
a (hort truce upon King Edward. The 
mariner's cOmpafs was invented about this 
time. 

Edward was fucceeded by his fon Edward 
IL A. D. 1307. He was the firft prince in 
England, that bore in his father's life^time, 
the title of Prince of Wales, He fo op-* 
prefTed his people that they murdered him 
at Berkely Caftlet 

He was fucceeded by his fon, Edward HI, 
,A. Dt 1327. He was born at Windfor, 

Hi« 



♦ He confirmed Magh^ Charta in the twenty-eighth y^a? 
of his reign, which H^nry IJI, mad^ in the nimh year «f 
hi^ reign, 
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His reigh prDvedia bleffing to England, and 
a fcourge to France and Scotland. He took 
David, King of Scots^ prifonef, near Dur- 
ham, Queen Philippa, the wife of King 
Edward being herfelf in the field ; he alfo 
took prifoner, John, King of France-; 
and he took the Ifle of Man from the 
Scots. He was fo apt to be ruled by his 
bdncubine, Alice Pierce; that the Parlia- 
ment took cognizance of it, and removed 
her from his perfon% 

In his feign livfed, and in the nextreigfl 
died, that great champion againft the cor* 
ruptions and errors of the Church of Rome, 
the fam&us Johtt WicklifFe, — whofe foUow* 
fers Were' nick-riimed Lollards, and agreed 
with- the * more ancie^rt: Waldenfes. 

tdWatd i^eigned fifty years and died at 
Shine (fince tailed Richmond) in Slirrey^ 
was buried at Weftminfter, iahd wasfucceeded 
by his grahdfon. Richard II» Av D. 1377. 
Both Edward and him were excotnmLUtvk^- 
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ted by Pope Boniface IX. His firft wife 
Anne, he loved fo extravagantly, that he 
curfed the place where fhe died, which waa 
Shine (that is Richmond) in Surrey, and 
out ofmadnefs overthrew the whole houfe. 
About this time gunpowder and the ufe of 
guns was found out. 

Richard was charged with a. breach of 
his, coronation oath; whereupon he re- 
figned the Crown to his coufm, Henry, 
Duke of Lancafter. Thus the Houfe of 
Lancafter got upon the throne in fhe 
perfon of Henry IV» 

In 1378, a great Schifm l^roke out in thft 
Church, (occafioned by the eleftion for 
Popes and Antir Popes,) which, continued 
fifty-one years, and many bloody wars fol- 
lowed in confequence thereof durihg a num- 
ber of years. It was during that period, 
that the Turks poffeffed themfelves of Con- | 
Aantinople ; and befides thofe that fell by 

the 
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the fword, many thoufands were cut off by 
the.raging heat, which cpminued fever^l 
fcafaps, . 

*^ John WicklifFe, ProfefTar of Divinity, 
in the Univerfitv of Oxford, a man Qf 
quicH andQjarp wit, and found judgtyient, 
commonly called the Appftle pf Englapd, 
taught that the Pope was the herefi?irch and 
Ai}ti-»Chrift defcribed in Scripture ; wrote 
againfl purgatory, image-wprfhip, invoca- 
tion of the faints, indulgences, <^c, And 
being of a ready wit, publifhed two great 
volumes, for bulk equal to St, Awguftih » 
works ; tranflated the Bible into Englifh j 
and being countenanced by the Dijkc of 
Lancafter, the Princefs of Wales, thp mo^ 
ther of Prince Richard, and a grea; part of 
the nobility, and backed by l^ing Edward 
fll, hlmfelf, he defpifed Rome, and laughed 
at the Synod, held by the Archbjfhgp of 
Canterbury againft hipi, calling it an earths 
c^uake, His difciples and ]\q cQnt\uuvv\ep^ 
to preach againil the luxury and V\c\\t?* c^K, 
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the clergy, and ^xpofing the abufes that had 
crept into the' church, fince the time of 
Conftantine the great, Pope Gregory XL 
began to be alarmed with fear for his fupre- 
macy ; and thereupon wrote to the Univer- 
fity of Oxford, in 1377^ to deliver him up 
to the Archbidibp of Canterbury, and Bi- 
fhop of London, and ordered thefe to bring 
him to his trial. * 

Wickliffe's party was fo ftrong in j}^ Uni- 
verfity, that it was debated whether this 
letter (hould be received and read, Or not ; 
at lad, being carried in the affirmiative, 
WicldifFe prefentedhiipfelf before the Com- 
miflioners, and maintained his doftrine with 
fuch refdlution, Tent a confeflion of his 
faith to the Pope,* and declared he was wil- 
ling to defend it at Rome, that they had 
nothing to boaft of for the time ; but ini^ 
trigued fo well in King Richard's reign, 
that they obtained that Prince's declara- 
tion againft him and his doftrine, and an 
order to the Univerfity of Oxford to banifh 
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him, which itcomplied with, for fear of in- 
curring the king's difpleafure. 

Being thus perfeciited, and his doftrine 
conclemned by a Synod ^ at London, he 
went into Bohemia, and vifiting the Wal- 
denfes, confirmed their doftrine ; after that 
returned into England, where he died . in 
1384. His bones were dug up forty-one 
years after, and ordered to be burned by a 
decree of the Council of Conftance.* A- 
mong other things, he taught, that neither 
king or kingdom ftiould fubmit to any bi- 
fliop's fee ; that no taxes ought to be raifed 
until Church revenues were employed for 
the public neceffities ; that the king was 
t)bliged in confcience to confifcate the 
means and benefices of fuch prelates as of- 
fended God mortally ; and finally, that he 
could not employ any bifhop in the offices 
of his kingdom. John Hus taught his doc- 
trine 

* Conllancc is a city in Germany. 



• 



• / 
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trine* and was burned for it in the time of 
the Couhcil of Coniiance* 

Henry IV. fucceeded his coufin, Richard 
IL A. D. 1399. He was much difturbed by 
the rebelliori of thofe who wanted to de^ 
throne him, and re-inthrone Richard, by a 
war with SciDtland, and by the ftirring up 
of the Welch ; but Henrj^^s fword proved 
vi£lorioUs againft |:hem. Men in England 
were hot put to death for religion before 
this reign,* heither were the Chriftians by 
the Romans, till the Jews and Heathens re* 
prefented them as enem'cs to the State^ by 
(acknowledging Chrift for their king* 

Johii Hus was borti of mean parents* The 
Word fignifies a goofe, and was the name of 
a little Borough in Bohemia, wherc he was 
bbrm He maintained the opinions <5f the 

Waldenfes 



• In 1401, the King to t)bligc the Clergy, gave liis affcnt 
tx> an Aft for burning all Lollaidti as heretics ; wliicli con- 
thuicd in torcz ilil 1732, though it iwiV^r ^altcd Uic tlOufe 
tf Commons', 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. ^7 

Waldenfes and WicklifFe, in 1407* with 
wonderful zeaL Jerome of Prague was his 
totemporary* 

King Vinceflaus did not oppofe him ; but 
the Emperor Sigifmund, his brother and 
heir, fent to John Has, to perfuade him to 
defend his doftrine before the council of 
Conftance; which he.did* A, D. 1414, 
liaving obtained a paflport, and oflurance 
of fafe-condu£l from the Emperor. Seven 
months wef e fpent in examining him ; aftd 
two biftiops were fent into Bohemia, to 
inform themfelves of the doftrine he 
preached; and for his firm adlierence to 
the famcj he was condemned to be burned 
alive, together with his books ; which fen- 
tence v/as executed, A* D. 1415, contrary 
to the Empeipr s promifes of fafe*condu£i, 
which the Council of Conftance faid, he 
Vas not obliged to keep to an heretic. 

He died with great courage^ fmging 
tofalms., and calling on the name of Glvxvft.. 
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Henry V. was fucceeded by his fon, Hen- 
ry VI. in 1422", he-being but eight months 
old. The French foon got France almoft 
to themfelves. Their army is faid to have 
been headed by Joan the Shepherdefs, who 
^ was afterwards talcen prifoner by the En- 
glifh, tried for.ft>r<!ery, and ^ther crimes, 
and upon conviftion, burnt alive in 1431, 

The next y^ar, Henry went to Paris, and 
was crowned with a double crown, by the 
Cardinal of Winchefter, Then the Englilh 
affairs in that kingdom looked with a htt-^ 
ter face ; but it did not continue fo long ; 
for Paris was loft by the treachery of the 
^ citizens, Fcfbruary 27, 1436. 

About the year 1447, ^^^ affhirs of 
France were much negleft^, and England 
itfelf became a bloody fqene of wgir.* Rich- 
ard, Duke of^ York, who by the rules of 

lineal 

; iiiiB i iiiii w wiw m ■■»■ i w iia m i ■■ ■ m im m^rmmmr^rrmmm m i i n j ■! 
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Jineal fucccflion had a precedent right to 
the Crown before the Houfe of Lancafter, 
and therefore demanded the crown of 
Henry ; which demand Henry would not 
comply with, and his queen made a moft 
fpirited refiftance. Richard fwore alle- 
giance to Henry ; but he foon broke his 
oath ; for in 1454, be marched his forces 
towards London. Henry gave him a fharp 
battle at St. Alban's, but was taken pri- 
fonen This was the firft aft of that bloody 
tragedy, which made this nation fwim in 
blood for many years, 

Richard's party afiiimcd the name of 
White Rofe, and Henry's of the Rod. The 
Red Rofe were beaten a fecond time. The 
next battle the Yorkifts were put to flight. 
Then a Parliament was called, who at- 
tained Richard, Duke of York, of high- 
treafon, and many eftates were confifcated. 
Afterwards the Red Rofe was defeated 
through the treachery of Lord Grey, who 
fled to the White, Then the Parliament 
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agreed, that Richard, Duke of York, 
ihould be crowned after Henry's death, 
though Henry had a fon, called Edward, 
bom in 1453. This fo much offended the 
Queen, that fhe gathered forces in the north 
to.decide the point by the fword. Richard 
gave her battle, but was flain, and the 
queen came off viftorious. 

Edward, Earl of March, the fon of Rich- 
ard, took up the fword, and revived the 
quarrel, in which his fatlier had fought 
five battles. Edward got one battle, and 
the Queen another. 

This Edward was crowned at Weflmin-^ 

fler, June 28, 1461, by the title of Edward 

IV. He fought a battle at Towfon, on 

Palm-Sunday, where Henry loft the day. 

* Henry arid his fon were difinherited by the 

Parliament, and an hundred and forty per-' 

fons attained of high-treafon, for fupport- 

ing Henry.* Edward got another battle; 

'and Henry went into Scotland, returned in 

■^ adifguife, 
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a difguife, was ^prehended and fent to 
London on horfeback, with his legs tied to 
the ftirrups, and committed to the Towen 

Edward's forces were defeated in 1469; 
after this, Edward was taken prifoner, and 
carried to Warwick Caftle, but he made his 
cfcape. The next year a great battle was 
fought, wherein Edward came off vifto- 
rious. After this he was forced to fly be- 
yond fea : his Queen Elizabeth Hole out of 
the Tower, and took fanftuary in Weft- 
minfter, where (he was delivered of a fon, 
named Edward. 

Henry was brought out of prifon, where 
he had been almoft nine years ; a parliament 
was called, by which Edward wa5 declared 
a traitor, and his adherents guilty of high- 
treafon. The crown was fettled on Henry 
and the heirs of his body : but Edward re- 
turned with his army, marched to London, 
and.the gates were fet open to him : then 
Henry became his prifoner again. A twelfth 
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battle was foon fought^ on Eailer-Day, 
t\rherein ten thoufand men are faid to have 
been flain ; and not long afterwards, the* 
laft battle was fought at Tewkfbury, which 
left Edward in full pofTefiion of the crown. 
Henry and his Ton were both murdered.* 

Edward died twelve years afterwards. He 
had by his queen, two fons, Edward his 
fiiccefFor, and Richard, Duke of York, and; 
five daughters. Elizabeth, the eldeft, mar- 
ried with Henry VII. 

Edward V. fucceeded his father iii 1483^ 
being about twelve years old. He reigned 
but three months ; for his wicked uncle, 
Richard III. inftead of protecting the 

CrowUj 



* Happy had it been for Henry, liad h^ follmvcd the • 

example of Winceflaus, a Chrlfliian Duke of Bohemia^ in 

the tenth century, who, when leading his army, out againft- 

RadillauS, (an infolcnt prince of Gurima) thought it au-un- 

Julh thing to ];:;zard the hvcs of (o many innocent men ; and 

' therefore i:grccd to attack Radi^six:^ \v\mfe\i \xv the fight of 

^th armies, hy wliich means We cQ»\Y\eVc^\Jtvs.N\^Qr5* 
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Crown, made bold to invade it ; and caufed 
his nephews, Edward V. and his brother 
Richard to be flifled in their beds in the 
Tower. 

Henry, Earl of Richmond, the next heir 
to the Houfe of LancaRer, came from 
France with an array, and fought King 
Richard, and killed him in the field of. 
battle, near ^ofworth in Leicefterfbire. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

From the Death of Richard III. to the Reformation, 
including 51 Years. 

TN the year 1485, Henry VII. fucceeded 
-*• the ufurper, Richard IIL Henry's 
claim to the crown was juft, he being 
of the Houfe of Lancafter, by his mother'* 
fide, Margaret, Countefs of Richmond, who 
was daughter and heir to John Beaufort, 
Duke of Somerfet, fon of John, Earl of 
Somerfet, fon of John Gaunt, Duke of 
Lancafter, the fourth fon of Edward III. 
His father was Edmund Tudor, Earl of 
Richmond, defccnded from Cadwallader, 
tKe laft Britifti king. This Henry VII. mar- 
ried with Elizabeth, the eldeft daughter of 
Edward IV. Thus the two houfes of York 
and Lancafter became united together. 

In this reign, the fweating fickncfs broke 
out, which carried off the young men in 
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twenty-four hours. This king reigned 
twenty-four years, and left but one fon 
alive, Henry, his next fucceflbr. He mar- 
ried Margaret, his eldeft daughter, to 
James IV. king of Scotland, and the 
younger to Lewis XII. of France. 

Henry VIIL heir to both Houfcs of York 
und Lancafter, fucceeded his &ther, A. D. 
1509, being about eighteen years of age. 

In the beginning of his reign, Luther 
began to difpute againft Popery: after- 
wards he wrote to the perfecuted Walden- 
fes in the kingdom of Bohemia, which bor- 
ders on Germany^ 

In the note of a late ^vine on the 
words from the third to the tenth vcrfe of 
the eleventh chapter of the Revelation, are 
thefe words, ^* It is added, that they (bould 
" be flain by the beaft ; and certainly this 
^ muft point out the cruel perfecutions 
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•^ which the Popes carried on againft the 
'* Waldenfes, and other perfons, who op- 
*' pofed the doftrine of tranfubftantiation/' 
And on the eleventh verfe of the fame 
chapter are thefe words, *' Now this is 
" entirely applicable to the ftate of Europe, 
** previous to the reformation, when all 
** ranks of people were funk in darkneft ; 
** but ftill it pleafed God, by a variety-t>f 
^Vitieans, to raife up men who oppofed the 
f '* Popifli power ; and through their mini- 
** ftry the whole fyftem of the Protellant 
^ religion was eltablifhed*'* 

Martin Luther, being the fwan foretold 
by John Hus, when at the ftake, was born 
at Ifleben in 1483. At eighteen years of 
age he went to ftudy at Erford, and cbm- 
mencing Mafter of Arts in 1505, he ap* 
i ^'lied himfelf to the ftudy of the law; but 

, being frightened by a thunder bolt, which 
killed his companion as they were walk- 

. ipg,^ he became an Auguftinian monk, 

againfi bis father's wilU 
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He taught Ariftotle's Philofophy at Wir 
tcmberg in Germany, in 1508. He was 
made DoGpr' of Divinity, by Carolofta- 
dius in 1512, and foon afterwards pubiifh- 
cd his explication of the Pfalms, Romans, 
and Galatians. He began to explain the 
catechifm to the people in 1516, which was 
about one hundred years after the martyr- 
dom of John Hus, and difputed with the 
fchool divines about free-will, merits, and 
human traditions. 

In 1517, he fct up ninety-five propofi- 
tions againit the Pope's indulgences, the 
day after Frederic the Eleftor had dreamed 
ft third time, that a monk, accompanied 
with the faints, came to him from heaven, 
defiring leave to affix to the gate of the Uni- 
▼erfity of Wirtemberg, fome things which 
he had written in fuch charafters as were 
legible at Suidnicia, though many leagues 
difiant; the end of his quill reaching as 
far as Rome, entering both Pope Leo X/s 

K eiwrs. 
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ears, and then reaching up to his triple * 
crown, fhook it fo, as it was like to fall ; 
adding, that he heard one fay, that he had 
this quill from the wing of a Bohemian 
goofe* And thus was the Reformation 
ufliered in by thofe wonderful providences, 
according to the prediftions of Cufanus, 
Cardin, Hus, Andreas Protes, Provincial 
of the Auguftines, Hilten, and others. 

The archbifhop of Magdeburg and others 
Wrote againft Luther, but he boldly an- 
fwered all their writings, and publilhed 
many fermons. 

Luther was fummoned to appear at Rome^ 
but declined it becaufe of the danger ; but 
when he was fummoned to appear before the 
diet at Worms in Germany, he told his 
friends, that "he would go, though as 

" many 



* The Pope wears a triple cro\vn, on account of his hfc* 
virig acquired the exarchate of Ravenna, the kingdom of the 
Lombards^ and the ftatc of Komc% 
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^\ many devils fhouW oppofe him, as there 
'* were tiles upon the |ioufes of Worms ;'* 
where he maintained the truth with an un-. 
daunted refolution. He was . afterwards 
confined in the Caftle of Wortfberg, which 
he called his P^tmos, where he wrote a 
number of ifcings, and was agjiin excommu-» 
nicated by the Pope. 

In 1522 he began to preach publicly, 
loon after he had fome controverfies with 
the enthufiafts Stork and Munzcr ; and 
Xing Henry VIIL of England, who wrote 
againft him. He wrote to the Waldcnfei^ 
about the adoration of the facrament, and 
an elegy upon two Auguftinian monks, who 
were burnt for the truth at BrufFels. He- 
laid afide his friar's habit in 1524. 

In 1528, (or as fome fay, in 1529) at the- 
Diet of Spires, the name of Proteftant had 
it^ original. The fame year the Sinal^aldian 
confederacy began. 

In 
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In 1534, Luther publiflied the whole bi- 
ble in the German language ; and he died at 
Ifleben, a little before the Smalcaldian war, 
A.D. 1546. 

He was a magnanimous perfon, even by 
th^ confeflion of his enemies, tnd under- 
"iook fuch things as the world may reafon- 
ably admire, having oppofed himfelf to the 
whole earth which wondered after the beaft. 
His death was followed by many public ca- 
^ limities, he being taken out of the world, 
that he might not fee the evil to come. 
His followers called themfelves Lutherans, • 
much againft his will, but they recede from 
him in many things, as may be feen by 
their writings. 

The Smalcaldian confederacy againft the 
Papifts was begun at Smalcalde, ^ city in 
Germany : and in 1535, there were fifteen . 
princes; and deputies from thirty cities 
concerned in this confederacy, who had 
embraced the Augft)urg confeflion ; and 
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renewed for ten yearsj the league the Pro- 
teftants had made for their own • defence ; 
and in two years after they were joined by 
fevcral princes in Europe, The Emperor 
defeated their army, and took the Eleftor 
of. Saxony, and the Landgrave of HefTe 
prifoners :• afterwards Prince. Mauuce of 
Sdxony, fon-in-law to the latter, put the 
emperor to flight, the bloody Council of 
Trent waftdiflblved, and the captive princes 
fet at liberty. 

It is certain, that during the dark ages 
of Popery, the European princes were all 
united in one point ; namely, to perfccute 
thofe who profefled the gofpel in its primi- 
tive purity ; and many lofi their lives for' 
the truth of it; but^ at length, the almigh- 
ty power of God overcame thiem, and pro- 
cured that peace which Proteftant churches 
now enjoy. 

A late commentator has the following 
words in a &ote on Rev. xvii. ver. 15—18. 
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*' It is faid, that God would put it into the. 
*' hearts of the kings of the earth, to exe- 
*' cute his vengeance on the woman; and 
'* furely, when we refleft a little on the 
*' charafters of thofe princes by whom, as 
" ihftruments under God, the Reformation 
*' wasbroight about, wefliall be forced to 
" acknowledge,' that it was the work of an 
" almighty power* Some of the princes ' 
^' who ip that.age fhdok off all fubjeftion to- 
" the Papal power, were, in evefy refpeft, 
" a difgrace to human nature, and even 
"enemies to ihat religion, which their paf-^ 
" fions contributed to eftablifh; . r 

The fame comp%e^tator w&s- of opinion;* 
that the words in the tenth verfe of the fix^ 
teenth chapter- of . the Revelation, evi*- 
dently pointed out the troubles that arofe : 
in France, when the Reformation was be- 
gun in Germany. ^'■: 

• The Emperor of Germ any 5 raifed an 
army tp oppok thofe who fupported Lu- -' 
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thcr: a moft" bloody war broke out in 
France : in England, Scotland, and the 
Netherlands, the Proteftants were perfe- 
cuted with the mod unrelenting cruelty : 
but although the bloody Council of Trent 
was fitting at that time, and though above 
an hundred thoufand Proteftants were maf- 
facred in France, yet the true religion was 
countenanced and cheriftied by feveral Eu- 
ropean princes, to the utter confufion of 
the enemies of the GofpeL 

In the reign of Henry VIII. Sir Thomas 
Moor was beheaded. He had been Lord 
Chancellor fome years before, but had re- 
figned. He had nearly cleared -himfelf on 
his trial ; but Rich, the king's folicitor, de- 
poCng ^gainft him, that he heard him' fay, 
the Parliament could no more make the 
• king fupreme head of the church, than they 
could make a law, that Qod (hould not be 
God ; which Sir Thomas denied : but the 
Lord Chancellor proceeded to fentence. 

That 
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That he fliould be hanged till half dead, h» 
body ripped up, his bowels burnt, his four 
quarters fet over the four gates of London, 
and his head upon the bridge ; but the 
king changed his fentence to that of being 
beheaded only, which was executed in 1535. 
He would fay, 1. The world is undone by 
looking at things at a diftance* 2. To aim 
at honour here, is to fet a coat of arms 
over a prifon gate. 3. He that is covetous 
when he is old, is like a thief who fleals 
when he is going to the gallows* 4. The 
greatcft punifhment in the world were to 
have our wiflies* 5* We go to hell with 
more pains than we might go to heaven 
with. 6. The more of any thing elfc wc 
have but riches, the more good we are. 
7. Who would not fend his alms to heaven? 
who would not fend his eftate whither he is 
to be banifhed ? He wiflied an univerfa! 
peace, an uniform religion, and a reform 
ation rather of lives than religion. 



It 
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It is reported, that he ufed to compare 

the great numbers of women to be chofen 

for wives, to a bag full of fnakes, having 

amongft them but one eel : if a man puts 

his hand into this bag, he may chance ta 

light on the eel, but it is an hundred to one 
if he be not ftung with a fnake.* 

John Calvin was born at Nayon in 
France, on the tenth of July, 1509. He 
ftudied the law at Bruges ; afterwards he 
was made profefFor of Greek at Angou- 
lefme, where, being called to higher ftudies. 
He compofed his Injlitutions of the Chrif- 
tian Religion, which were firft printed at 
Bade; and. reprinted at Strafburg in 1539. 
He was Profeflbr of Divinity at Geneva in 
Italy. His wit was very fharp and quick, 
his judgment folid, his memory good and 
faithful : which qualities made him one of 

L the 



• Notwit (landing the above chara£ler has generally been 
given of Sir Thomas Moor, certain it is that he wns a 
pcifccytor. 
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the moft eIoq[iient' mien of his age, efpe- 
cially in writings none difputed with mortf 
Weight and plainpefs : his eloquence con- 
firnred his party, frightened his adverfaries, 
and helped thpfe who were not too obfti- 
hate and pail hopes to difcern the truth : 
his ftile in Latin was fo admired by the moft 
learned and ingenious, that his enemies fet 
a great value upon his works, not know- 
ing the author of them. 

He made every year two hundred and 
eighty-fix fermohs, and brie hundred and 
eighty-fix leflbns in divinity ; he was fo la- 
borious in his ftudy, that he abftained from 
dinner for ten years together/ He had a 
number of.adverfaries of e^ery religion, for 
befides the Doftors of Paris, whom he op* 
.pofed with no little danger of his life, he 
had not a few adverfaries within Geneva 
itfelf, fo that he was the but of all the peo- 
ple's calumny. • 

*• Superior virtue, and fuperior fenfe, 
'' To knaves and fools, \viU always give offence/' 
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He was far from being proud or covetous, 
for it was with the intreaties of Farelluj and 
Bucerlis, that he firft accepted of the minir 
ftry of Geneva, after William Farrel, the 
. firft reformed minifter of that city. Lu- 
ther himfelf efteemed him for a learned and 
■godly man. He wrote commentaries upon 
moft of the books of the Old and New Tcr 
ftament ; and died at Geneva, on the 27th 
of May, 1564, being a great example of 
patience in his very death. 

. IF what Merory, a paflionate Roman Ca- 
tholic, relates be true, that he was trou- 
bled with as many infirmities as could fupr 
ply, if in different fubjefts, a whole hof- 
pital with fick men ; but he underwent 
them all with fo much patience, and with 
fo refigned a mind, that what was faid a- 
gainft him out of envy turned to his praife. 

The Papifts gave the name of Calvinift to 
the Reformed of France, Switzerland, Ger- 
many,' and the Low-Countries. 
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Henry VIII. reigned the greateft part of 
his ttign with applaufe ; but was a conti- 
nual dupe to his favourites* In the former 
part of his reign, he publifhed a. book a- 
gainft Luther,* for which the Pope gave 
him the appellation of " Defender of the 
" Faith," which his fucceffors retain to this 
day. 

In 1510, he married Catherine of Arra- 
gon, widow of his late brother Arthur: 
but growing weary of her, though he pre- 
tended it was from a qualm of confcience, 
he endeavoured to obtain a divorce from 
the Pope, who at firft gave him fome hopes, 
but afterwards he recalled his word : this 
fo provoked Henry, that he fent Catherine 
to Kimbolton, and privately married Ann 
Ann Boleyn. He afterwards prevailed on 
Cranmer, Archbifliop of Canterbury, to 
difannul his former marriage. ' 

Enraged 

♦ This Book publifhed in the King's name was writen 
by John Fifher bifhop of ^oc\\t&.Wk 
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Enraged at thefe proceedings. Pope Leo 
X. excommunicated the king; but had 
reafon foan after to repent this hafty ftcp ; 
for Heniy now threw off all reftraint : the 
parliament declared him ** Supreme Head 
" of the Church of England" ; and granted 
him the firft fruits and tenths of the re- 
venues of all benefices. 

Thus, by a kind providence England 
became feparated from the Church of 
Rome. "Surely the wrath of man (hall 
** praife thee, O thou moft high". 



CVL^?• 
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CHAP. ' VIL 

'from the RefQrincUi6it to the Accejfion of Queen 

IMaryi . indifding' th^ . Tranf actions of aktU 

:.- : . .; : ■. ijl. iiYears. ^ 

TNthe year 1536,1116 Reformation Was 
-•^brought about in England. Henry, fia- 
ving been befqre declared " Supreme 
" He^d of the Church of England/' by his 
parliament, he aboliftied all the rjipnafterles, 
and made a partition pf their immenfe Ireay 
furcs among his favourites. Such nobie- 
men as chofe to oppofe his defigns were 
put to death. 

Wolfey, Cromwell, and Thomas Craii- 

mer, were fome of Henry's favourites. The 

firft became odious to the King, and died 

with grief. The fecond was a blackfmith's 

^ fon at Putney, who in the year 1539, was 

created vice-gerent in matters ecclefiaftical 

and earl of Effex, but being a proteftant, 

V : and 
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and having difgufted the king, by forward- 
ing his marriage with Ann of Cleves, he 
caiifed him to be impeached ol high-treafbn, 
and beheaded on Tower-Hill. 

" A mttrtal born he met the gen'ral doom, 
^' Butifeft like Egypt's king a lafting tomb." 

The third, Thomas" Crkhmer, Visas' born 
in Nottfrtghattifhire : having travdied into 
Germany, he there ftudied the tenets of Lu- 
ther, and embraced his doftrines : Htory 
having nominated him to the Archbifhopric 
of Canterbury, he annulled his marriage 
with Catharine, and then excomunicated 
the Pope himfelf. This prelate prefided b- 
Verallthe ecclefiallica:! affairs during the 
remaining part of Henry's reing. * ■ » 

• • • Henry 



♦ The dioceffcs of York, .Carlifle, Durham, Chcfler, 
and the Iflc of Man, are in the province of Yorkj 
the other twenty-two are in the province Canterbury. 



84 A SKETCH of CIVIL and 

Henry had fix wives, his firft Catharine, by 
whom he had the Princefs Mary afterwards 
Queen of England, the fecond Ann Bo- 
Icyn, which brought him only one daugh- 
ter named Elizabeth who fucceeded Queen 
Mary. Ann Boleyn was beheaded on ac- 
count of Henry's jealoufy. His third, Jan© 
Seymour, whom he married the next day 
after the death of Ann. This Queen died in 
child-bed with prince Edward, who fuc- 
ceeded Henry on the Throne. His fourth 
Ann of Cleves, whom he got divorced in 
a (hort^ime. His fifth Catharine Howard, 
whom he caufed to be beheaded. And his 
fixth Catharine Par, who narrowly efcap- 
ed being brought to the (lake by Henry, 
for her religious principles, {he being a 
favourer of the Reformation. 

Henry's opinion in Religion wa.^ always 
wavering, but it is generally fuppofed 
that he died in the principles of the Church 
of Rome; for though he favoured the Re- 
formation 
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forrriaticm, he caufed feveral proteftants 
to be burat. 

In this reign the fix Artides of Religion 
were eftabliflied by afl: of parliment ; the 
Bible and Litany were tranflated into En- 
glifti and Ordered to be read in all churches. 
The King was declared fupreme head of the 
church of England inftead of the Pope, as 
wete his pjedecefTors the Britifli kings. But 
it muft be* remembered, that that church 
which hais not Ghrift for its head is no 
churct of Chrift ; for God gave him to be 
'the head 'over all things to the church, E- . 
phefiahs^ 1. 22, v, 23- 24. 

The Archbifliop of Canterbury was veft- 
ed with the papal Authority under the 
King. Henry ftill entertained moft of the 
popilh errors, though he began the Re- 
formation, which improved in the next 
reign and in Queen Elizabeth's. The main 
inftrumcnt whereof under God, was Arch-» 

M biftia^ 
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bifliop Cranmer, that great light of the 
Church in thofe times of darknefs. 



Thus reigned Henry VIII, the moft daring 
and abfolute King that ever fwayed-the En- 
glifh fceptrefi nee William the Conqueror. 
" Who alone durft fhake off the Pbpe's au- 
thority, and yet partly remain in the com- 
munion of that Church ; for he lived fince 
his breach with Rome, half papift, lialf 
proteftant, and yet, a friend to neither: 
a boifteirous Prince, that neither fpared pa- 
pift nor proteftants; hanging the firftand 
burning the latter that would not fubmit to 
his decifions in matters of Religion/* 

Edward VI. fucceeded his father Hemry 

VIII, in the loth year of his age. A, D; 

1547. His twelve Counfellors and fixtt:en 

regents appointed his uncle the Duke of 

Somerfet Proteftor. 

In this reign the images were removed 

out 
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out of the churches, the reformation car- 
ried on, the common prayer ordered to be 
correfted, and eftablilhed by a6l of parli- 
ament ; but in confequence of this many 
rebels took up arms, who being defeated 
accepted of a general pardon offered them 
by the King. 

In this reign John Hooper returned to En- 
gland from Switzerland whether he had fled 
for fear *^ of being infefted with Luthera- 
nifm, as the Roman Catholics ufed to fay 
in the reign of Henry VHI." It feems he 
had been fought after to be apprehended 
upon the coming forth of the ftatute of the 
fix articles,f in Henry VIH. Reign, and 
therefore fled to Switz:erland, in 1550. 
He was elefted Biftiop of Worcefter. 
but he refufed to be confecrated in the po- 
pifli habits, for which he was imprifoned, 

but 



+ By thefe none were allowed to fpeak againft Tran- 
fubflantiation on pain of being burnt as WctcUc's*. 
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t upon the interceffion of the Earl 

' Warwick, and the King's letter to def- 

enfe with thofc ceremonies he was at laft 

onfecrated Bifhop of Gloucefter. This 

rreat man was one of thofe whom Queen 

Mary filenced in the flames. 

The beft tranfaftion of Edward's reign was 
the great progrefs made in the Reformati- 
on, by the zeal of Archbifliop Cranmer, 
though he was much oppofed by Gardner 
Bifhop of Winchefter, and Bonner fiilhop 
of London ; for which they were both 
(with others) committed to the Tower, and 
deprived of their bifliopricks. The Pro- 
teftor and his brother were both beheaded 
in this reign. And this pious and promif- 
ing young Prirtce died in the feventh year 
of his reign and the feventeenth of his age,. 



CHAP 
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C H A P. VIIL 

from the Accejfion of Queen Mary, to the Accef- 
ftdn of Queen Elizabeth^ inchiding about 5 Years. 

QUEEN Mary L Henry VIIFs Daughter 
by Catharine of Spain, fuccecded her 
brother Edward in 1553 : for her cruelty 
and. OpprefTion called the "bloody Queen 
Mary" being a bigotted Papift. She perfe- 
cuted the Proteftants with all the violence 
of enthufiaftick fury. 

In her reign no lefs than 300 pcrfons pe* 
rilhed in defence of their religion, (fome fay 
800 were burned and 60 died in prifon) 
among whom were Archbifhop Cranmer, 
Biftiops Hooper, Farrar, Ridley, and Lati- 
mer. In a word neither age, fex, nor quality, 
prevented thefe unhappy viftims froni being 
brought to the flake. In the large folio Hif- 
torical Diftionary it is faid, that in eigh- 
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teen months fhe reflored Popery with a 
vengeance; fothat for fome years ^the King- 
dom blazed every where with burnt facrifi- 
^s. Tlhe great promoters of thefe Anti- 
chriftian violences, were the two popifli Bi- 
fhops committed in the former Reign, Gar- 
dener whom the Queen made lord Chancel- 
lor, and Bonner Bifliop of London, both of 
a revengful Spirit, cruelly imbitter agaihft 
the Reformation. But ftill they wanted 
to be rid of their eye-fore the Lady Eliza- 
beth, whom they ufed to call the hope of 
Heretick, and on a flight pretence of trea- 
fon they confined her above twelve months 
before her innocence, could procure her li 
berty. 

In this reign many fled into Germany 
where the reformation flouriflied ; and ma- 
ny who remained at home Were burnt. The 
proteftants were not only perfecuted in 
England but in Scotland, Ireland, and 
Wales. And there are brut few nations in 

thfe 
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the World that has not put to death fome 
of the true followers of Chrift. 



<* While popiijk errors mount on reafon's throne, 

And war with all opinions but their own ; 

Then common fenfo, and charity and truth, 

Without regard to fex, to age or youth, 

Are iacrific'd at prejudice's ihrine, 

While pamper'd priefts on cruelties refine : 

What inftruments by bigot zeal are us'd ! 

How grofsly human nature is abus'd ; 

The Rackf cxhauftcd.pajiencc to control, 

Th*enlan^i|i'd Dagger, and the poifon'd Bowl ; 

The bloody, ^zuord, .beftain'd with pious gore. 

The Ax, with martyrs crimfon cover'd o'er ; 

The boiling Cauldron, where the^juft ^xpir'd, 

The flaming Pile by popifh malice fir'd ; 

The bended Gihkt, innocence to bear ; 

f ■ 
The red-hot Pincers, harmlefs ftefh to tear ; 

The Precipice, • fr6tn whence the viftims thrown ; 

The fam^jCd Deaths immur'd in walls of flonc ; 

Fierce Bulls to Wfs, the objeft in the air, 

Sharp Dogs to .worry, ^nd wild beaft to tear ; 

The dreadful Pits, where dang'rous Serpents lurk. 

To finflh inhumanity's great work*; 

The 
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The fnelted drdughii (f. Liad^'^ the thorny Cfoion^ 
The Stones to brufc; the r^pid Stream to drown ; 
The Slings to diflocatc, the bloody Knije^ 
That by incifion drains the fap of life ; 
Slow Fires to broil, knd dry Pans to dcflroy, 
With other arts that popilh fierids imploy ; 
'All, all the romifh bigotry drfclofe, 
And bid you fuch a bloody faith oppofe ; ' 
A faith vindiftivd, holding endlefs ftrife, 
. With liberty, compaflion, truth, and life. 

Bifhop Hooper, was a north country man 
he ufed to preach every day, but he was not 
permitted to fpeak when he went to be bur- 
ned at Gloucefter. 



Before Mr. lylarfh was burnt.he faid that 
the glory of the church, of Ghrift ftandeth 
not in the harmonious found of bells and 
organs, nor yet in the glitering of Mittes 
and Copes, iieitheir in the ftiifting of gilt 
images and lights (as the blind Papifts^ do 
judge,') but in continual labour and daily af- 
fliftion for his name fake. 

Gt.or^e 
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George Tankerfield a citizen of London 
was burnt at St. Alban's in HertfordChire, 
for diflenting from the Church of England, 
in Queen Mary's bloody reign. 

"Hugh Latimer, born (a papift) in Leicef- 
terlhire, in 1475 was for fome time divinity 
profefTor in Cambridge, were he taught the 
proteftant dodrine." 

Inftead of prefenting a purfe of gold to 
Henry VllL as many of the bifhops did, La- 
timer prefented a New Teftament, with a 
leaf doubled down at this paffage, " Whore- 
mongers and adulterers, God will judge," 
in King Edward VL's reign, he was made 
Billiop of Winchefter, and in Queen Ma- 
ry's time condemned together with Bifliop 
Ridley, to be burnt at Oxford, Septem- 
ber 16, 1555, being them aged 80 years. 

This holy Bifliop at hearing the fen- 
tence, thanked God that he was called to glo- 

N ' \^>]^ 
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rify him in his old age, by that kind of 
death. i 

He fpake to Ridley, and faid, '' We 
V ihall this day light fuch a candle, by 
'' God's grace in England, as I truft fhall ne- 
ver be put out/' When the flames were kind- 
led, he earneftly called upon the Lord to 
receive his foul, and feemed to feel no pain 
in the fire. 

Nicholas Ridley, Bifliop of London, 
was born 6f an ancient and confiderable fa- 
mily in the county of Durham, and bred 
in the Univerfity of Cambridge, where he 
took the degrees of Batchelor in Divinity. 

He was greatly beloved by King Edward 
VL who firft promoted him to theBiftiopric 
of Rochefter, and afterward of London. 

He wrote feveral things againft the Papifts, 
and after Queen Mary's fucceflion to the 

crown, 
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crown, he was deprived of his Bifiaopric. 
imprifoned and burnt at Oxford, ia that 
bloody year 1555^ having for feveral days 
before maintained the Proteflant Domine 
againft the moft noted fcholars iherr, wto 
difputed for preferment. HilL Dicu 

When Biffiop Brooks of the Church cf 
EngJand,( which at that time was iJae ch .27:1:1 
of Rome/) was going to degrade Ridley , hr 
defired him to recant from his ceviiiik: an i 
fantaftical opinion; to which Ridley replied 
that his coufcience afliired him the Doc- 
trine he taught was found and according :^ 
God's word, and that the Lord beirg his 
helper he would maintain it as long as hi% 
tongue could wag, and in confirmation 
thereof he would feal it with his blood. 

Brooks defired him to confefs the Pope's ho- 
linefs, and acknowledge him fuprcme hea^i 
of the Church ; but Ridley for anfwer told 
him, he wondered hie (hould talk fo fool- 
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i(h to him, and that he would do no obe- 
dience at all to the Bifhop of Rome, nor 
his ufurped authority for good and godly 
reafons : and he refufed to wear the fur- 
plice, which was firft worn by Pagan 
Priefts, and was brought into the Church 
of Rome, by Pope Adrian, A. D. 796* 

The night before his fuffering, he faid he 
was going to be married the next day, and 
feemed as merry as ever : and that though 
his breakfaft would be fomething fharp 
and painful ; yet he was fure his fupper 
would be more pleafant and fweet. 

His brother offered to watch with him 
that night, but he faid, no ! for he had a 
mind, God willing, to go to bed and to 
fleep as quietly as ever he did in his life : 
does {his feem a flrange faying of a man 
who knew he was to be burned the next day ? 
Many martyrs have fpokc in like man- 
ner, owing to the ^ffurance of God's love, 

and 
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and an everlafting reward in heaven, parti- 
cularly Laurentius^ who, after laying a 
confiderable time on one fide on a gridiron, 
fpoke to this effefl ; 

This fide enough is toafted. 
Then turn me tyrant, and eat. 

And fee whether raw or roafled, 
I fcem the better meat. 

The fire in which Ridley was burnt, was 
made in fuch a manner that his lower parts 
were confumed before the flame touched the 
upper part of his body; but he did not for- 
get to call upon God, and defired them to 
let the fire come unto him. 

A protellant minifl:er of Bohemia was tor- 
tured with frefli and more fevere acts of 
cruelty every day for thirty days together. 
When a martyr who fuffered abroad, was 
called upon to defend his religion he faid 
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he could not convince them by argument, 
but he was willing *o fuffer for it. 

Many poor creatures fuffcred death only 
for fpeaking a word, or reading the Lord's 
prayer in Englifh. 

The Bifliop of Litchfield told Mrs. Lewis, 
if {he believed no more than was in the 
fcriptures, fhe was a damnable heretic. 

Mr. John Knox, the Scotch Reformift, 
preached publicly in Scotland, in 1556. 

Queen Mary and her hufband, Philip of 
Spain, iffued-their bloody proclamation a- 
gainft the Proteftants on the eighth of Fe- 
bruary, 1556. 

pn the twenty-firfl: of March, Archbi- 
fh op Cramp er was burnt at Oxford in the 
fixty-rfeventhyear of his age, and the twen- 
ty-third of his primacy. 

Who 
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** Who fees them- aft, but envies ev'ry dtfcd ? 

" Who hears them groan, and does not wifii to bleed ?" 

In order to degrade Cranmcr, they put 
on him the Ecclefiaftical Robes made of 
courfe canvafs very ragged, and took 
them from him one by one in form. They 
degraded all priefts before they fuffered, 
becaufe it fhould not be faid that a prieft 
fuffered a {hameful death. 

Cranmer was prevailed upon to recant iii 
order to iaye his life, but notwithftand- 

ing all the promifes the Papifts made him 

they foon took away his life, and he to (how 

his repentance, burnt of his right hand 

with which he had figned his recantation. 

Cuthbert Simfon was three tiipes rack- 
ed and then burnt in Smithfield on the 
twenty-eighth of March 1558. 

Cicely Ormes faid, fhe did not expeft to 

bq 



i 
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be faved becaufe ftie was to be burnt for 
the Truth's fake, but becaufe Chrift died 
for repenting finners. 

'' Yes, fuch my crimes, fuch my offences are^ 

They leave not Juftice any room to fparc ; 

When thunders roar, and forked lightenings blaze, 

In perilhing th avwiging hand Til praife ; 

For wherefoe'cr thy dreadful thunders fall. 

The blood of Chrift redeems me from them all. 

The fame day that Ridley and Latimer 
were burnt at Oxford, the old Duke of 
Norfolk paid a vifit to Bifhop Gardiner, 
at his houfe in London, in order to dine 
\v^ith him, but that arch-perfecutor faid he 
would not eat till he received pofitive aflu- 
ranee of the execution of Ridley and La- 
timer : as foon as the meffenger arrived, 
be faid *'now, my lord duke, we can fet 
down to refrefti ourfelves with pleafiire.'* 
But obferve the hand of God (fays South- 
well) on this impious prieft : no fooner 

had 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY loi 

had he fwallowed a few morfels, but he 
was fuddenly feifed with fo violent a fit of 
illnefs, that he was obliged to be taken from 
table, and from that moment to the laft of 
his life (which was fifteen days) never was 
free from the greateft mifery and torture. 

Thus a per/ecutor died miferably in his 
own houfe, while the perfccuted died joy- 
fully in the open .field and in the flaming fire. 



*'Martyrs 'midft woes their tcftimony give, 
Adore to fuffer. and but die to live. 
Racks o'er their mind to make impreflion fail. 
Torments are vain,, and fears cannot prevail ; 
Youth full of fpirits, age replete with pain , 
Rcdgn their lives a glorious crown to gain : 
The numerous troops of pious Martyrs prove, 
That PERSECUTIONS cannot CHRISTIANS move 
Racks, tortrues, gibbets, fwords, are try'd in vain, 
They fmile while fuffering and rejoice in pain : 
With eager joy for CHRIST refign th^ir breath. 
And meet SALVATION in the arms of DEATH : 
While perfccutors down to Hell will go, 
,To groan in chains of everlafting wgc, " 



*v 
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The Papifts have aflerted, that all thofc 
•* Vho fuffered death during the reign of 
'Queeti Mary, had been adjudged guilty of 
^ high treafbn." But let it here be remem- 
bered that thofe guilty of high treafon are 
tb be hanged and t5[uartered (not burnt) &- 
l^reable to the ftatute of the twenty-fifth of 
fidWard t. chapter twenty-fixth. 

In 1551, the Common Prayer was firft 
read ih Chrift-Church, Dublin, on Eafter- 
Day, when blood was fecn to drop down 
the face of the image of Chrift. Archbi- 
fhop Browne ordered it to be fearched, and 
walhed, to fee whether it would bleed a- 
frefti; this was no Iboner done, than a 
fponge full of blood was found in the head 
of the image, which Leigh, an artful monk, 
had fixed there that morning, 

Dn Cole, in his way to Ireland, vifited 
the Mayor of Cheller, and taking out of 
his cloak bag, a leathern box, faid, *' Here 
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is a commiffion that (hall lafti the Prote- 
ftants of Ireland." The mayor's woman fer* 
vant (being a Proteftant) on hewing this, 
watched an opportunity^ took out the com- 
mHBon^ and put in a pack of cards^ with 
the knave of clubs at the top : and before 
another commilfion could be obtained froio 
England^ Queen Mary died with a broken 
heart. 



GHAP. 
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* CHAP. IX. 

from the Accfjfion of Queen Elizabeth, to the death 
0f Charles I. including a Jpace oj neargo years^ 

QUEEN Elizabeth, Daughter to Henry 
Vin. (by Ann Boleyn his fecond 
wife,) fucceeded Queen Mary in 1558* 

In her firft Parliament the laws made by 
Mary for eftablifliing Popery were repeal- 
ed ; for which Elizabeth was excommuni- 
cated by a bull of Pope Pius V. and her 
fubjefts abfolved from fubjeftion to her. 
And foon after an Aft of Uniformity was 
pafled. 

Mary, Queen of Scots, was kept a prifon- 

er in England eighteen years, then brougljt 

to trial, and (fome fay without fufficient 

l|' proof 
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proof of guilt) beheaded the eighteenth of 
February 1585. 

Elizabeth was profperous both by land 
and fea. She aflifted the Scots againft the 
French, the Hugonots or French Prote- 
ftants againft the Papifts, and both againft 
the Spaniards ; and for fome time cherifli- 
ed the new-fprung Rates of Holland 

It is faid that this learned Princes could 
fpeak five or fix different languages. 

In the begining of her reign fome of thofe 
Proteftants returned to England, who 
in Mary's reign had fled into Germany, 
where fome of them were for confining, 
themfelves to the ufe of forms, as they had 
been eftabliftied at home, and others were 
for improving their liberty to the utmoft, 
in reforming what ever they thought excep- 
tionable in them. 
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But when they came to England they 
found the terms of conformity fo narrow 
that many could not in confcience comply 
with them ; for the Queen was fond of ce- 
retoomes and extending her authority in 
Church afiairs. 

And by the Aft of Uniformity they were 

not left at liberty to worfhip God according 

to the diftates of their own confciences, but 
were obliged to comply with the rules of 

conformity and the Common Prayer Book ; 

though it ftill contained many Popifli fen* 

tenccs and ceremonies none dared to fpeak 

againft it, under pain of fix months im- 

prifonment without bail or mainprize, and 

for the fecond offence during life. See 

the A61 of Uniformity at the beginning of 

the Common Prayer Book* 

One of the Popifh fentences js a$ follows, 
in the vifitation of the fick, " And by his 
authority committed to me, I abfolve thee 

from 
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from all thy fins, in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the fon, and of the Holy 
Ghoft. Amen/' And there is a fentence 
in the catechifm that teaches the child to 
fay of its baptifm, •* wherein I was made a 
member of Chrift, a child of God, and an 
inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven." 
From this the child is taught to conclude, 
that its being baptized in a lawful manner 
delivers it from the curfe of Original (in, 
which " in every perfon born into this 
world, it deferveth God's wrath and dam- 
nation :" as 'tis faid in the ninth article of 
Religion. 

If an heir of wrath be made an heir of glo- 
ry only by the rite of circumcifion, or 
baptifm without faith, then it would fecm 
as if the death of Chrift was of no account : 
for if the perfon that has been lawfully bap- 
tized live ever fo wicked a life and die with- 
outany figns of repentance, he is buried 
*' in fure and certain hope of the tcCmtxc^c- 
ton toetrunal life." See lhe\)ux\2i\ fexNV 
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At the review of the Litany in Queen E- 
lizabeth's time, the following petition was 
left out,/* from the Bifhop of Rome, and 
all his deteftable enormities, good Lord 
deliver us. " ■' ■ ■ 

Shall I add one word more (a number 
might be added) on this fubje£l or fhall I for- 
• bear for. fear of giving offence ? biit why 
fhouldl offend if I fpeak the truth ? then 
give me leave to fay^j that much as the 11- 
turgy has been extolled by great and learn- 
ed men, it is well known that a great part of 
it was taken word for word from the Mafs 
Book ! And when the Devonfhire men were 
ftirredup to rebellion on account of the al- 
teration of their Mafs Book, King Edward 
VL told them in a letter to quiet them, that^ 
''As for the fervice in the Englifh tongue, it 
perchance feems to you a new fervice, but 
yet indeed it is no other but the old, the 
fdf fame words in Englifh." Accordingly 
fomc of the Popes offered to confirm the 

^' En- 
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JEnglifh liturgy!* Let it here be remembered 
that the followers of Wickliffe, and thofe 
Proteftants who diflentcd from the Church 
of England, before flie renounced Popery 
were called- Lollards, and Wicklifiites, and 
now thofe who defired a further reforma- 
tion in the liturgy ( though fome of them 
were willing to comply with it, in hopes of 
its being reformed in the next reign) and 
could not in confcience comply with it, 
** were by their enemies called Puritans, as 
a term of reproach, on account of their 
attempting a purer form of worihip ^and 
difcipline than had as yet been eftabliflied^" 

The Puritans, finding no profpeft of a fur- 
ther reformation from the Legiflature, fome 
of the leading perfons among them refolved 
to attempt it in a more private way : for this 
purpofe they ereflcd a Prefby tery at Wandf- 
worth, ( fix miles S. W. of London ) Nov. 

P 20, 1572. 

^ i' 

• The 39 articles %vai firft produced in 2L'coT«cw:;iX\^XN.^\ 
the Clergy in 1 462m 
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20,1572. This was the firft Prefbyteriaa. 
Church in England. 

On the eve of St Bartholomew's Day, 
Auguft 24, 1572 the Maffacre of Paris was 
begun ; weapons having been put into the 
hands of above fixty thoufand furious and 
bigotted Papifts, who begun their work at 
midnight, at the ringing of a bell ; theflaugh- 
ter made that night and the two fucceeding 
days, caufed the waters pf the Seine to ap- 
pear of a crimfon colour from the number 
of mangled carcafes thrown into that river. 
After the Proteftants were maffacred. the 
greafe of fome of their plumped bodies 
was extracted " and fold for three (hillings 
per pound."* Marfhal Tavannes rode 
about the ftreets crying "let blood! let' 
blood !" And when he was on his death-bed- 
h^ faid '' I confider it as a meritorious a6lion 
that will walh away all my fins." In the 

courfe 

^ See Southwell's new Book ot Martyrs, page 104^ 
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courfe of a few days one hundred thoufand 
Pirotcftants were murdered in France. 

« Sack, ravifli, malTacre, dcftroy, burn, flay, 
K€t what you will, fo pop'ry makes its way.— 
' Such arc the thoughu that iiU each popi(h mind. 
And fiKh the enmity they bear mankind;*' 

Queen Elizabeth was refolved that the 
Clrarch of England {hould not be under 
the jurifdiftiori of the Bifhop of Rome ; 
which fo enraged Phillip II. of Spain, and 
the Pope, that a formidable fleet was foon 
equipped to invade England, with nineteen 
thoufand two hundred and ninety foldiers, 
^ eight thoufand two hundred and fifty fea- 
men, twoliundred and eighty galley-flaves, 
and two thoufand fix hundred and thirty 
peices of ordnance. When it failed from the 
Tagus, on the 29th of May, 1588, it con- 
filled of one hundred and eighty {hips ; of 
which one hundred were larger than had 
ever before appeared on the coaft of En- 
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gland. The Pope went to the water-fide, 
and, on feeing the fleet blefled it, and ftiled 
it ** the Invincible Armada." 

Elizabeth told her troops, that flie would 
fboner perifh in the field of battle, than live 
to fee the flavery of her people. On the 1 2 
of July, the Spaniards entered the Britifli 
Channel, where they were defeated by the 
Englifh fleet under the command of Admiral 
Howard, and moft fliips that efcaped him 
were deftroyed by a violent tempeft. On 
board the Spanifli fleet were a vaft number 
of poifoned inftruments, defigned for the cru- 
el torture and death of the £nglifli« When 
the Spaniards were aflced by the £nglifli 
what their intentions were, had their expe- 
dition fucceeded, they replied.** to extir* 
pate the whole from the Illand, at lead all 
Heretics (as they called the Proteftants) and 
to fend theip fouls to hell." but thanks to 
Providence their intentions were defeated* 



In 
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In this reign Sir Francis Drake travelled 
round the world in twelve days lefs than 
three years in a fmall (hip tailed the Pelicaiu 
The Papifts in Ireland made feveral at- 
tempts to deftroy the Proteftants in the lat- 
ter end of Queen Elizabeth's reign. When 
James VI. of Scotland (and afterwards I. of 
England) returned from Norway on the ift 
of May 9 159O9 he declared his particular fa- 
tisfa6Uon in his Church of Scotland as the 
beft reformed Church in the world. In May, 
1592, Prcfbytry was eftabliflied in Scotland 
by Aft of Parliament. The Puritans in En- 
gland were treated with great leverity, 
particularly the followers of Robert Brown, 
who was educated at Corpus Chrifti College, 
Cambridge, and was a preacher in the dio- 
cefc of Norwich : He wrote very vehement- 
ly and went about the country, preaching 
againft the difcipline.and ceremonies of the 
Church. His principles were fomthing like 
thofe who were afterwards called Indepen- 
dents. Many of the Bifhops behaved cru- 
elly 
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dly to the Puritans ; and **an Aft was pafled 
which fubjeftcd thofe that did not conform 
to the ceremonies of the Church to banifti- 
itlent, and in cafe of refUfal or return, to 
death*** In this rei^ the High Commfflion 
Court was inftituted, which Mr.Palmicr fays, 
might truly be called, the Englifh Inquifiti- 
on: the Court of Star-Chamber alfo con- 
ftantly fat in this reign, and was to thelafl: de^* 
gree ievere in its cenfures and banifhments^ 
which increafed the number of the Puritans, 
and determined them to feparate from the 
eftablifhed Church. Certain it is-^aysa 
learned divine of the eftabliflied Church} 
that in civil matters, people are obliged to 
be obedient to the powers in being ; but 
Religion is an affair of confequence, with 
which no Prince has a right to interfere, 
unlefs thofe fentiments tend towards dif* 
fturbing the peace of public focietJ> 

^' JLet Caefar's due be ever paid. 
To Cafar and his throne : 

But 
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jBut confciences and fouls were made^ 
To be the Lords alone." 

The Proteftants of Holland were at length 
denied the benefit of the Englifli ports by 
Queen Elizabeth, for fear of offending the 
Spaniards; at which time the people of 
Holland were in the utmoft diftrefs ; for the* 
firft wife Prince of Orange was then found- 
ing the commonwealth of the United Pro- 
vinces. The wars and cruelties carried on 
againft them by the Spaniards are horrid to 
think of. 

The Duke of Alva (under Philip II. king 
pf Spfiin) caufed eighteen thoufand Prote- 
ftants to be murdered in the Netherlands. 
Philip IL gave up his only fon, Don Carlos, 
to the Inquifitiori, pafling fentence of death 
upon him himfelf. 

The King of Spain offered twenty-five 
thoufand crowns, if any man would bring 
him the Prince of Orange, dead or alive, 

where- 
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whereupon Beltazar Gerad, a Papiftvillian, 
pretending to be a Proteftant, by artfulnefs 
found means to approach the Prince for a 
paffport, and then {hot him with a piftol, 
the Prince only faying, " Lord have mercy 
^' on my foul, and this poor people." He 
was fucceeded by his grandfon, William IL^ 
Prince of Orange. 

The United Provinces of the Netherlands 
are faid to contain two millions of people. 
Their eftabliftied religion is Calvinifm or 
Prefbyterianifm, but every feft is tolerated. 
Their learning is flouriftiing; and few 
countries can boaft of more learned men : 
their language is corrupt German, called 
Low Dutch, though fome ufe French and 
Englifh. Their commerce is in almofl 
every thing : therefore " The United ^ro*. 
^* vinccs may properly be called the grand 
" magazine of Europe.'*, 

' The Prefident of the United States, or 

Stad- 
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Stadtholdcr, is William V. Prince of 
Orange and Naflau. Orange is a city, uni- 
verfity, and principality, inclofed by the 
kingdom of France. 

In the Auftrian and French Netherlands 
are a million and a half of Flemings, who 
are moftly Papifts. 

In 159^ the Earl of Beziers with the 
Albigenfes were taken, and the city of Be- 
ziers burnt. -The Pope's bloody legate 
cried out to his troops, ^' Kill them, kill 
*^ them all, kill man, woman, and child, 
.** kill Roman Catholics as well as Albigen- 
*^ fes ; for when they are dead, the Lord 
" knows how to pick out his own," Thus 
the bigotted Papifts took away fixty thou- 
fand innocent fouls* 

From tortVing racks, and burning fire, 
: And feas of their own blood they came. 
But nobler blood has wafhed their robes. 
Flowing from Chrill, their dying L^mb, 
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The Bible was divided into chapters in 
the i6th century. Queen Elizabeth choie 
for her fuccciFor, the fon of Mary, Queen 
of Scots, James VL and the hundredth and 
eighth king of Scotland. The Scots have a 
catalogue of their kings ever fince Fergus 
I. who, according to their account, began 
his reign 330 years before Chrift. 

James was very young when he began to 
govern. His firll affcmbly declared again ft 
bifhops. Afterwards the titular Archbi- 
fliop of Glafgow, with fome of the guard, 
pulled a minifter out of the pulpit at Glaf- 
gow. The Scots w^ere jealous of their reli- 
gion on account of the king'? having Pa- 
pifts' at court, and great difturbances arofe 
in Church and State, which cod many their 
lives. The Papift noblemen Tent to the 
King of Spain to invade Scotland. 

The Proteftant noblemen and miniflers 
took great care of the State in the abfence 

f^ of 
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of tlie King, when he went to Berghcn in 
Norway for his Queen. Berglicn is the 
capital of Noi-way. In tlie fouth the days 
are nineteen hoars long^ and in the nortli 
fix. The queen was drove thither by ftrefs 
of weather, as fhc was coming from her fa- 
ther, Frederic II. King of Denmark. 

Denmark and Norway both embrace the 
Reformed religion, as well as Iceland, 
where there ^re burning mountains; but 
the people of Lapland are very obftinate 
Pagans. In the fummer the fun circulates 
round for three months without fetting, 
which makes it as extremely hot, as the 
winter is cold, for it lies very much to the 
north. *'^A Serpent of the Ocean was fiiot 
in the Lapland feas by the maftcr of a vefTel 
in 1756: its head was like that of a horfc, 
its body as large as a hogflicad, and ir^; 
length three hundred feet. There is alfo 
another monftrouS creature in thofe leas, 
called the Kraten, which is near a mile and 

an 
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an half in circumference.* There is alfo 
at fome feafons, a moft dreadful vortex, or 
whirlpool of water, which will draw (hip5 
into it from a confiderable diftance : their 
king was abfolute in 1660." 

In Sweden, the heats of fummer ar« 
fometimes fo great as to fet the forefts oil 
fire^ The people are Lutherans ; but the 
tlefgy have no direftion in ftate affairs, and 
no Papift priefts are fuffered there. 

In the fouthern parts of the empire of 
Ruflia> or Mufcovy, the dayis at longeft 

are 



* or that fea-beaft, 

I.eViathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugeft : that fwim the ocean's ftream : 
Him haply flumb'ring oA the Norway foaito^ 
The pilot of fome fmall night-founder'd ikiff 
Deeming fome ifland, oft, as fea-tnen tell, 
With fixed anchor in his fcaly rind, 
Moors by his fide under the lee, while night 
Inv^fis the fea, and wiftied morn delays. 
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am but fifteen hours and an half long, but 
in the northern parts the fun is abo^e the 
horizon above two months. The people 
are computed at twenty-four millions, who 
arc much given to drunkennefs. Their re- 
ligion is that of the Greek church, (which 
in niany things refembles that of Rome) 
but there are all others in this extenfive 
country, which reaches out of Europe into 
Afia. 

James VI: of Scotlarid eftablifhed Prefby- 
try, andwas,a very learned prince. The 
Scots are ftid to amount to more than a 
million and a half of people ; and it is not 
in the power of bribes to overcome their 
fwotn fidelity to each other. They are 
thought to have fprung from the Scy- 
thians : their ancient language is Celtic, but 
the moft polite fpeak Englifh. They have 
an inftitution for the propagation of reli- 
gion in foreign parts ; and for the propaga- 
tion of religion and learning at home : pub- 
lic 
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Ireland is fuppofed to contain near three 
millions of people. In the interior parts 
of the kingdom, many old cufloms ftill 
prevail, fuch as funeral howling, &c. 
They hold meetings on Sundays, and 
dance to the bagpipe, but their mirth ge-- 
ncrally ends in violent quarrels. They 
live in huts of clay and ftraw, with a large 
hole in the roof, to let out the fmoke. The 
cftabliftied religion is the fame as in En- 
gland, but the greateft part of the Irifli are 
Roman Catholics, and keep their own 
bifhops, &c. There are alfo a numbex: of 
Prefbyterians, Anabaptifts, Quakers, and 
Metb6difts. That great curiofity, the 
Giant's Caufeway is in Ireland. ^ 

- The year in which James L came to be 
poflefled of thefe kingdornt, the book of 
Canons was eftablifhed by. Parlii4ment, 
which rendered the terms .of conformity 
harder than ever, notwithftandiijLg a peti- 
tion, fpr a further Teformation- was pre* 

\ - V: • fented 
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fented, fignedby athoufand minifters. In 
January, 1604, a conference was appointed 
at Hamplon-Court, about reforming fome 
things in the Church, which it is faid, ended 
without any alteration at all. k has been 
affirmed, that the bifhops folicited his Ma- 
j^fty not to ^Iter any things left the Popifh 
Recufants and Puritafns fhould inftiit. 

Thomas Piercy, a rigid papift, and a 
near relation to the Earl of Northumber- 
land, hired a large cellar under the Houfe 
of Lords, and bought a large quantity of 
fea-coal which was in it, and conveyed 
thirty barrels of gunpowder from Holland 
into the faid cellar to blow up the king and 
parliament , and then to fpread a report, 
that the inhuman Puritans were guilty of 
this aftion. One of the confpirators fent a 
letter to Lord Monteagle to be abfent from 
the Parliament-Houfe on the 5th of No^ 
vember, 1605 ; by which means the plot 
was difcovered one day before. The Pa- 
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pills were determined to havfe blown \ip the 
kin 7 and parliament ; though in his fpeecfaj 
to both houfes, March 19, that faiqe year, 
Ke had fpoken very fharply of the Puritans, 
and moderately of the Church of Rome. 
And afterwards he faid, that the Pope had 
done him many private good offices, which 
he fhould be ready to return. .He alfo fet- 
tled bifhops in Scotland, by a Parliament 
at Perth ; which occafioned many contells 
w iih the oppofite party. 

James iffued a proclamation for the jcn* 
couragement of diverfions on Sundays, 
commonly called the ^©ok of fports. Thofe 
Puritans, *^* That were out of the church 
^nd thofe that were iipi it, were perfecuted 
by the bilhops with gri^at violence; feveral 
hundreds of the moft confcifentious mini- 
fters were filenced, imprifoned, excommu- 
nicated, and many of them fled from this 
perfecution into Holland, and afterwards, 
patp the wilds of America. The firft who 
ft.. . / fettled 
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/ettled in Holland, wctc the folio-e-r c' 
one Mr. Robinfon, who is coB^orJ«i mr 
the father of the Iiidcpeiidmis^ He iouDi- 
ed a church at Leyden on the corprrz- 
tional plan : Mr. Henry Jacobs there ::^- 
bibed his fentiments on Chuzdi-gp^crz- 
ffl^nt ; and when he returned to Esgisi^d. 
founded the firft Independent choirh^ A. D. 
1616. 

Thort who fled to America met v. ith gie?* 
difficulties : but their number increaiin j 
by reafon of perfecution at homp. they laid 
the foundation of a coble feulemerr, 
which has proved an afylum for non-con- 
formiftsw 

Thofe f topic foon began to fiourifn, v.ho 
tranfported themfelves to America, or as 
fome telm it. the New World, on account 

of its being newly difcovered, and becaufe 
it i^ at fuch a diilance from the other three 
quarters of the world. Europe is parted 
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from Afia only by a river : and Afia and 
Africa are joined together by a fmall neck 
of land^ called the Ifthmus of Suez^. 

Chrlftopher Columbus difcovered the 
Weft Indies and Anierica in 1492 : he, with 
the Spanifh failors, landed firft at St, Do- 
mingo or Hifpaniola : the inoffenfive na- 
tives were afterwards cruelly murdered by 
the Spaniards ; for, in the fpace of forty 
years, the Spaniards deftroyed above 
twelve millions of inhabitants. 

America extends from 80 degrees north 
to 56 degrees* of fouth latitude ; arid from 
25 ^o 136 degrees weft longitude : it is be- 
tween eight and nine thoufand miles in 
length, and, in fome parts, near three 
thoufand fix hundred and ninety miles ih 
breadth. The equinoftial line parts north 

and 



^^o Geographical, or 6^ i -half Englidi miles make a 
decree* 
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,and South America. A great part of 
South America belongs to the Spaniards, 
who have eftablifhed the Inquifition there, 
in which Mr. Rame was imprifoned four 
years, during which time he was told, that 
the Proteftant religion was the invention of 
one Calvin, a very bad man, to which Mr. 
Rame replied, that what he profcffed was 
the Religion of Jefus Chrift. He arrived 
fafe in London, on the 18th of Auguft, 
1687. His fetters at one time weighed 
twenty-five pounds. 

Terra Firma, 6r Caftillo del Oro, is one 
thoufand four hundred miles in length, 
and feven hundred in breadth. In this 
place grows the Manzailio-Tree, wjhich is 
{j6 impregnated with poifon, that " even 
** fleeping under its fliade caufes fwellings, 
•* and the greateft tortures in the human 
** body." In the valleys of Peru and Lima, 
it never rains, and a dew falls every night, 
and it is fubjeft to earthquakes. And in 
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Chili Ihdfe isi n6 rain> They have no* kings, 
each hiaftet of a fiftiily being its indepe^A- 
deftt fovereign. Wheh they go tb ^ar, 
they iare led by a fuperibfi whom they call 
a chief, but he receives neither falary or 
reward. In ParagUiy of La Plata, grows 
the herb Pardguayj which is fo iifeful to 
the human hodf, that the mines woiild 
foon be abandoned, if the miners wcire not 
fupplied with it by thdt matters. The Jd- 
fuits have great fettlements there : for thofc 
fathers, being fent from Spain to introduce 
Chriftianity among the Indians, about the 
middle of the 17th century, fcnt a memo- 
rial to the king of Spain, that if thofe Spa- 
niards in that coiintry continued to a£k in 
the wretched mariner they had done, it was 
impoflible to convert the Indians : upon 
which the Court of Spain immediately gave 
certain parts of the country .to thofe fa- 
thers, in which they were to a£l without 
controul: they therefore forbade the pro- 
fane 
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fene Spaniarcfe to come n.eatr them, and got 
fifty wandering familiea, (fince increafecj to 
a great: numbpr)^ tc^ fettk wHh thero^ and 
formed ia iciew govemwent ; they jjre re- 
ported to be kind to ftrangers. 

The'Spanifli Iflands in America are tbefe, 
Cuba, Hifpaniola or St. Domingo, Porto 
Rico : the Virgin Iflands are very fmall ; 
Trinidad near Tobago, Margaritta, and 
Juan Fernaqdez. 

The Portuguefe dominions contains Bra- 
ail, which is two thoufand five hundred 
miles iR length, and feven hundred in 
breadth : there are mines of gold and dia* 
raonds. The French have Cayenne, or 
Equino^ial Frarnce, and the Iflands of 
Martinico, Gaudalpupe, St. Bartholomew, 
Defenda, and Marigalante. 

The Dutch fettlements are Surinam, or 

Dutch 
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Dutch Guinea, which is above twelve hun- 
dred miles in length, and near fix hundred 
in breadth : with feveral other Iflands : and 
the Danes poflefs the Iflands of St. Tjbomas, 
St. Croix, &c. 

North America contains New Britain, 
which is extremely cold. In Canada, there 
are fmall rattle-fnakes ; and cotton trees, 
which ferve for fugar as well as ^tton. 
NovaScoiia, or New Scotland, is a poor, 
cold place. 

New England/ is five hundred and fifty 
miles in length, and two hundred in breadth, 
has feven months fevere winter, - and five 
extremely hot fummer ; but the cleamefs 
of the fl^y makes amends for thefe extremes ; 
it is the beft cultivated place belonging to 
the Englifh, and has exceeding fine- iron 
mines.. The firft fettlers were Indepen- 
dents. ' ' 



In 
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In 1621 5 the Puritans who weye violently 
perfecuted by Archbifhop Laud and others, 
on account of their religion, refolved to 
feek an afylum in America : accordingly 
they purchafed the territory, which was 
within the jurifdiftion of the Plymouth 
company ; and the king gave them leave 
to fettle in what manner they thought beft. 
and in theyeiar 1630, they had built Salem, 
Dorchcfter, Charles-Town, and Bofton. 
The fouth and weft divifions of New-En- 
gland, that is, the Provinces of Rhode- 
Ifland and Connefticut, enjoyed ^' The 
" power of chufmg the governor, the 
" council, the aifembly, and all their own 
*• magiftrates ; to which was added, the li- 
'^ bcrty of making fiich laws a$ were not op- 
" polite to thofe of Great-Britain, without 
" the concurrence of the crown." The 
firft fettlers were independents : but there 
are now numerous congregations, moft of 
which diffent from the Church of England, 
and every particular fociety among them is 

S independent 



i 
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independent .of ajl other ecclefiaftical jurir-^ 
difiioo, ; nor does there lie ^ny appeal from, 
their puniftiments or cenfures. In the 
town of Cambridge there is an univerfity, 
coniifting of Haverford College, and 
Stoughton-Hall, which has a library well 
fiimiflied with books. This univerfity ^n-. 
joys the power of creating Doftors in Di- 
vinity, by virtue of a charter granted to 
them in the reign of King William and 
Queen Mary. Our exports to New-En^ 
gland, upon an average of three years, were 
calculated at three hundred and feventy 
thoufand pounds. The people are com- 
puted to be about fix hundred thouland 
fouls. 

In New- York and the Jerfie&, the Church 
of England is eftabliftied, but all fefts of 
Chriftians are tolerated, if they are not 
trouWefome to fociety. A college was 
founded in the town of Brunfwick, in the 
year 1746, by Goverijor Belcher. The 

truftees 
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truftecs of this college are ufually Prefby- 
terians; and it is under the direflfion of 
a prefident. At Albany the governor of 
the northern provinces meets the Sachems 
or Kings of the Five Nations or Ircquois, 
in otder to renew their alliances. 

The colony of Pennfylvania, was found- 
ed by Mn Penn, who was a Quaker, as 
are numbers of the inhabitants; but 
thriftians of all denominations are tole- 
tated, and have a fhare in the government. 
At Philadelphia there is an academy, the 
members of which have compofeda volume 
of papers, in the manner of the Philofo- 
phkal Tranfaftions ; which does honour to 
that infant feminary : this city is uncom- 
-monly great and commercial. 

Maryland was fettled in 1632, by Lord 
Baltimore, who was a Papift, in favour with 
Charles I. and therefore hated by the peo- 
ple ; he was deprived of his pofleffions by 
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James II. At prefent, the Proteftant reli- 
gion prevails, and Papifts are excluded 
from all places of truft and power. 

, Virginia was firft difcoveredby Sir Fran- 
cis Drake, who named it Virginia, in ho- 
nour of his queen, Elizabeth. It had an 
upper and lower houfe of affembly. 

North and South Carolina, with Georgia, 
was not fettled till 1732 : an orphan-houfe 
was founded there by the late Rev. Mn 
Whitfield, which is now a college for the 
education of youth, who are chiefly d^- 
figned for the miniftry. In Charles-Town, 
there is a very fine church : the French, 
the Prefbyterians, the Quakers, &€* havp 
all their refpeftive places of worfhip, in a 
very neat ftile* 

Eaft and Weft Florida is as yet but, an 
infant colony. 

L The 



The SpudETOi^ r^maiT n. TfofellfTii * 
Califomia, air'Oiiii iir I^snrzi Z^r^jk 
look it in 15^"- Tic >ia[n2m arri k.^ 
New Mexico, izni ijj£ 'JLmc^ t Jrrr 
Spain ; vhert zztsrtsm nine? it ^^*i. xr.i 
filver, whkii tuLz^t^^ -nsui: xrirr. - iir-' 
are faid to dzfiir izzlu;^^^ imzL i3ci r-ir-^- 
ten miUions of rrnceT^. 

On the ccsc^ c r Aru^rxx 201^ lie 'T'ry;^^* 
of Xevfo-urilni^ Ci^ limiii^ ir. 
Johns, Bem-inf -^r 'jutt ^zz^irzji^ I'lrr. 
Lucay'sor tae Sijsnis. ILin-i::. in-i- li...- 
Iflands, cearCHL 

The We£i LjEo. ILni*::: r.—^ :;-li:. n t 
the torrid zoae. vierttiit ii:i. :. ^rr.v-. 
twice every j^^r-. rj:^vzrt *::/* I..::i. :: ri.i- 
ful huiTic2::f:5- tlsc ilf^ ji^uu'i; i.:t t* 
proteci;oa : for :j.t r:-:^: irt ^--j'z, ::: 
with the nrfj bl-'t- ^ri^ ti^ .-:.i.:r.i- .r t- 
pofed to the T2: .., tl-r:fit:r- L^r^i^z^ i.M 
fomctimes an tznh^isJL't. 
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Jamaica wai taken from the Spaniards by 
the Admiirals Penn and Venables, iii 1656; 
it is very fubjeft to hurricanes and earth- 
quakes. The falary of the Governor, (who, 
as we were lately tojd, was Lord George 
Germaine's fon) is not lefs than ten; thou- 
fand pounds per annum. 

Barbadoes is the moft eafterly of all the 
Weft India Ifiands, and Tobago the moft 
foutherly. 

James I. died in 1625, and was fucceed- 
ed by his fon, Charles I. then Prince of 
Wales and Duke of Cornwall. 

From the 16th of December, 1624, to 
^he 15th of December, 1625, thirty-five 
ti.-^ufand four hundred and fevente^n per- 
fons died with the plague. 

. When\ Charles afcended the throne, he 

gave 
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gave fuch early indications of a defpotic 
difpofition, and of Jiis partiality for Vil- 
liers, Duke of Buckingham, who, in the 
preceding reign had made himfelf odious to 
the niition, that the Parliament refufed him 
tlie neceflary fupplies for carrying on the 
war againft Spain. In his fpeech to the 
Parliament in 1626, he faid, " Remember 
*^ that Parliaments are altogether in my 
•* power, for their calling, fitting, and dif- 
folutions.' • And fome time after, he faid, 
he wa» accountable to God alone. His 
queen had iE^ Romifh chapel at Somerfet- 
Houfe. He was crowned in Scotland in 

After the Duke of Buckingham was mur- 
dered, the king ftill continued his arbitrary 
proceedings, which determined the Parlia- 
ment not to grant him any fupplies. The , 
king then laid impofitions on trade, which 
being done without the confent of Parlia- 
menti feyeral merchants, nwmhers of the 

Hoqfe 
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Houfe of Commons refufed to pay them* 
This (fays a learned prelate) was one of 
the caufes, which brought that tyrant to 
the block. Charles foon found himfelf 
obliged to diffolve the parliament : after- 
wards he imprifoned nine of the principar 
members of the Lower Houfe ; but this 
only ferved to widen the breach. 

At the inftigatioh of Archbifhop Laud/ 
lie endeavoured to eftablifli the Church of 
Scotland, upon the fame bafis with that of 
England : the Scots immediately took the 
alarm, joined themfelves to the difcontent- 
c.d Engliih, and invaded South-BritaiD; 

In the beginning of his reign he afiifted 
the Ilugunots in France, though he after- 
wards favoured the Papifts in many in- 
llances,. and has been fuppofed to : be pri- 
vaiely concerned in the Irifti rebellion, 
when the Papifts thought to have entirely 
deft roved the Proteftants: accordingly in 

1641, 
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i^^j:/ 'jtibey xaruelly maflVrcd forty thou- 
fand ?r5|ie|li^nts . in . Ireland ; when the 
pripfts]airuf«d titr peopki< that all tl^ Pa- 
pifts who dfed > fighting ^gftinft the £n|;|i{h 
{hould go immediately to heaven ; and 
<b«t»il!d»^^JW>in»P5eiift.tp|kill sin Enghfli- 
llrti)UwlndM>'/km ^:4«g- - .Peatli wa^ .the 
flj^9ft ^ui^ithpifnt: jn^£ied by tjiefc 
W^nft^fsilj^ bufiian fliapp. ; The beafls of th^ 
^n^i^ij|$;:\)rere a^^, cut. to pieces : , and 
ttey:}}urftKi!TjFp: bibJeSj, ^Pd then faid, they 
had'ijuwt.-^ltfii:e. ; _ . 

*< • •■- •««4« A >• , . *J . , ■ «... . , 

i . Wiitoijic Papifts made their eflim^te.of 
F.fp(e&atot4 WftflBCfed.ip 1^42, it amounted 
tQ .WW bUndrcd and fifty thpufand. When 
the maflacre was over, the White Ffian 
went with holy water to fprinkle the river, 
te pretence tsif deanfi^g and purifVing it 
from.the ft4ins;'pf the bjpod of the heretics,. 
asrthey caJJ.j^fee Proteftanls ; notwiihftaijd- 
ing this^'imazing ftrpke, there are .now 
fbAAy thoufands of Proteftants in Ireland- 
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" The World m&y'aUto pieces btea^i! - 

Tile earth and r^as ehcluFe'a racJcV • - 

- The Church of thrift forevetfiftandsif 

Immoveable in Jefui' ihands.'*'' ''....; 



-a 



Art'hbifhop Lxkiid looted iridi- 'an envii 
T>us eve at thofe\Puritans''whb'''had»teit 
t}i«f native country in fearch off frjee<i9<ki 
and found ' it in a defert ; a • defert » in • the 
vilds of America; and it \% faid'he|>r6*' 
(fared an 6rder of Court to prohiWl^'th^ -^^ 
migration of great an4goodw«i tO''New* 
England : but he need not have fbrmedfuch 
a I'ct^eme to Weaken the newKenkn'of 
New*England> for the Indians hkd-^figiil 
ed tO' dettroy them all, by a moft' hotrrid 
niaffatre.' '- ^ * » - ■ ^< i?' J 

;. . • ■''•!*!/ I ' 

The King enjoined the clcrgytO' read 
the Book of Sports inftead ofafternooif 
fermons, for refufing which niany were ex- 
communicated ; and fome judges \verc 

che<:ked 
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t&ecktd for making an order to fuppreTs 
Waltrs . and . <'AIe-Meetings on Sabbath- 
Days/* -':: .•• .• ■■;'•: •' ■ 

'■ .' • I ■ 

. f ■ • » ■ » ■ 

The Kfaig removed' to Oxford, (where 
he had an kiitt^parhamenc) and many otlier 
places: and io 1641,' the Parliament fent 
A declaration to hhn mentioning his mi«-go- 
lEcrnment : the King's anfwer not giving fa- 
tisfa£lion a war enfued between the King* 
and Pariiament, and almoft every county 
and town became.the feat of wan Tn 1643, 
the King drew in the Irifli to his afli (lance. 
and ^he Parliament entered into a folemu 
league and covenant with the Scots, which 
was ordered to be taken througliout the 
kingdom* 

There were great debates in the houfe 
about Church government, the Scots and 
others prelFed for Pref byterian governincnt. 
The " learned men " who wrote the Hiflo- 
rical Dictionary have given the folloviing 
eharafter of t\\t '' Prelbytetiaws, ^v> c:AV\, 
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becaufe they maintain/ that the*' gowern^^ 
ment of the Chajx:h appointed lit' theNeW 
Teftament is by Pi^fbytries, that is, mii 
nifters and ruling elders, aflbciated for go- 
vernment and difcipline. They fiiy, that 
there is no order in the ChDrcbfupiefioirta^ 
that of a Prefbyter, by divme inftitutidrir 
that all minifters, being ambaffaidors oB 
Chrift, are equal by their cbraniiffion ; awt 
tliat elder and biftiop are the fame naifil^atid^ 
office, according to the fcriptures.* The- 
loweft of their courts is the mini(lre)r of th» 
parifh or congregation, with fais filders; 
who govern that fingle parifh orcoflgregk-^ 
tion : having power to call before them foiy^ 
member of the congregation »to inftru6l>' 
examine, admonifh, rebuke, and fufp^sul 
from the Lord's table, as there ftiall be oc- 
cafion : ^ they have alfo a deacon to lake 
care of the popr.*^ Their next court is a 

; Pref- 



' .* Titus i. 5. 7. A6ls xx. 28* *» Hcb/xiii. 17. i Tlicf. 
r. 12, 13, Matt. vii. 6. 2T\\cfi.\V\.^ "^^/v^. c iliji; 
V. i7. Ucb. xiii. ;• i Cor. xiu 2>%. K^unv^i^v 
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Prdbytry, compofed of a great number 
of minifterrandelderS) afibciated for go- 
verning the churches in their bounds:^ 
their higheft court is a fynod, which they 
holdiioay.beprovincialy natioiialj oroeAi- 
miemcal ;. ^nd allow, of appeals froooi the 
lefler to, Hafi greater :« the ordination of 
minister^ i$ by : prayer, fading, and impofi- 
tiott of the bftnd$ of the Prcfbytry/ after 
he is: examined a$ to his converfation, rcH* 
gioa. and: learning, by the preaching Pref^ 
byters, who only lay hands upon him* 
Thofewfao. vi(b to, read what they fay for 
thefe things more at large, may fee it in the 
Appendix to the Weftminfter Confeffion 
concerning Ghurch-Government. This is 
a^fummary account of their difcipline, 
wherein all foreign Protcftants (but fome 
of the Lutherans) agree with them: and 
for their . doftrine./ it is. contained in the 
J , above 



'■ ^ Afts xi, 30. XV. 4, 6,' 22. "xxx. 17, 18. « AQ.S il\\ 
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above cited Weftmirifter G>nfcflioni vhick 
agrees with the Church of^ England in hei; 
articles,'- . ? i 

.■ r _ . 

' In 1643, the Parliament fommoned an 
aflemWy of judicious drvines, with Com* 
miffioners from the general affembly ofthft' 
Church of Scotland, to meet at King Hen^-^ 
ry Vllth's chapel at Weftminfter, on the 
ift of July, to confult and advife of fuch 
thmgs 9S the Parliament propofed to them j: 
particularly of reforming the liturgy and 
government of the Church of Englmndi by 
art;i4ibi{hops, &c- This learned aflembly 
yrjroie the Weftminfter Confeflion^ .with 
the advice of the Parliament^ who ordered 
it to be printed, with feveral afls of their. 
approbation, it contains *'the Confeflion of 
Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechifms, 
with the. Scripture Proofs at large : toge- 
ther with the Sum of Saving Knowledge^ 
and pradical ufe thereof;" (which. reflefts 
the higheft honour on that wife aifembly, 

not* 
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notwitliAanding all the envenomed pens 
employed againft them) '' the National Cd- 
i^enant, to prefcrve the trae Reformed re- 
ligion of the Church of Scotland, in c^- 
pofuion to all Romifli fuperftition. Tub- 
fcribed at firftby the king's majefly and 
his houfhold, .in the year 1580 : and tl.r^ 
next year^ and ieveral limes aftenrardi, 
by all ranks of people : the fblemn League 
and Covenant for the reformation and de* 
fence of religion, the honour of the Ling, 
and the peace and fafety of . the three 
kingdoms,'' which was fubfcribed to by the 
Engliih pacliament in 1643. and aften^-ard^ 
by Charles II.} : to which is added, an 
acknowledgment of public fins, and a fo* 
lemn engagement to duties : the directory 
for the pablif: worfliip pfCrprij " as a pan 
'< of .the CQvienanted IIpifMlroity in Reh* 
** gion betwixt the Churches of Chrift, lu 
" the kingtloroa: of Scot j^xu!, ; England, and 
"Ireland.?* ./The; form. /.of pren>yierial 
church government, ordination of mini^ 
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fier$^ and diredions : of the general ajGTem-^ 
bly concerning fecret and privaite jvorftiip, 
and mutual edification ;/for.cherHhingpie- 
%Y^ 'for maintakiing undty,? arid kvoiding 
fckifm and divifiorii ' - : * 

- ■ ' ■ •. . . ' ' '■;■■'■: /I 

*Ob«he lOth of January, .x6^4,,. Arch^ 
biChop'Laudwas beheaded for high «treafom 
"The (ante year the Parliament gained a vict 
tory^cMarftoa^Moor over the icing's forces, 
in vrhitih theft ^king's army had three thoui- 
fand- men; kilied;itnd three thoi]fand were 
taken prifbnexs,! with twenty *five pieces of 
ciannon, fohyr&vein coIours,iaiui tea lihou? 
"fond (land of atms.v :r : .: ;; ; 



::i\ii\ 



\ By thistiiiie (fai^Vyfc, inlfls-ijuew Geo* 
graphical G^mmiAar,] jjage ^($3) ja titof 
p'to^le who fttlcd thteitifelvcaindcpfeauderti; 
detefttid eiqiia(l)y ihb I^r«feytdjibns and Rjoy- 
•alifts^- began' to- uJcd' the leadin-parliainent 
VkisAit tht[dih&.iotto{ Oliirer Cromwell; 
W whofe c^Mri^ge find conda£i tj^e afoovb 
. • ' vidoiy 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 149 

viflory was chiefly owing. Several trea* 
tics were fet on foot for peace^ to which 
the Prefbyterians would willingly have 
confented, but were always over-ruled by 
the Independents. At length, Charles after 
lofing all his towns and forts,, was defeated 
by Fairfex and Cromwell,. at the,decifivc 
battle of Nafeby, on the fourtbentb of June 
1645. Charles, not knowing what to do, 
went over to the Scotch anmy, who deli- 
vered him to the Parliament's commiflion- 
^^s, and he was carried to Holmby-Houfe 
in Northamptonftiire, from whence a party 
of the army took him to the army, on the 
5th of June 1647, By this time (fays an 
hiftorian) the Independents had voted the 
Houfe of Peers to be ufelefs, and drove all 
the Prefbyterians out of the Houfe of Com* 
mons, which was formed of one hundred 
and fifty Independents, moft of them offi- 
cers in the army, or afting under the in- 
fluence of the army. This infamous rab^. 
ble (fays Vyfe) dared to eftablifh a pretend- 

U ^\ 
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ed high court of Juftice to try their fovc- 
reign ; who, when brought before them, 
juftly * refufed to acknowledge their pow- 
er : notwithftanding this, they proceeded 
to his trial, and condemned him to lofe his 
head ; which fentence was executed on the 
30th of January, 1648, though fome Pref- 
byterians and fome Independents remon- 
llrated againft the defign of the army to 
take away his life. 



♦ Some fay unjuftly. 



CUK\ 
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C H A P. X. 

From the Death of Charles I. to the Rejloror 
ticn of Charles 11. containing the import- 
ant Tranfa£lions of 12 Years. 

A FTER the death of Charles I. the In- 
^ ^ dependents ' publifhed a declaration, 
forbidding any perfon to proclaim Charles 
Stuart, the late king's eldeft fon, on pain of 
being punifiied for high-treafon. 

In the Hiftorical Di£lionar}% we have 
the following charafter of the " Indepen- 
" dents, a party of Proteflants much talked 
" of in England in thp wars betwixt King 
" Charles I. and the Parliament, and par 
*' ticularly favoured by Oliver Cromwell. 
*• They derive their name from the follow- 
•♦ ing opinion, which they particularly 
'• hold, viz. that every congregation hatli 
" a complete power of jurifditlion within 
" itfelf, independent, eilhcr on \i\^^^. 
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" or any fynod or council, great or fmall ; 
*' though they own that Py'nods have alfo 
^' a confultative power, and are an ordi- 
*• nance of God. The only thing elfe 
** pectiliar to them, is, their way of admit- 
" ting members, into their congregations by 
*^ a covenant obliging them to participate 
" of the word and facraments in their ye- 
*' fpeftive focieties : but in other things 
'* they agree with the Preibyteriaus : ,andi 
•' by the late agreement atnongft the united 
" minifterspf London, they came nearer 
" them alfo in difcipline than formerly. It 
** muftbe noted, that the Anabaptifts, and 
*^ others are alfo independent in matters of 
<* church-government." 

At the death of King Charles, and in- 
deed before, in fome meafure, the monar- 
chy was changed into a commonwealth, and 
inflead of epifcopacy in the Church of En- 
gland, Prefbyterianifm became the efta- 
bliflied and national religion of Scotland, 
England and Ireland, aud fo continued for 
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many years; which was what the Prefby- 
terians at that time wanted : but the pre- 
l^nt.body of diflenters defire no fuch thing. 

At that time the principles of liberty were 
not thoroughly underftood; for the Prcfby- 
terians were too fevere upon the epifcopal 
clergy, and. all thofe who differed . from 
them in opinion, particularly the Baptifts, 
who at that time began to flourifh :. the firft 
Baptifl; Church in London is faid to have 
been founded in 1640, of which one Mr. 
Jeffe was chofen paftor. 

In the Hiftorical Di6lionar}% it is faid, 
after mentioning the erroneous opinions 
of the Anabaptifts, Katabaptifts, or Anti- 
poedobaptids in Holland and other places, 
that " our Englifh Anabaptifts are not to 
" be judged of by any of thefe defcriptions. 
** They are generally for the Independent 
'* way of Church-government; which, to- 
^* gether with the denying of infant bap- 
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" tifm, and not finging of pfalms (which 
** yet fome of them praftife) arc the only 
" things wherein they differ from other 
" Proteflants : though there are among 
" them who alfo deny the lawfulnefs of 
" oaths, maintain free-will, the feventh 
** day fabbath, and the thoufand years 
*' reign.'* This brings^ to mind the words 
of a late commentator on Rev. xvi. 13, 144 
which are, '* There is no doubt but thefe 
words refer to the ftate of the Chriftian 
church fmce the Reformation : and by the 
unclean fpirits like frogs, we may natu- 
rally underlland the herefies that rofe up in 
Germany, Holland, and many other coun- 
tries, fuch as the Adamites, Antfbaptifts, 
and others." The learned Dr. Robertfon, 
in his Hiftory of Charles V. juftly obferves, 
that '* all revolutions in religion produce a 
." variety of herefies ;" and the reafon he 
affigns, is, that '* during fuch periods, the 
^^ paffions of men are led on beyond the 
^ bounds of reafoir; but w^heii the heat of 

•' oppo- 
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"oppofition begins to fubfide, then men 
" confider religion as a rational difpenfa- 
'* tion, and aft according to its rules, with- 
" out being flaves to enthufiafm." 

Cromwell, after fighting a number of 
viftorious battles, was declared command- 
er in chief of the army. The Independ- 
ents not liking the Prefbyterians at that 
time, ftrove to get them out of Parliament^ 
on account of their inclination to proclaim 
Charles Stuart. 

^^ ^6539 Cromwell was declared Lord 
Proteftor of the three kingdoms. He dif- 
folved the Parliament with a fpeech re- 
flefting upon them^. which created great 
heats and (Irengthened the king's party. 

Oliver's principles were favourable to 
religious liberty, and he declared for a ge- 
neral toleration of Proteftants. Though 
he allowed the Prefbyterian form of Church 
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government^ he difarmed it of its toer- 
cive power, greatly encouraged the inde- 
pendents, and protefted other parties: 
yet, though for certain political re^fons, he 
unjuftly refufed a legal toleration to the 
Epifcopalians, their affemblies.wcce con- 
nived at; but feveral of their miriifterswere 
allowed the exercife of their office, without 
the fetters of oaths or fubfcriptions. He 
faid all meii fhould be left to the liberty of 
their own coofciences, and that the magi* 
flrate could not interfere without enfnarijifi; 
himfelf in the guilt of perfecution, 

TheProteflants in the vallies of Pied- 
mont ittJkaly, were fcveraliy periecutedby 
the:duke of Savoy. When the Proteftant 
Cantons of Switzerland heard this, they 
raifed money to aflift their brethren, the 
Piedmontefe ; and wrote to the States-Ge- 
neral of the United Provinces to affift 
them* ;But the duke continued the periet 
cutioffiV- tillfochrtifne ^ an accQUQl of it 
- : • was 
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was laid before Oliver Cromwell^ Lord Prch^ 
tedor of England, who immediately or* 
dered briefs to be read in all the Churches 
throughout the kingdom ; by which means^ 
thirty«eight thoufand and ninety^feven 
potaods, fev«n (hillings and threepence was 
raifed in England and Wales for the ufe of 
theperfecuted Piedmontefe* 

Cromwell fent Mr. Samuel Morland to 
the King of France and to the Duke of Sa« 
voy, to ftop the perlecution ; which they 
thoughl^ proper to comply with: for as 
fbon as it was known, that Cromwell had 
publicly interefted himfelf in favour of the 
Piedmontefe, feven or eight princes and 
Aates of Europe efpoufed the fame caufe. 
The pcrfecutio9 began again in the reign of 
James IL 

On the 12th of Oftober, 1650, there 
was a gre^t council of the Jews aflembled 
in the plains of Adjady in Hungary^ about 
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thirty leagues fram Buda, to examine the 
fcriptiires, in order^ to know whether the 
true Meffiahwks GOme or not, (for they 
badh&d many filfe Meffiahs) fome Papifts 
were fent to teach- their religion ; but the 
Jews cried out, ^' No image*worIhip ! no 
'' worfhipping of images'!" There waj 
only one Englifhman there, and a Jew? 
told him, he wifhed there had'been fome di- 
vines from England ; for he liked them, be- 
caufe they always prayed for the Jews;t 
and he thought they could mak? it appear, 
that the true MefRah was ^ome. The 
council lafled feven days,- and the next 
meeting was to be in Syria^ three years 
5fter. 

* MenafTeh Ben Ifrael came frotn Holland 
to Oliver Cromwell for the admittance of 
the Jews into England, which was at length 
denied, though Oliver himfelf was "willihg 
they fhould come, that they might have 
their dark minds enliglitened with Chnflian- 

ity : 
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ity : but the people }vere againfl it,» when 
they recollefted that in the feventh year of 
the reign of Edward t the Jews crucified a 
boy at Northamptoni on Good-Friday. 
In the eighteenth year of Edward's reign/ 
two hundred and ninety-feven were exe- 
cuted for clipping of coin. The. Jews were 
all drove out of his dominions to the num- 
ber of fifteen thoufand. 

Oliver Cromwell obtained a viftory over 
the Dutch, and maintained his unbounded 
power till his death, which was in 1658, 
in the 5th year of his proteftorfhip, and 
the 66th of his age. He was heard to con- 
fefs himfclf a miferable, creature, but 
pleaded a covenant intereft in Chrift, and 
prayed that God would do g6od to his peo- 
ple, and that the name of Chrift might 
be glorious throughout the world. 

Oliver Cromwell was fucceeded in the 
government by his eldeft Ion, Richard: 
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^who^ through a natural timidity^ thinking 
himfelf unable to difcharge the duties of 
the important office in which he was placed, 
with the approbation of all parties^ refiga*" 
ed the Protedorfliip within eight months, 
fiUid returned to enjoy the pleafures of a 
private life* 



^^k^. 
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CHAP. XL 

Prom th€ Rejloration oj Charles II- to the 
Revolutiouj containing the TranfaElions 
of 28 Years^ 

A FTER an interval of great corifufion, 
"^^ Charles II. fon of Charles I. having 
beenfeveral years an exile was reftored, 
chiefly through the influence of the Prefby- 
terians, who, on hearing his father's death, 
proclaimed him king ; and invited hirti to 
return from Holland to Scotland ; which 
he did ; but Cromwell defeated his army ; 
and Charles narrowly efcaped being taken 
prifoner. The Scots crowned him at 
Scoon in Scotlind, in 1651^ he having 
figned the Coronation Oath, the National 
Covenant, and the Solemn League and 
Covenant, with the gteateft proteftations of 
Sincerity. He was proclaiflied in England 
in 1660 ; and the fate king's judges weftf 
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brought'to trial at the Old-Bailey, and ex- 
ecuted at Charing- Crofs. He was crowned 
at Weftminfter in 1661. 

The king*s . brother^ James, Duke of 
York, married Ann, eldeft daughter of the 
Earl of Clarendon, by whom he had two 
daughters, viz. Mary, who married the 
Prince of Orange, and Ann, who married 
George, Prince of Denmark. 

Charles's love of pleafure betrayed him 
into numberlefs errors, and occafioned a 
perpetual raifunderftanding between him 
and his Parliament. 

In 1662, Dunkirk was ftiamefully fold to. 
the French for the fum of five hundred 
thoufand pounds. 

The kmg^^^quainted the Parliament with 
his intention, of marrying the Infanta of 
Portiiga}. Liberty of ReligioA being granted! 
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crament af the Church of England, with- 
in one year before his eledion ; and takeix 
the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy. 

Ey the noife of a feigned Prcfbytcrian 
plot, a, ftrift Aft of Uniformity was pro- 
cured, the liturgy reftored, and the old 
clergy, who had been ejefted for immora- 
lities. By this aft all preachers were to de- 
clare their affent and confent to a new edi- 
tion of the Common-Prayer-Bopk, and to 
fpeak thefe words, " And I declare, that I 
" do hold, there lies no obligation upon 
•^ me or any other perfon, from the oath 
'* commonly called The Solemn League and 
" Covenant^' Thus the king not only 
broke his oath himfelf, but compelled, 
others to do it. 

If any perfon preach after he is difabkd 
by this 91ft, he " ihall fuffer three months 
'^ imprifonment in the common goal, 
^^ without bail or mainprize." See the 

Aft 
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Aft of Uniformity at the beginning of the 
Common-Prayer Book. 

The feverity of this Aft obliged about 
two thoufand worthy confcientious mini- 
fters to leave the eilablilhed Church, and 
take their lot among the diffenters, who 
hereby received fo large an addition, that 
they may be confidered as the fathers of 
the difTenting intereft. 

The name of Puritans was now changed 
to that of Non-Conformifts. But thefe mi 
niflers who left the eftabliflied church, 
and the Non-Conformifts were not allowed 
liberty to worfhip God according toih^ir 
own confcidnces ; for in 1664, the Conven- 
ticle Aft pafled, by which any perfon ab^>ve 
fixteen years of age, prefent at any mcrrtiog 
for any religious exercife, not according to 
the Church of Engl and, w^icre there v>>:re 
fiveor more perfonsbefide thehou(hold, v/^;« 
for the firft offence to fuffer three mf>t%^\% 
im^xMionment or pay five pounds \ \\n >Xm| 
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fecond, fix months, of to pay ten pounds ; 
and for the third, to be baniflied feven 
years, or pay one hundred pounds ; and 
in cafe of return or efcape, to fuffer death 
without benefit of clergy. 

Mr. Calamy, who had been the king's 

chaplain, going to hear at Aldermanbury, 

formerly his own* church, fl:ept up and 

preached, becaufe the parifti was difap- 

pointed, for which he was committed to 

Newgate, without bail or raainprize ; but 

being vifited by many perfons of quality, 
the king thought fit to releafe him : yet 

fuffered Mr. Baxter, who had preached be- 
fore him at Whitehall, to be pulled out of 
the pulpit in his prefence, for offering to 
pray extempore after fermon. 

Several fevere laws were enafled againft 
the Non-Conformifts, which the Biihops 
took care to put in execution, and confta- 
bles were impowered to break open any 

place 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 167 

place where they were informed of a con- 
venticle. 

Thus Prefbyterianifm which had been 
the eftablifhed religion of thefe kingdoms, 
about twenty years, was endeavoured to 
be rooted out, and Epifcopacy re-efta- 
blifhed. 

A late impartial divine of the Church of 
England has afferted, firft, " That civil 
'* eftablifliments of religion are but of fmall 
" account in the fight of God, unlefs thofc 
'^ who make a public profefTion aft confift^ 
** ent with the rules of the gofpeh Secondly, 
** that nothing can more recommend us to 
'^ the Divine Being, than that of (landing 
*' up for the truth againft the inventions of 
" men, in the worft of times. Laftly, that 
'^ the fincere profefTors of the gofpel, will 
*^ be fure to meet with enemies among thofe 
*' who are of a carnal difpofition ; but in 
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'' the end their labours will be crowned 
^ with glory and honour." 

In 1665, the plague broke out in Lon- 
don ; and in the courfe of one year, fixty-^ 
eight thoufand five hundred and ninety-fix 
people died with it. 

The Non-Con formifts fuffered the moft 
extreme hardfhips, in being fined, plun- 
dered, driven from their families, and im«- 
prifoned. Their lofles in their eftatcs and 
trades^ in the fpace of three years, is com- 
puted at two millions fterling ; and eight 
hundred of them afe faid to have periftied 
in prifon during this reign ; and yet, the re- 
llorationof this tyrant is annually comrae-' 
morated by the ringing of belk, and other 
dempnftrations of joy. A proclafmation 
was likewife publiftied againft thofe who 
affirmed the king to be a Papift. 

On the 2d of September, 1666, the 

dreadful 
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dreadful fire_aWLondon began, which was 
proved to have been carried on at the infti- 
gation of the Papifts : during the fpace of 
three days it burnt thirteen thoufand two 
hundred houfes, and eighty-nine parifh 
churches* The whole lofs fuftained was 
upwards of ten millions fterling ; yet only 
fix lives were loft. When the city was re- 
built, a monument was erefted with many 
infcriptions on it ; fome part of which ex- 
preffed the defign of the Papifts againft the 
Proteftants by fetting the city on fire ; fcon 
after James IL came to the crown, he had 
this part of the infcription erafed ; but 
William III. had it wrote again. 

The Non-Conformifts had the foldiers laid 
upon them at free quarter. 

The Dutch failed up the river as far as 

Chatham, burnt two of our men of war, 

and carried off the Royal Charles. 

In 
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In 1667, Chancellor Hyde, who had made 
a very fevere fpeech againft the Diffe^ters 
was imprifoned and difcarded- 

In January, 1668, Mr, Baxter and Dr. 
Manton, by delire, waited on the Lord 
Keeper Bridgeman, to confer about a com- 
prehenfion and toleration : '^ And a bill 
" was accordingly drawn up in favour of the 
" Non-Conformifts, by Judge Hale, to be 
" prefented to the Parliament : but they no 
" fooner fat, than the high-church party 
" made fuch an intercft, as that — no man 
" fhould bring an aftof this nature into the 
" houfe ; and fo they prevented all talk or 
" motion of fuch a thing."* 

The king iflued out a proclamation in 
Ireland, for granting the Papifls liberty to 

live 



See the Hiflory of England. 
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Jive in corporation towns, though this 
privilege was denied the Non-Conformifts 
in England- 

In 1672, a bill paffed the Commons, for 
the eafe of Protellant diffenters, but was 
thrown out by the Lords. The fame year, 
a proclamation was publiftied, to forbid 
all writing, fpeaking, or intermeddling 
with matters of government, or any of his 
majefty's minifters or counfellors in their 
common difcourfes. 

In 1673, the Duke of York was married 
to his fecond wife, the Princefs of Modena, 
a principality in Italy, by the bifhop of 
Oxford, at Dover. 

When the Parliament did not acl accord- 
ing to the king's pleafure, they were imme- 
diately prorogued. 

In 1664, died the celebrated John Mil- 
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ton. The fame year the king made a de- 
claration againft Papifts, but allowed Mafs 
to be faid in the queen's .chapels. 

The Prince of Orange was married to 
Mary, , eldeft daughter of James, Duke of 
York, on the 4th of November^ 1677* The 
fame year a law was made, forbidding any 
perfon in trade to come into his inn or 
lodging on Sunday (or the Lord's-Day, as 
it is more properly called in feveral Afts of 
Parliament) : no boat of any kind was per- 
mitted to move upon the water ; and, if 
a man travelled, and was robbed on the 
fabbath, he could not hurt the robber. 

In 1678, Dr. Oates, an Englifh divine 
pretended to be reconciled to the Churth 
of Rome, by which means he difcovereda 
Popifh plot that was encouraged by the 
Duke of York ; this plot was to be turned 
off upon the Non-Confgrmifts. 

Sir 
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Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, a Juftice of 
Peace for the County of Middlefex, was 
murdered at Somerfet-Houfe, by five Po- 
pifh ruffians, for having exerted himfelf 
to difcover the perfons concerned in the 
Popifti plot : the chief difcovercr of this con- 
fpiracy was Oates, but the king took but 
little notice of his evidence, and the Parli- 
ament addreffed the king to remove all Po- 
pifh recufants ten n>iles from London and 
Weftminfter, 

The authors and promoters of this plot 
were faid to be the Pope and Cardinals, the 
Romiih, F4-ench, Spanifli, and Englifli Je- 
fuits, the feminary priefts in England, who, 
in that time came over in great numbers, 
the Duke of York, andfeveral Popifh lords 
and others of that party. Their defign 
was to fubvert the government, to extir- 
pate the Proteftant religion, and to eftablifli 
Pppery, 
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The parliament after examining Oates and 
other witnefTcs, refolved unanimoufly, on 
the 3ifl of Oaober, 1678, " That the 
" Lords and Commons arc of opinion, that 
'* there hath been, and ftill is, a damnable 
** and hellifh plot; continued and carried 
" on by Popifh recufants, for aflaflinating 
*• and murdering the king, for fubverting 
*^ the government, and rooting out and de- 
•' ftroying the Proteftant religion." A plot 
vas alfo difcov^red to burn the city a 
fecond time. 

The Papifts made a {ham plot againfl: the 
King and government, in order to throw off 
the odium they had juftly acquired, and to 
place it on the Prefbytcrians : the fchemc 
of the whole plot, written by one Danger- 
field, was found in a meal-tub, which qc- 
cafioned it to be called the Meal-Tub Plot. 

One Edward Fitz-Harris wrote a feditioiM 
libel againft the government, which was to 

be 
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be fathered upon the Prelbyterians, and 
fent it to feveral lords and Commons by the 
Penny-poft) who were to be feized while 
they had it about them. 

In 1680, the Commons engrofled an AR 
for fecuring the Proteftant religion^ by dif- 
abling James, Duke of York, to inherit 
the Crown of England : and a Bill for the 
relief of the Non-Conformifts was ready to 
receive the Royal Aflent, but was flolen 
from the table of the Houfe of Lords. 

In January, 1683, the froft was fo great, 
that coaches, waggons, and paflengerspafied 
the Thames as ordinarily as they did the 
ftreets. 

On the 2d of February, 1684, Charles IL 
was feized with a violent fit of an apo- 
plexy, and died on the 6th. His laft offices 
were performed by Father Huddlefton, a 

Romifh 
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Rbmifli Prieft. He was fiicceeded by his 
brother the Duke of York. 

James II. publilhed two papers he found 
in Charles II/s ftrong box. In the ^rft, it 
is faid, '^ That Chrift can have btit 6ne 
*^ Church here on earth ; and I believe, 
" that it is as vifible, as that the fcripture 
** is in print, ahd that none can be that 
" Church, but that which is called the Ro^ 
«* hian Catholic church*" 

James in the former part of his reign> 
ferVedinboth the iFrench/and Spatiifh ar- 
hiies 1 he as well as his brother Charles wa$ 
ia. Papift, atid a dbting bigbf : his blind 
zeal for religion hurried him to his oWn de^ 
ftruftion ; for having fuppreffed a rebellion, 
headed by the Duke of Monmouth, a hatu- 
Jral fon of Charles II. he endeavoured to 
i-*nder Popery the eftabliflied religion of his 
dottiinionSi 

k About 
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About this time, Mr. Majot oi Oxford, 
a pious Non-Confonnifi, bv ks Ih^ iriil 
left fix hundred pounds to be liiiiiii^uiK: 
among fixty poor ejedcd m'mVnrrs :: inn 
the king's attorney. Sir Iflihm fevrcr 
fued for it in cfaancny, aend liit L-nrc 
Keeper North gave k afl to die Siss:: xm: 
when King William aoasMcd dr innmi. 
he reftoiedit to die aleiar vinsi: ir ^cs sr 
firft intended. 

In 1685, Loni Ciarf Jufat* Jrfiir- * 
with four other jiidga- aac i. in#cr- u 
troops commanded inr Cwutat:^ £;xa» tia. 
fent into the vefi: « Z^it&axir:. it. -ir* <«ut 
poor creatures, irbr> iai:c rr^^um^aaar:*!. ;-je 
Duke oF JAoaExmh : iiu:: tir^ Ji«t<^ i***- 
the lords of the IcqriihiM: -o^ii^rttc. jt vs^- 

opinion,* or had E»f e iuiccaar^ -aai "i^^^M^ 



KnB cmtsma mouo^ xea v?i' ^^^^y^. 
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felves. Accordingly, Lady Lifle, when 80 
years ofage, was tritd at Winchefter for 
concealing Mr* Hicks^ a Non-Conformift, 
after the jury h?id brought her in three 
tirnes *^ not guilty :'* Jeffreys by his threats 
fo far pr^vailcid, that (he was at laft found 
guilty of high-treafon and beheaded. 

. Jeffreys finifticd his bloody Affizes at 
Taunton and Wells, where he condemned 
about five hundred perfons, whereof two 
hundred and thirty-nine were executed- 
Thofe who had not money to buy their 
pardon were hanged. Jeffreys is faid to have 

taken 



Of creatures rational, thongh under hope 

Of lieavcnly grace : and God proclaiming peace, 

Vet live in hatred, enmity, and ftrifc 

Among themfclvcs, and levy cruel wars, 

Wafting the earth, each Qther to dcftroy : 

As if (which might induce us to accord) 

Man had not hellifh foes enow befides, 

That day and night for his dcftruftion wait. 

MXLTON. 
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taken above fourteen thoufand pounds 
from one gentleman to fave his life. Jef- 
freys was afterwards made Jord chancellor. 

Colonel Kirk, after committing many 
barbarities,* ordered ten Rebels to be turn- 
ed off with a health to the King, ten with 
a health to the Queen, and ten with a 
health to the bloody Jeffreys at the head 
of the inquifition. 

In the afternoon of May 20, 1685, Mn 
Baxter w?is brought to trial before Jeffreys, 
for his paraphrafe on the New Tcftament, 
in which his accufers pretended he had 
wrote fomething againft the Bifhops, al- 
though they could not prove it. Mr. Bax- 
ter's council faid, the information brought 
againft Mr. Baxter upon fo flight a ground, 

wa^ 



♦ This execrable villain promifed to releafe a woman's • 
hufband, on condition that (he would lie wuW\i\m^ \3!\>ie «|i 
foon as he had futisBcd his luft, he (Kcv/^d t\\^>igi£vwv\\ct 
Au/bdnd hanged dead, ^ 
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was a greater refledion upon the Church 
of England, than any thing contained in 
the book he was accufed for. To which 
Jeffreys replied, "If you dontunderftandyour 
duty better, I fhall teach it you." JefiVeys 
would not fuffer Baxter to make his de- 
fence, nor bis council to plead, remind- 
ing them of the cruel execution of the 
fentence of Dr. Titus Oates, who was at 
that time {landing in the pillory.* Jeffreys 
direftcd the Jury to find him guilty : then 
Mr, Baxter faid, ** Does your lordfhip 
think any Jury will pretend to pafs their 

ver-^ 



* He was tried for perjury on two indiftments, and 
found guilty : (though he declared his innoccncy to the laft) 
was fentcnced to be fined two thoufand marks, to be whip- 
ped on two different days from Aldg^te to Newgate, and 
from Newgate to Tyburn, to be imprifoned during life, an4 
fland in the pillory five times every year : the court de- 
figned to have put him to dc^th by that punifiiment, but hj 
the care of his friends he lived till Kirfg William III. came 
to the throne, who allowed him a pei^fion of one }iun4rfi4 
. j^ndfi p<;r annum* 
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verdift on mc, upon fuch a trial ?— The 
Jury immediately laid their heads together 
9t the bar and found him guilty." on the 
twenty-ninth of June, the following fen- 
tence was pronounced againft him. to be 
fined five hundred marks, to lie in priibn 
till he paid it, and be bound to his good 
behaviour for ieven years. 

The king was now deep in the meafurcs 
of Popery and arbitrary' power : but he car- 
ried them on much fafter in Scotland, and 
Ireland, than he could as yet poflibly do in 
England. The king was lefolved to have 
no fitting parliament, till he could get Cfot 
to his own mind and pleafure, and tfarrr- 
fore he prorogued it at leverai times, irxmx 
the 20th of November^ 1685 to the 28th c-f 
April 1687 : In the mean time, the Uit r/i 
the Judges were turned out, for refufiaj^ vj 
" execute or break the law$, uh.fr^ -^-^< 
« how his majefty plealoL'' At ^^.r: 
•' The enemies of the ftoiidkmL itli^if^ 

Z 
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Were become the judges and directors of 'a 
Proteftant Church, in its doftrine and difci- 
plrne." Hift. Eng- p. 451. 

«"■'■■'" ' ■ ■ ■ 

' * Dt. Sharp preached againft Popery, in 
ithe diocefc of London; for which the Bi- 
tfbop was ordered to fufpcnd him, which he 
did, but becaufe he. did it in a friendly man- 
ner he was brought to trial by the Commif- 
■fioners: the Bifhop proved his trialibythem 
to be illegal : ncvertheJcfs. they took his 
biftiopric from him and 'gave it to others. 

*- Ih 1686, the:Earl of Caftlemain was fcnt 

•atnbaflador to the Pope; to " reconcile the 
•^•kingdoms of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, to the holy fee, from which they had 

'^\foTmore than an age, fallen off by herefy^ 
Thus the king nearly reftored to England, 

* its iafteient, (viz. the Popifh) religion. 

The king faid, that notwithftanding all 
the laws made againft the Non-Conformifts 

by 
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by four of his predeceflbrs and himfelf, 
their number increafed ; and that noihing 
could conduce to the peace of the ting- , 
dom more than an entire liberty of poa- 
fcience : Accordingly, he pubiifhed a decla- 
ration for liberty of coqfcience, on the jtli 
of April, 1687 ' >^ hereupon his Majefiy re-'^* 
ceived thanks from feveral denoiniiia:io&ft 
of difTenters ; and the Papiits rejoiced that 
this declaration fliould flow from a prince 
of their own religion : but this declaration 
was only to get the Papifts into places of 
trull and power, 

On the twenty-third of . July, 1687,^ 
Monfigior Fardinand d'Adda, Archbi-. 
fhop of Amafia, Domeftic Prelate and Af- 
fiftant to his Holinefs the Pope, had public 
audience of their Majefties at Windibr, be- 
ing condufted in one of his majelly's 
coaches, with all the honours and ceremo- 
nies ufually obfcr\cd on the likcoccafions. 
Such a fight as this had not been fecn inEn- 
gland for about an hundred ^tvdt\^VN ^^^'^x^^ 
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the people's furprifc was lefs than their in- 
dignation, to behold a reprcfentative of 
the Pope, preceded by a crofs bearer, and 
attended by a flock of priells and monks. 

Now ways and arts were ufed to in* 
fiuence ele£lions in many counties, but to 
little purpofc, particularly in Chefter, 
wheVe there were only feventeen perfons 
out of feven hundred that would confent 
t6 the king's arbitrary meafures* 

The king and queen were both advanced 
in years, and the Papifts were afraid of a 
Proteftant fucceflbr : therefore they wanted 
the queen to have a fon to proteft the Ra* 
man Catholic religion: accordingly, the 
king proclaimed. ^* To all the nation, that 
" it had pleafed Almighty God (who in a 
pfoigular manner, had bleffed his majefty," 
^^d this kingdom, under his majefty's go- 
vernment, with great profperity, peace, 
and plenty) to give his Majefty alfo appa- 
rent 
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rent hopes and good affurancc of having 
iffue by his royal confort, the queen, who 
through God's great gpodnefs, was now with 
child." A Popifti preacher at St. Paul s, 
pretended to foretell the birth and defcribc 
the boy. The Proteftants foon fufpetted 
the cheat, and fct their hearts more on the 
Prince of Orange. 

The king called his forces from Holland, 
but the States refufed to fendthem* 

The Proteftants in France were perfecu- 
ted in fuch a cruel manner, that the v were 
obliged to fly for refuge to other kingdoms, 
btit at length, even their very flight m asJ 
made criminal ; many came to England, 
and an account of their fuSerings was pub- 
ii(hed, but on the French ambaflador's com- 
plaining, the book was burnt by the hand': 
of the common hangman, at the Foyal-Ex- 
change. 



Nti 
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In 1688, a pcrfon of great learning and 
eminence, drew, up the following 

•pt:r>IGREE o£ POPERY, 

The Devil begat Sin, 

Sin begat Ignorance, 

Ignorance begat Pride, 

Pnrf^bc^gat Fr^e-Will,. 

Free-Will begat Forgetfulnefs of Grace, 

Forgetfulnefs of Grace begat Tranfgrcffion, 

Tra.nfgre/Jion begat Diftruft, 

Dijiruji begat Diffatisfaftion, 

DiJfatisJaEtion begat the Sacrifice of the 
Mafs," ».,:;% 

T\\^ Sacrifice df the M^ begat Supetflition, 

Svperjiition begat Hypocrify, • . . .. 

Hypocrify begat Gain, of her;th5L.t vas the 

wife of the Offertory, 
6^^/;z begat Pui^tory, 
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Purgatory begat Anniverfary or Yearly 
Mafles or Trentalls, 

Anniverfary, (being a foundation) begat 
the Patrimony of the Church, 

Patrimony of the Churck'h^^t wicked Mam- 
mon, 

Mammon begat Luxury, . 
Luxury h^g^t Ufurpation, 
Ufurpation begat Cruelty, 
Cruelty begat Immunity, 

Immunity begat Lordfhip, 

LordfJiip begat Pomp, 

Poimp begat Ambition, 

Ambition begat Simony, 

Simony begat the Pope, and his brethren, 
the Cardinals in the Tranfportation 
into Babylon, and after the Tranf- 
poitation into Babylon, 

The Pope begat the Myfiery oF Iniquity. 

The Myfiery of Iniquity begat School-Di- 
vinity, 

Sc\vooV 
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School-Divinity begat Calling away the Ho- 
ly Scripture, 

Cajling away the Holy Scripture begat the 

Legend, 
Th^ Legend begat Monkery, 
Monkery begat Blind Zeal, 
filind Zeal begat the Murdering of Saints, 

The Murdering of Saints begat the Con* 
tempt of God, 

The Contempt of God begat Defparation, 

Defparation begat Licence to Sin, 

Licence to Sin begat Jefuitifm, 

Jefuitifm begat four monfters, Equixxx^- 
cation. Mental RefervatioUj Proba- 
ble Opinion^ and DireElion of the Ii^ 
tention. 

Thefe Four Monfters furvivc to this day, 

and begat a multitude of fons and 

daughters, viz. Atheifm, Tyranny, 

Treafon^ AJJhJjinationy Perjury, In- 

quifitiont 
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quifition^ Majfacres, Mafqtceradeand 0* 
pen Popery y CityBurning, Chequer Stop- 
ping, Charter-Catching, Large Finings^ 
Severe Whippings, Non Objlante, Clofet- 
ings, Subfcribings, Member makings^ 
Addre/Jings, and all kinds of Abomi- 
nations, which walking abroad in the 
drefs of Religion and Diflimulation, 
complete the whole train of A N T I- 
CHRIST, to the eftablifliing and fet- 
ting up of Popery, and the putting 
down, fubvertingy and cafting away 
all Chriftianity. 

In 1688, the King ordered his declaration 
for liberty of confcience (as he called it) to 
be read in all churches, which the biftiops 
refufed to do ; and drew up a petition writ- 
ten by the Archbiftiop of.Canterbury, figned 
by himfelf, and the Bifliops of St. Afaph, 
Ely, Chichetter, Bath and Wells, Peter- 
borough, and Briftol; which inccnfed the 
King fo much, that he told them, if he ^ 

A a cNx-^L^^^ 
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changed his mind, they fhould hear from 
him; ifnot^ he expefted to be obeyed : to 
which the biftiops replied, " We refign our- 
" fclves to the will of God/' and immedi- 
ately retired. 

They were brought before the council, 
and ordered to recant, or be fent to the 
Tower ; to which they anfwered. That they 
were ready to go wherefoevcr his Majefty 
would be pleafed to fend them, they hoped 
the King of kings would be their Prote6lor 
qtnd their Judge ; they feared nothing from 
men ; for havmg a6led according to law, 
and their own confciences, no punifhment 
fhould ever te able to fliake their refolu- 
tions :" whereupon a warrant was fubfcri- 
bed by Chancellor Jeffreys and others, and 
the bifliops were committed to the Tower, 
and brought to trial ; and notwithftanding 
the diligence of the Papift judges, the 
jury brought in their verditt, *' Not guilty,*' 
wliicli eaufed a general fliout, for which a 

gentleman 
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gentleman of Gray's-Inn was laid hold on, 
and reproved for his (houting. 

The people now fet their hearts on Wil- 
ham III. Prince of Orange, fon to William 
II. Prince of Orange, by Mary Stuart, cldcft 
daughter of king Charles L and many of 
the Englifh and Scotch nobility were en- 
deavouring fecretly to gain him to efpoufe 
the caufe of the people of England, againd 
the arbitrary meafures purfued by King 
James ^nd liis adherents. 

During thefe public diftraflions, the 
London rabble pulled down the new-crefted 
Mafs-Koufes, with thofe of the Spanifli 
and Florence ambafladors. The ob- 
noxious and bloody Lord Jeffrey-^ was 
feized, and foon aften^ards died miferably 
in the Tower. 

" Confcience the guiky will cdntroul, 
^^ And waken horrors in the foul ; 
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'* Purfue the bloody murd'rers feet, 
. " At every turfl the villain meet : 
" And do that juftice law denies, 
^^ With dreadful flings and glaring eyes.** 



,. #. . - ■ i 



CHAP. 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. %S9^ 



'^% 



CHAP, JCI- 

From the Revolution to the Accejjion of 
George I. including^26 Years. 

TAMES ftill perfifling in thcfame arbitrary, 
^. mode of government, raifed a great, op- 
pofition, and a general alarm of a maflacre^ 
by the Irifh, being diffufed, efpecially: at. 
London, the people rofc up lik6 one man j 
and the Lord-Mayor, Alderman, and Com- 
mons of the city, fent their addrefs to the 
Prince of Orange (as did feii^al noblemen) 
befeeching him to repair to England, de- 
claring they would affift him in fecuring the 
Proteftant religion, with their laws and li- 
berties. Whereupon the Prince of Orange 
equipped a fleet with all pofFible fqcrcfy^ 
and failed from Holland, but put back 
again, and failed a fecond time on the fir{t 
of November, 1688, with about fix hnn- ^ 
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dred veffels, accampa.iiedby many Englifh 
and Scotch nobility ; and landed at Tor- 
Jbay on the 5th of November, the day afttr 
his highnefs's birthrday. 

Many people flocked to him with provi- 
fions in abundance : the Prince advanced 
to Exeter in Devonfliire, and publiflied a 
declaration, that' contained his reafon for 
his Expedition into England, namely, to 
prcferve the Proteftant religion, and reftore 
the laws and liDfetties of England, Scotland, 
and Ifeiand. * Several of thfe nobility joined 
the- prince daily, as did his lifter-in-law, 
Ann,^daughttrlxy king James,, and her huf- 
band,' the Princfe* of Deomark, with the 
BiBiop of London. 

Liard CorribtiVy carried off three ' regi- 
miShtS from the Kiftg^s camp at Salifbury to 
the PHnce of Orange. Thcfe misfortunes 
coming upon James, caufed him to move 
(rqm place to place, and at laft he retired 
i^ into 
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into France, where his queen, axui thc^f- 
tended prince of Wales were gone before. 

On the 21 ft. of December, 1688, the bi- 
(hop of London, with fome of his awn 
Clergy, and fome non-conforming Minif- 
ters, waited on his highnefs to pay bi«i 
their refpefts for endeavouring to pirferxc 
the Proteflant Religion, with the laws and 
liberties of this Kingdom. The Prince 
thanked them for their attendance, afiured 
them of his prote6tion, and defired their 
prayers. 

Some time afterguards the non-con- 
formifts made a Ipeech to their Majefties, 
by the mouth of Dr. fiates, for an union 
ol^ Proteftant fubjefts in order to ftrengthen 
the Church : their Majefties faid, they 
would ufe allendeavours for fuch an union ; 
and the Queen defired their prayers 

The 
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The States of the kingdom having aflem* 
bled, they <ook upon them the name of 
convention, and declared, " That King 
*^ James 11. having endeavoured to fubvert 
" the conftitution of this kingdom, by 
" breaking the original contraft between 
" king and people, and by the advice of 
" Jefuits and other wicked perfons ; having 
*• violated the fundamental laws, and hav- 
*' ing withdrawn himfelf out of this king- 
** dom, hath abdicated the government, 
"• and the throne was thereby vacant." 

Before this event, (which is called the 
Revolution) if the nobility fided with the 
popular party, they overthrew the king, 
and if the king gained the nobility to coun* 
tenance his defigns, he trampled on the 
liberties of the fubjeft : but now the con- 
vention drew up a declaration, in 'order to 
a firm eftabliftiment for the future. Thus 
the Conftitution became a written compa£l 
between the King and his people, 
k The 
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The Prince and Princefs of Orange were 
declared King and Queen df England. On 
the3iftof Pecember 1688, Kiiig William 
IIL made a declaration for all officers and 
minifters to keep their places, who were 
not Papifts. His queen Mary II. afted with 
amazing prudence in England, during the 
Jting's journey to Holland, and other of his 
dominions. They were both crowned at 
Weftminfter, on the nth of April, 1689. 

Several attempts were made in favour of 
the Non-Conformifts, but were rejefted by 
the Houfe; which occafioned the Lords 
Oxford, Lovelace, Wharton, Mordaupt, 
Montague and Paget, to enter their diffent 
in fix particulars. The firft was, " Becaufe 
^' it grv>es a great part of the Protcftant 
" Freemen of England reafon to complain 
^* of inequality and hard ufage, when they 
*^ are excluded from public employmejits 
" by law ; and alfo, becaufe it deprives 
*• the king and kingdom of divers men fit 

B b "' ^^^ 
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" and capable to ferve the public in feveral 
•' ftations ; and' that for a mere fcruple of 
" confcicnce, which can by no means render 
" them fufpefted, much lefs difaffeftcd to 
" the government. 

The parliament defired the king to par- 
don Dn Oates from his unlawful fufferings, 
the king immediately complied with their 
requeft, received him into his proteflion, 
and allowed him a penfion of one hundred 
pounds per annum. 

On the 24th of May, 1689, the Tolera- 
tion Aft received the Royal Affent, which 
permitted the Non Confprmifts (or as they 
are now called, Diffenters) on certain con- 
ditions, liberty to werfhip God according 
to their own confciences ; but none of them 
were allowed to keep a fchool, without an 
abfolute conformity to the Church of En* 
gland. 

The 
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The bifhops and clergy affembled in con- 
vocation, to unite together the Conform- 
ifts and Non-Conformifts, or as they are 
now called Church-men and Diffenters : but 
unhappily difagreeing among themfelves, 
nothing material was done. 

Many of the epifeopal clergy refured to 
pray for their majcfties, and fet on foot a 
plot againft the government; but were af- 
terwards refpefted on their oath of alle- 
giance, and promifing not to fubvert the 
Prefbyterian government in Scotland, and 
evidence themfelves to be orthodox and 
moral. 

The French gained ah advantage over 
the Dutch and Englifti fleets, owing to Tor- 
rington's not coming up with the other Ihips 
for which he was tried and acquitted ; but* 
the next day the king took away his com- 
miffion, and turned out fome of thofe cou- 
cerned-in his trial. 
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King William at length triumphed over 
all his enemies, and though he had led his 
arniy through great river«, foy-gbt many 
bloody battles j and received feverztl wounds 
yet God preferved his life in the fight qf 
his enemies^ to be.afingularbleffin,gtothefe 
nations^ 

in i68g, the Jacobitifli army of King 
James. II. befifeged.the Protcftaa^xity of, 
Londonderry, until, the bcfieg<?d, wpfe re- . 
duced to fuch extremities^ tbaj they at6 
dogs, cats^^mice^ &c* ... 

When the king returhed from Holland ill \ 
1692, their Majcfties dined in the city, and 
being well pleafed, conferred the honopr 
of knighthood up6n Alderipian , Jfones 
Hoijblon and fev^eral others, ^ 

ift i6g2, on the 8th of September, about; 
iWo o'clock in the jifternoonj a^ earth- 
quake 
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quake was felt in London and other parts 
of England, which lailed about one 
ttiinute. 

In 1694^ Sir John Houblon and others, 
were appointed Commiflioners for execu-' 
ting the office of Lord High Admiral of En* 
gland and Ireland. 

Dr. Tillotfon, Archbifliop of Camerbnry, 
died on the 22d of November, i6g4* Dr. 
Gilbert, Bifliop of Salifbury, who preach- 
ed his funeral fermon, faid, •• His firft edu- 
'' cation and impreflions were among thofe 
** who were then called Puritans." 

On the 28th of December, 1694, Ouecn 
Mary died. 

King William fettled the fucceflion of the 
Crown of Englaad, after the death of the 
Princeft Ann, ia the family of George L 
The princefs Elizabeth, daughter of King 
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that no Papift born after the 25th of March, 
1700, fhould be capable of inheriting any 
title of honour, or eftate, within England, 
Wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed. 

In 1698, his Majefty (who feldomwent 
to the play) ordered the players not; to aft 
fo wickedly as they had done, in encoura-^ 
ging vice : and the Archbifliop of Canter- 
bury faid, it was an honour to. mforra a^ 
gainft a neighbour for prophane fwearing; 
but in the prefent day our ftreets ring with 
blafphemics without controuK 

Some people appeared with extraordina- 
ry warmth againft the Non-Conformifts, 
and loved to be diftinguiftied by the name 
of High-Church Men ; and tQ treat all per- 
fons of charity and moderation, with the 
charafier of Low-Churchmen, Whigs, and 
even Fanatics ; though men of the grcatcft 
affeftion to the Church, 



In 
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In 1701, a very modeft petition was pre- 
fentcd in the Houfe of Commons, by the 
Gentlemen, Juftices, and Freeholders of 
the County of Kent, in confe^ucncc of a 
rerolution of the Commons to raife funds 
For ns^oney : the petitioners vere coomutted 
to priTon ; this inflaincd the people and 
occafioned other counties to draw up a 
memorial called the L^on Libel ; w|iich 
was fent to the Speaker of the Hou& of 
Commons, " charging and commanding 
" him in the name of two hundred thou- 
" fand £ngli(hmen, to deliver it to the 
'^ Houfe of Commons/' It concluded with 
words to thiseffe£l: for Engliflimen are 
'' no more to be flaves to PARLIAMENTS 
'^ thanto kings. Our name is legion, and 
we are many/' Hift. Eng. 

On the 8th of March, 1701, died Wil- 
iiam III. one of the beft of the kings that 
ever fat on the Englifli throne : he came 

Cc and 
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and fought our battles, reftored our civil 
and religious liberties^ and 

We hope he died to rife again. 
To fit with angels and with men^ 
In the blefl: place at God's right-hand^ 
Where light and truth for ever ftand. 

He was fuccecded fey Queen Anne» fe» 
cond daughter of James Stuart, who abdi- 
cated tfae throne in 1688. 

During her father's reign, flie married 
Georje, Prince of Denmark, whom flie 
made Lord High Admiral of England and 
Ireland, after her fucceffion to the Englifh 
crown- She declared, that &c was firmly 
refolved to ^vern in the famd manner as 
her predeceflbr had done. 

She had a great many good men in her 

council, who had the good of their coun** 

try at heart, as well as the libeities of the 

^ people: 
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people : they were friends to king William, 
and were called Whigs : there were alfo in 
her council feme perfons of different prin* 
ciples, who were rigid friends to epifcopa- 
cy and monarchy ; thefc were called To- 
ries. . 

War was declared in France in 1702, and 
during nine years,* England triumphed 
over all her enemies ; the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough being at the head of the army. 

In 1704, the important fortrefs of Gi- 
braltar Vas taken by the Englilh. 

In 1707, the two kingdoms of England 
and Scotland were united, which took place 
on the ift of May. 

In 1708, forty French men of War with 
the Pretender on board, made their appear- 
aftce on the Scotch Coaft ; but the EngliOi 
fleet under Sir George Byng prevented 
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their landing, took one of their fliips with 
feveral officers belonging to the Pretender, 
whom they ftiled King James III. 

# . . ' . 

, Tbeeleftoral Prince of Hanover, after- 
wards George I. fhewed his bravery againll 
the enemy in Germany. 

Tlie Englifh were much afFefted with the 
death of Prince George of Denmark. 

In 1710, the Spaniards gained a fmall 
advantage over the Xnglifh army ; which 
greatly troubled the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough's friends ;' whilft thofe Tories who 
were bent upon the ruin of that illuftrious 
hero were overjoyed. 

Robert Harley, Efq; afterwards Earl of 
Oxford, infinuated to the Queen, that the 
Duke andDuchefs of Marlborough had too 
much power ; and he prevailed with her 
Majefty to entertain an ill opinion of the 
• Wjiigs; 
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Whigs ; in confequence thereof, Marlbo* 
rough's friepds and relations were removed 
from all places of truft and honour. 

On the 13th of September, the Duke 
of Marlborough took Bouchain in fight of 
one hundred thoufand of his enemies : but 
in 1 71 1, that great commander was removed 
from all his, employments, and the com- 
mand of the army beftowed upon the Duke 
of Ormond. Sir Simon Harcourt was ap- 
pointed Lord High Chancellor ; and Mr. 
Henry St. John, the, great Deiftical writer, 
was created Lord Bolingbroke. 

In 1713, an infamous peace was con- 
i;luded,* though it had been ftrongly op- 
pofed by the Eleclor of Hanover ; which 

among 



* " The courtly fmile fuccccds the fword,- 
«« Yet fmks the kibjed l9wcr." 
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amo»g other things caufed groat diftuzbance 
in England. 

The Jacobite party, or thofe who were 
attached to the intereft of King James II. 
gained great (Irength and influence at court 
And an a6l was pafled, called the Occa- 
fional-Conformity-Bill, which prevented 
any perfdn in office under the* government, 
from entering any meeting-rhoufe* This 
^ a£l was to have taken place op. the firft of 
Auguft, 1714, had not the Queen died the 
fame day« 

And the Schifm-Bill aftually obtained 
the Royal Aflent, which fufFered no Non- 
Conformifts id educate their own childrcoi 
but required them to be put into the hands 
of Conformifts ; and which forbid all tu- 
tors and fchool-mafters being prefent at any 
conventicle or diffenting placie of worfhip. 

This 
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This Queen left no iffur, though (he 
had had two fens and four daughters. - Af- 
fairs abroad wore an unfavooiable afpeft ; 
and it is confidently aiferted, that the di* 
dradions which jeigfied in her cooocils, 
brought on her diflblutioQ, whk^ took 
place, Auguft i, 1714. 



C^k^. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

From the Accejffion of George I. to tk£ A(^ 
ce/Jion of George III. including the f pace 
of ^ Years. 

» 
nnHE E left or of Hanover, George I. a 
^ firm friend to civil and religious liber- 
ty, fucceeded Queen Anne. 

A reward of one hundred thoufand 
pounds was offered for apprehending the 
Pretender. 



Lor<^ Bolingbroke was removed from his 
poll of fecretary of ftate; with fome marks 
of difpleafure. 

His Majefty landed fafe at Greenwich 
from Germany, on the i8th of September, 
1714, and was ci*Qwned on the 20th of Oc- 
tohtrjaX Weftminllen Great rejoicings were 
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made at the coronation, which, however, 
were difturbed by fome faftious and mali- 
cious perfans, crying out, " High Church 
*' and Ormond for ever, down with the 
** Whigs :" thefe rioters broke windows, and 
pulled down meeting-houfes, &c. 

** A moody murm'ring race, 
" Whom neither king can rule, or God 
can pleafe." 

Thefe tumults were fuppofed to take their 
rife from .certain feditious pamphlets, as 
well as from the conduft of fome clergy- 
men. 

In 17^4, Mr. Martin, an Englifh Prote- 
ftant, was cruelly imprifoned in the Inqui- 
fition of Spain, and received two hundred 
laChes. He loft all his effects which had 
been embezzled by the Inquifition. Soon 
after he retunacd to England, his cafe was 

D d publifiied 
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publifhed by the defire of the Archbifliops 
of Canterbury and York, the bifhop of 
London, &c. &c. 

In the beginning of the prefent century, 
the duke of Orleans commandedthe French 
army, and took the rebellious city of Arra-' 
gon, and required the people to pay a Cer- 
tain fum of money ; and the priefls of the 
monaftery in the convent, defired to be ex- 
cufed from paying any thing : upon which 
M. dc Legal, (the officer whom the duke 
had fet over the town) fent and dcmoliflied 
the Inquifition, took out the filver images, 
andreleafed four hundred prifoners, among 
whom there were fixty beautiful young la- 
dies. 

The French officer who procured theif 
liberty, married oue of thefe ladies who de- 
clared, that when ftie was about fifcecQ 
years of age^ fhe went with her mother oa 

■ ■' a vifit 
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a vifit to the Countefs of Aitaras, and 
there faw Don Franfcifco Tirrcgon, who 
took took notice of her, and prefented his 
hand for her to kifs, and faid he would re- 
member her. 

At midnight when all all was in bed, tliat 
young lady heard a knocking at the door, 
her maid afked who was there ; and received 
for anfwer. The Holy Inquijition ; upon 
which the father immediately delivered i.is 
daughter (the young lady) to the Inquifitor, 
and ihe was hurried into a coach, with onl v 
a petticoat arid a mantle, and carried to the 
Inquifition ; where ftie was elegantly drcf- 
fed, and forced to g© to bed with Don 
Francifco Tirregon, or elfc (he muft have 
loft her life by the dry pan and gradi: l 
fire : rather than fuffer which, who would 
not have complied ? 

We are aflured indeed, that when ilic* 
Danes invaded England in the Uu^x cawV. 



2^6 A SKETCH of CIVIL and 

of the ninth century, after marching to Car- 
lifle, they advaticed towards Goldingham 
Abbey : the Abbefs knew they intended 
firft to ravifli, and then to murder her and 
her nuns ; to prevent which (he took a ra- 
zor, and cut off her nofe and upper lip ; and 
her example was followed by all the nuns: 
fo they prcferved their chaftity at the ex- 
pence of their beauty ; for inftead of being 
raviflied, and then murdered, they were only 
murdered without being raviftied. 

^^ They fleep in Jefus and arc blefs'd ; 

How fweet their flumbers are ; 
From forrows, fufferings, fins, redeemed ; 

And freed from evVy fnarc." 

But to return to the Inquifition, it is rea- 
fonable to fuppofe many were put to death, 
as they never could be fet at liberty, becaufe 
they would have difcovered the diabolical 
praftife of the Inquifilors. But at length 

it 
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it.plcafed God lo fet at liberty the captives^ 
among whom was the young lady, who mar- 
jied the French officer. 



*^ Kind Jefus look'd, and long'd to fave, 
A poor, a captivated flavc, 

A flave of vile defire ; 
For me he gave his precious bloody 
And drew me ba^jk to what was good. 

And fnatch'd me from hcll-fire." 

On the 13th of January, 1715, one hun- 
dred and tw^enty houfes were demolifhed by 
fire in Thames-Street, and near fifty lives 
were loft. 

A proclamation was iffuedagainft all Pa- 
pifts and Non-jurors. 

By the Riot Aft it was mgdc death for 
any tumultuous perfon^, to the number of 
twelve, to continue together for the fpace 

of 
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of one hour after^proclaitiation being made 
for their difperfiHg. 

On the 2 2d of April, was the famous 
total eclipfe of the fun, when the flars ap- 
peared : the birds atid beafts during the 
^arknefs appeared greatly terrified; and 
the former were going to roofl, as though 
night had been coming upon them. 

About the fame time died, Bifhop Bur- 
net. 

. The king removed moft of the Tories 
from the great places they were in, and 
made an entire change in the miniftry : the 
Duke of Marlborough and other Whigs 
were reeeived into the royal favour. 

The Parliament granted the fum of feven 
hundred thoufand pounds for the fupport 
of his majefty's houftiold and family. 

Some 
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Some of the late minifters were to be im- 
peached for high-treafon, whefcupoa Lord 
Bolingbroke retired to France. 

A rebellion broke but in Scotland, which 
was abetted by another in England. The 
former was headed by the Earl of Mar, and 
the latter by Mr. Fofter. 

The Pretender wa5 proclaimed at Mor- 
peth, Hexham, &c. but Generals Carpen- 
ter and Wills, made the Rebels fubmit to 
the king's mercy at Prefton, where about 
fourteen hundred rebels were taken prifon* 
ers, among whom were an hundred and 
forty-tkree perfons of note. 

The fame day the king's troops under 
the comn^and of the Duke of Argylc, fought 
a bloody battle with the Rebels, under com- 
mand of the Earl of Mar, At Sheriff-muir, 
on Sunday the 13th of November, the Earl 

of 
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of Mar retired immediately with his forces 
to Perth. 



The Pretender arrived in Scotland, on 
the 22d of December, and with the Rebels^ 
procec^ded to Dundee, and from thence to 
Montrofe, but being clofely purfued by the 
king's troops, the Pretender with feveral 
great officers, gave their army the flip, and 
went on board fome French fliips. 

On the fourth of September, fcveral 
perfons waded acrofs the Thames near 
Whitehall.. 

In 1716, the rebel Lords Derwcntwatef 
and Kenmure were beheaded on Tower- 
hill, on the 24th of February, but fcveral 
noblemen found means to efcape. 

About this time (he Aurora Borealis^, 
or Northern Lights appeared in the fky, 

to 
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to the great confternation of a multitude 
of people. "^ 

The Thames was frozen over, and whole 
oxen roafted upon it. 

A number of rebellious perfons were ex- 
ecuted in different places ; among whom 
was William Paul, a clergyman, and John 
Hall, a juftice of peace, who were hanged 
at Tyburn, on the 14th of July. Thofe 
who remained in prifon were pardoned by 
an Aft of Grace, which paffed afterwards. 
Many difaffefted perfons, who wore oak 
boughs in memory of the Reftorafion, and 
to infult the government were imprifoned. 

On the loth of June, guards were placed 
in feveral parts of the town to preveat the 
/ wearing of white rofcs. 

In 1717, " The lower houfe of Convo- 
E e cation 
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" tion drew up by their committee, a rft- 
prefentation again ft certain tenets advanced 
by Dr. Hoadly, Biftiop of Bangor, in a 
Work of his, entitled, a prefervativc againft 
the principles and praQices of the Non-ju- 
rors : and in a fermon preached before the 
king, entitatled, the Nature of the King- 
dom of Chrift ; Chewing it not to be of this 
world. This gave rife to many warm dif- 
courfes in print. 

The committee cenfured both the above 
works ; but his majefty, in order to put 
an end to thefe feuds prorogued ,the con- 
vention, which has not fat to do bufinel^ 
fxnte that time. 

About this time, guineas were reduced 
to twenty-one ftiiliitigs. 

On the i8th of March, a furprifing meteor^ 
was feen, about eigjit o'clock at night. 



% 



On 
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On the 31ft of July, the Spanilh fleet 
was defeated by Sir George Byng. 

In 1719, the Occafional Conformity and 
Schifm Bills were repealed. 

In 1720, an order of Council was pub- 
liflied for the fuppreffion of feveral blaf- 
phemous affemblies, called Hell-Fire Clubs. 

In Auguft, the experiment of Inoculating 
the, Small-Pox, was firft tried, with fuccefs, 
on feven criminals in Ne^frgate, 

In 1722, theduke of Orleans fent word 
to England, that the Pretender defigncd to 
come and overturn our happy conflitution 
in church and (late, to dellroy oiir civil 
and religious liberties, and eftablifh Popery, 
tyranny, and arbitrary power. 

On this intelligence, a camp waa formed 
in Hyde-Park: the military oflBcers were 
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dered to repair to their refpeftive com- 
ands : fome troops were called over from 
;eland, and the Dutch States were de- 
red to keep in readinefs the guarantee 
roops, in order to be font to England, in 



cafe of emergency, 



The confpiratorshad, by their emiflaries, 
made the ftrongeft folicitations to foreign 
powers for afliftance, butv/ere difappointed 
in their expectations ; notwithfianding 
which, confiding in their numbers, they re- 
folved to trull to their own ftrength, and 
to attempt the fubverfion of the govern- 
ment ; but their intentions being timely dif- 
covercd, their fchcme was rendered abor- 
tive. 

Several perfons were apprehended fof 
being parties in this plot. The Earl of 
OruMy, Dr. Atterbury, BiHiop of Roche- 
flor, and the Lords North and Grey were 
'-•a;i];nittcd to the Tower for high-treafon ; 

and 



ECCLESIASTICAL HtSTORY. sag 

and the Duke of Norfolk, who had been 
feized by his majefty's order, was, with the 
confent of the Houfe of Peers, fent to the 
fame place. 

Chriftopher Layer, Efq; a counfellor ar 
Law, who had been alfo apprehended on 
account of the faid cojifpiraey, was tried at 
the King's-Bench Weftminfter, on the 2 ill 
of Novemben His indiftment fet forth : 

" That he had been employed in forming 
'' a mofttraiterous, horrid plot andconfpi- 
" racy againft his Majefty and government, 
*^ by enlifting men for the Pretender's fer- 
" vice, in order to ftir up a rebellion ; and 
'' alfo, that he had held a traiterous cor- 
" refpondence with the Pretender, by car- 
** rying letters and treafonablc papers to 
*' him beyond the feas, and from him to 
•* the difaff'eded in this kingdom." 

After 
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After a trial which lafled feventeen hours, 
the jury brought him in ^2^e7/);, and he re- 
ceived fentence of death. He was reprieved 
from time to time, in hopes of his making 
difcoverics ; but he either could not, or 
would not, fatisfy thefe expeftations : he 
was, therefore, on the 17th of May, 1723, 
drawn on a fledge to Tyburn, and there 
hanged and quartered, purfuant to his fen- 
tence ; after which his head was cut x)fF, and 
' fixed on Temple-Bar. 

This confpiracy was fo artfully carried on 
under fiditious names, that it required the 
greateft application to come to the know- 
ledge of fome of the perfons concerned. 
The committee, which had been appointed 
by the Houfe of Commons to examine the 
papers relating to the confpiracy, delivered 
it as their opinion, that a defign had been 
carried on long by perfons of figure and di- 
flintlion abroad, for pUcing the Pretender 

on 
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on the throne of thefe kingdoms : that va- 
rious methods hadbeeu attempted, and dif- 
ferent times fixed for putting their defigns 
in execution : that the firft intention was 
to have procured a regular body of foreign 
forces to invade thefe kingdoms, at the time 
of the late eleftions: but that the confpi- 
rators being difappoint^d in this expefta- 
tion, they refolved next to make an at- 
tempt at the time his Majefty intended to 
go to Hanover, by the help of fuch forces 
and foldiers as could pafs into England 
unobferved from abroad, under the com- 
mand of the Duke of Ormond, who was 
to have landed in the river, with a great 
quantity of .arms, provided in Spain foj; 
that^tt^ppofe ; jit which time the Tower was 
likewife to have been feized, and the city of 
London was to have been made a place of 
arms ; but this defign being alfo prevented 
by the difcoveries made in England, and 
his majefty 's putting off his journey, by 

the 
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the encampment of the forces at home, as 
well as the fending for thofc from Ireland ; 
by thereadinefs of his Majefty's good al- 
lies, the States-General, to aflift him in 
cafe of ncceffity ; by the orders given in 
Spain, that the late Duke of Ormond 
Ihould not embark ; and the like orders 
iffued in France, that he fhould not pafs 
through that kingdom, the confpirators 
found themfelves under a neceflity of de- 
ferring their enterprize till the breaking 
up of the camp : during which interval they 
were labouring, by their agents and emifla- 
ries, to corrupt and feduce the officers and 
foldiers of his majefty's arinp ; and fo much 
^ did they depend on this defeftion, as to 
entertain hopes of placing the Pretender 
on the throne, thoug'h they fhould not ob- 
tain any affiftance from abroad, which -ne- 
verthelcfs they ftill continued to folicit k 
the flrongeft manner. 

The 
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The Houfe of Commons, after n^ature 
confideration of the vhole matter, broiigii 
in three feveral bills to inflict paics and pe- 
nalties on Francis, Lord Biihop of Ro- 
chefter, John Plunket, and George Kcliy, 
as being very principally concerned in this 
diabolical plot; ^vhich bills pafled both 
houfes, and received the Royal Aflent- . The 
Bifhop was deprived of his office and bene* 
iice, banifhed the kingdom, and pronounced 
guilty of felony if he returned; the power cf 
pardoning him w as denied to the king with- 
out the confent of parliament ; but he v.as 
not to forfeit his goods and chattels. Plun- 
ket and Kelly were to be kept in clofe cu- 
ftody, during his Majefly's pleafure, in any 
prifon in Great-Britain ; and they were not 
to attempt an efcape on pain of death, to 
be inflifted on them and their affiftaiHs. 

The Duke of Norfolk, the Lords North 
and Grey, Dennis Keily and Thoma?; 

Sockran, Efqrs; who had been confined in 
^ F f \^^ 



/ 
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the Tower, were admitted . to bail ; as 
was alfo David du Boyce, . confined in 
Newgate on the fame account. A man of 
war was appointed to convoy the Bifhop 
of Rocheft^r to France, the place he had 
chofen for his afylum dulring his exile ; 
and the royal pardon was granted to Lord 
Bolingbroke, who owed that indulgence to 
the earneft folicitations of Lord Harcourt, 
though it was vehemently oppofed at the 
Council-board. 

Thus did this confpiracy fall to the 
ground ; and the Proteftants were left 
in " pofleffion of thofe religious principles 
which are confiftent with, and conformable 
to, the true gofpel of the Redeemer of 
Mankind. 

In 1723, the Proteftant minifters in France 
were hanged, and thofe fent to the gallies 
who attended their fermons, or gave them 
fliclter. 



\v. 
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In 1724, the King wrote to the two Uni- 
verfities, to ftudy Modem Hiftor\% and 

Languages. 

In 1725, the Earl of Macclesfield, (who 
had refigned the great feal of England fonae 
years before,) was tried by his peers and 
found guilty of receiving exorbitant iums 
from perfons admitted Matters in Chancer}-; 
for which he was imprifoned till he paid 
his fine of three thoufand pounds. 

In 1726, died his Majefty's confort, in 
the caftle pf Ahlen, who brought him our 
late Sovereign George 11. 

On the 20th ofMarchi 1727, died that 
great mathematician Sir Ifaac Newton, 
Mafter of the Mint and Prefident of the 
Royal Society. 

His Majeftv took a journey into Germany, 
and died at Ofnaburg, on the nth of ]une 
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1727, in the fixty-cighth year of his age, 
and thirteenth of his reign. 

He was fucceeded by his only fon, the 
then Prince of Wales, George 11. who 
with his royal confort Queen Caroline, 
was crowned the eleventh of Oftober fol- 
lowing. 

His Majefty in council declared, that he 
would maintain the religion, laws, and li- 
berties of the realm, as his Royal father 
had done. 

" He afterwards highly applauded the 
concord which fubfifted between the Church 
of England and the Proteftant Diffenters." 

The Commons granted the King theTame 
civil lift as had been enjoyed by his Father, 
.that is, feven hundred thoufand pounds per 

annum. 



I» 
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In 17285 the exceflive ufe of gin caufcd 
a duty of five (hillings per gallon to be laid 
upon it, and twenty pounds per annum 
for a licence to retail it. His Majefty's 
civil lift was valued at eight vhundred thou- 
fand pounds per annum. 

In 1729, the people entertained fome 
difrefpe6iful thoughts of the miniftry. 

In 1731, all law proceedings were 
ordered to be no more in Latin, but in 
Englilh. 

In 1733, the Excife Bill was debated in 
the Houfe. The Lord-Mayor was extreme- 
ly aftive in procuring a very ftrong petition 
from the city of London, againft the bill. 
Other peptions were alfo fent up from all 
the chief towns in the kingdom. The bill 
was at length dropped, and the minift^er 
burnt in efiigy. 



V 
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It was thoudit that the king wanted to 
be abfolute, and to exert arbitrary power, 
but when he found that a free people would 
not fubmit to fuch government, he, like a 
wife prince, declined it. 

The Non-Conformifts, or Proteftant Dif- 
fenters, endeavoured to have certain laws 
amended in their favour, but did not go 
through with their defign. 

In 1736, a motion was made in favour 
of the Diflenters, to repeal the Teft Aft, 
but it mifcarried. 

In 1738, her Royal Highnefs the Princefs 
of Wales was delivered of Prince George, 
now our king. 

In 1739, ^^^^ ^^v. Mr. Whitfield's follow- 
ers firft appeared under the name of Me- 
thodills. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Vyfe fays. The Methodifts are " a 
•* religious feft, founded by the late Mr. 
" George Whitftcld, a divine of the Church 
*' of England. But even this feet, who are 
" rigid Calvinifts with regard to Predelli- 
*• nation, and the doclrine of Juiiitacatioa 
** by Faith, without Works, are divi^.ed 
'' among themfelves ; fome following the 
** tenets of the original founder; and others 
" thofe of Mr. John Welley, which are 
*' confiderably different from thofe of Mr. 
*^ Whitcfield." 

The Methodifts have been much pcrfer- 
cuted by many people, and particularly by 
thofe ignorant people who pretend to be- 
long to the Church of England, but know 
nothing of any religion, and are a difgrace 
to whatever denomination thev beion;r : 
even fome of the minifters of the edablifned 
Church, have in their fermons inveighed 
bitterly againft the Methodifts. Many of 
them have a ilrong zeal, and but little 
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knowledge ; arid^even fome of their preach- 
ers fpeak very ridiculoufly : but they are no 
ways dangerous to the church or (later 
therefore to perfecute them only becaufc 
they differ in opinion, is like the Papifts 
burning of heretics. 

One of the brighteft ornaments of the 
Church of England has afferted, that we 
(hould be extremely tender in cenfuring 
thofe who may differ from us in opinion. 

In 1739, P'orto-Bello was taken and de- 
ftroyed by Admiral Vernpn. 

On the 27th of February, 1740, ended 
the great froft, which had lafted nine weeks. 

In 1742, a fecret committee was appointed 
to enquire into the conduft of public affairs 
during ten years pafl:. " Mr. Paxton, who 
" had been Solicitor of the Trcafury, refu- 
*' fing to anfwer w^ith regard to fiv€ hun- 

'' dred 
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*^ dred pounds^ given by him to one Bo- 
" teler, in 1735, to carn^ his cledion for 
*' Wendover, was cdmmittcd 10 Xcvgalc.* 

In 1743, a bloody battle vas foogbt in 
Germany by George 11. and his allicj^ 2- 
gainft the French and their allies^ in vHich 
the former loft two thoufand five hundred 
men, and the latter fix thoufand. 

A fplendid comet appeared from Decem- 
ber 23, to February 18, in ariei. 

On the 15th of June, 1744, Commodore 
Anfon returned to Spithead, from his fa- 
mous expedition round the world : he failed 
from England in September, 1 740. 

The Philippine Iflands are about three 
hundred miles S. E. of China in Afia : the 
weather is always hot : the periodical rains 
generally begin there, and continue 
three months : there are about one hun- 

G g ^\^\ 
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dred thoufand people, mofl of which pay 
a tax to the Spaniards : they are a mixture 
of Chinefe, Malabars, Blacks, Spaniards, 
Portuguefe, and Mulattos : there is a tree 
called Amet, which fupplies the inhabitants 
with water. They ufed to fend two large 
{hips annually with commodities to Ame- 
rica, and return loaded with filver. It was 
one of thofe fhips that Commodore Anfon 
took in 1743; he alfo took the town of 
Paita in Peru, with a vaft treafure: when 
he landed, his treafure was brought in wag- 
gons to London. 

At that time mofl of the powders in Eu- 
rope were in a ftate of war. 

Charles, the young Pretender, then 
about twenty-five years of age, went from 
Rome, through France, into Scotland ; 
and on the 3d of September, 1 745, caufed 
his father to be proclaimed at Cunkeld, 
near Perth. 

it 
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It is remarkable. 'Urs Mr. Ijz 
his Hiftory of EngiancL oyrri.-*ti> — thii 
Speaker of the Hocfc of CwdhclI:: ^::-ic 
thofe of the Kirk of ScJt'yal, :ie ?r!:'- 
byterians) were fhend$ to ibc v^y**:! rrmmr, 
whilft the Scotch of tbc Ckisrri « Lxr-iriii 
were for the Pretender. 



The Rebels adi-acc^d as Slt si yirr;, 



and Derby ; but finding dai gr«c ^rrpirxr- 
tions were making sg^irf: "'"-j*^^ tsr^ re- 
turned back to Scotlaiid. sr^i zi^r-^i * . .i.r 
advantage over the kinz'i f>ri*i z -%";: t- t- 
upon the Duke of Crgbcr-iTr:^ ir^:i.-: - . 
Scotland, and on the ifici o? A>r,_ i' - 1- 
gained a complete viiEaJTT cr-^ -^ jL^^^:.. 
at CuUoden, where tvo iby^L^Zjrz - : ^Zi^ 
Rebels wete killed, and xhrfit irri-:r« ^: /: 
ten of the king's forces killed £i>i vo::rii:ra 

The young Pretender roamed ^bovt :n 
difguife, till he wasted bo:r: .V^c i.: 
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[ clothes before he could go on board for 
France. 

The whole fum of money voted for the 
year 1746, was nine millions, four hundred 
and twenty-five thoufand, two hundred and 
fifty-four pounds. 

In 1747, the rebel Lord Lovat was be- 
headed on Tower-Hill, as was alfo Charles 
Radcliffe. 

^ The fame year as an hundred and feven- 
ty French fhips w^ere coming from St. Do- 
mingo, forty-fix of them were taken by 
the Britifh fquadron. 

Admiral Hawke, with fourteen men of 
war took fix merchant fliips from the French' 
American fle^t as they were preparing to 
fail for the Wefl.-Indics. 

The 
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The war with France and Spain was glo- 
riousby fea, but quite othcrwife by land. 

A moft violent diftemper raged among 
the horned cattle ; for the flopping of 
which many proclamations were iffued. 

The French were perpetually ftirring up 
the Savages in North- America, to exercife 
all kinds of cruelty upon the Englifh ; and 
three pounds fterling was given for every 
fcalp brought in by a Canadian. 

A general peace was figned in Oftober, 
1748, 

In 1750, a bill pafled for regulating the 
trade of Africa. 

. Africa is fituate between 35 degrees of 
fouth, and 37 degrees north latitude ; and 
between 19 degrees wefl, and 5 degrees of 
eafl longitude. 
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Egypt is fix hundred miles iri length, and 
two hundred and fifty in breadth. The 
bafe of one of the pyramids covers eleven 
acres of ground, and is five hundred feet in 
height : nearly in the center is a room 
thirty-four feet long, and feventeen feet 
broad, in which is a marble chell, feven 
feet in length. 

The labyrinth, which contains twfelve 
palaces and one hundred houfes, is faid to 
be all cut out of the rock. 

Once in fix or feven years, the inhabi-' 
tants are vifited by the plague ; but this 
and every other difeafe ceafes, on the over- 
flowing of the Nile, which runs moftly from 
fouth to north for fifteen hundred miles. It 
begins to rife at the latter end of May eve- 
ry year : there the Afps,' Hyenas, Coca- 
trices, (Crocodiles, &c. are founds 

The 
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The natives hatch chicken in ovens : they 
fpeak the Coptic language, and profefs 
Chriftianity; but it is difficuU to fay of what 
]vii?d, 

Egypt is fubjeft to the Turks, who, w^ith 
the Arabs, are Mahometans. 

The following places are alfo in Africa, 
that is, Barbary including Morocco, Al- 
giers, Tunis, Tripoli, and Barca. In fe-^ 
veral of thefe States the Chriitians are fold 
flaves to the Turks. George 11. redeemed 
many of thefe flaves from the defpotic mo^ 
narch of Morocco, 

At Algiers the foutherly winds in July 
and Auguft, for five or fix days together 
are fo exceeding hot and. fuffocating, that 
the inhabitants are obliged to fprinkle the 
floors of their houfes with v.ater: their 
flieep and black cattle are exceeding bad. 
The country abounds with wild beafts and 
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monftrous fcrpents. The inhabitants aie 
a dirty people, who are of the religion of 
Mahomet. They ufe the ancient African 
language, a corrupt Arabic, and the Lin- 
gua Franca. 

The Azores or Weftern Iflands are on the 
coaft of Africa, and belong to the Portu- 
guefe. Gpree belongs to the French, and 
the Canaries to the Spaniards. 

In TenerifFe is a mountain in form of a 
fugar loaf, fifteen miles in circumf rence, 
and three miles high : this volcano may be 
feen an hundred and twenty miles. 

Two earthquakes were felt in London in 
1750. 

* The French made great encroachments 
in America, of which the Englifh governor 
tranfmitted complaints ; but thefe were faid 
to be but little regarded. 

In 
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In 1751, an Aft paffed for abolifliing the 
Old Stile, which took place on the 2d of 
September, 1752, and the next day was 
accounted September 14, New Stile. The 
true folar year, or that fpace of time which 
flows while the fun is moving from any one 
point of the ecliptic, till he returns again 
to the fame point, confills of three hun- 
dred and fixty-five days, five hours, forty • 
ty-eight minutes, and iifty-feven feconds : 
which is three hundred and fixty-five days, 
and near fix hours : thefe fix hours in four 
years make one day, which is called Biffex- 
tile : but to reckon a day for thefe fix hours 
every four years, is rather too much, be- 
caufe there is only five hours, forty-eight 
minutes, and fifty-feven feconds ; which is 
eleven minutes and three feconds (hort of 
fix hours every year : this, in four years, 
amounts to forty-four minutes and twelve 
feconds, which is reckoned before it has 
really taken place : therefore in an hundred 
and thirty-one years, we (hail be one thou- 

Hh S.wv\ 
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fand four hundred and forty-feven minutes 
and thirty-three feconds before hand ; that 
is, one day, feven minutes, and thirty-three 
feconds. Thus from the time of the Coun- 
cil of Nice, • in the yc^r 325, to 1752, we 
had gained eleven whole days, which we 
then dropped, as other nations had done 
many years before.* 

The national debt in 1753, amounted to 
feventy-four millions,' three hundred arid 
fixty-eight thoufand, four hundred and fif- 
teen pounds, fifteen {hillings and one 
penny. 

In 1754, a difputearofe about the elec- 
tion of {heriffs, the Diffenters refufing to 
ferve that office ; upon which a law-fuit 
enfued. 

The 
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The Frmch cooticiaiBg ftr'i- mr^?rtrr- 
ments on the Brknh fedcafflcni* ii Xir-:^- 
America, Admiral BoSczvcd irsji jr^i!: 
againfl: them* who woSl iiro «f litrir Tier 
of war ; and before the csrf cc ^Jx t'-it 
1755, ^1^'^f"'^^ hundred Fier-dB ^acrrbHnr-iiri.F 
and eight thoufand of i3ac2r bcrJt jrfcTrit;^ 
were brought into Brhifh pKts. 

On the firft of November, z''^.-^ LiJ:*:^- 
the chief city of Poitu^ vm iitrir:r' -1 : 
an earthquake, which ^2.1* mx:L^e£ in > - ^- 
ral times for eight davs: sr-i cjrrr:^: ^^^■'z 
eight days the city \^^« :r; flLrri^Tw I: - 1 * 
computed that fifty tho^fkr-ti fei:!: ^»rr^: - i 
in the ruins of Lifbon: bwt or-Iv ^ ..^.t 
twelve or fourteen Protefiar.:* '**':> vr-r-i: 
fettjed at Lifbon, were miWrr.^z f^Tse o: 
whom were faved in a UtrsLTsgp: aai n::nicu- 
lous manner. 

The Inquifition of Port:i^i;I 5* the fauie 
as in Spain; and had appointed that vcv 
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day on which the earthquake began, to be 
the day for executing the imprifoned Pro- 
teftants : accordingly, all the people were 
affembled in their churches, andjuft at the 
time of celebrating their firft mafs, the 
churches were thrown down upon them by 
the violence of the earthquake. This 
brings to mind the words in the 13th verfe 
of the 11th chapter of the Revelation. 

, England declared war againft France on 
the 8th of May, 1756, as the French did 
afterwards againft Great-Britain. 

The French took Ofwego in America, 
and landed eleven thoufand men in the, 
Ifland of Minorca, in the Mediterranean, 
which not being properly fuccourcd by 
Admiral Byng, who had been fent out 
with a fquadron equal to that pf the enemy, 
t^ governor was obliged to furrender the 
Ifland. 

The 
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' The admiral was recalled, tried, and be- 
ing found guilty of not doing his duty, was 
fhot on board the Monarque in Portfmouth- 
Harbour,^ on the 14th of March, 1757. 

There yrcre great riots and vaft difturb- 
ances in England on account of the great 
fcarcity and dearnefs of corn. 

That great patriot Mr. Pitt (the late 
Earl of Chatham) was a fecond time ap- 
pointed fecretary of ftate. 

The Duke of Cumberland could not pre- 
vent the French from taking pofleffion of 
the Eleftorate of Hanover ; and he was 
obliged to agree to a treaty, which was 
figned at Cloifter-Seven. The French foon 
violated the treaty; and in 1758, a treaty 
of mutual defence was entered into between 
George IL and the king of Pruffia. 

Fifty 
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Fifty thoufand troops of Hanover, Hefle- 
Caffel, Saxe-Gotha^ Wolfcnbuttle, and 
Buckeburg, were taken into Britilh pay : 
and the king of England ordered his Hano- 
verian fubjefts to refume their arms under 
the command of Prince Ferdinand of Brunf- 
wick :. the Prince obeyed his orders with 
great alacrity, • and immediately drove the 
Fiench out of Hanover : he was foon joined 
by the late Duke of Marlborough with 
twelve thoufand Britifh troops, which af- 
terwards increafed to twenty-five thoufand ; 
with this reinforcement the war in Ger- 
many was carried on with the utmoft vigour, 
and fevcral battles were fought with great 
advantage to the allies : but none more fo 
than the famous battle of Minden,- on the 
iftof Auguft, 1759, won by Prince Fer- 
dinand over Marfhal Contades, who loll 
ten thoufand men. 

More than two thoufand Englifh infa-^^tty 
were loft, it being a confiderable time be- 
fore 
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fore the Britifli cavalry omc irp, (nrrni: t:> 
the negleft of Lord Gcorgt ^ncksiUtz 
who commanded tbem ; for iridri itt vii^ 

tried by a coun-mariial, vhici X/ronouiici'd 

* . "J. 

the following fentence agadnii Irrm, 

" The Court, upon due conSdenniixr i>: 
'' the whole matter beiorc ihtrm ii* m" ap> 
** nion, that Lord George Sadnilk i:- 
*^ guilty of having difobcA ed the c«im. -x 
" Prince Ferdinand of BrjnT^ridL irLoTti 
*' he was, by his commiSoD, c:ren:^- 'o 
*^ obey, as Commander in Ci3til acxorcjrg 
** to the rules of war : And it is in*; f^nL :t 
*' opinion of this Court, thai iheiaid Lord 
** George Sackville,* is. ai^d be is IjfTfrlv 
^'adjudged, unfit to rer\e his M>j^':; ]-j 
** anv military capacitv whatxrvcr." 

Lord Howe was (lain, and focin alter' 



• Now Lord George Gcraidtift, 
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wards two thoufand of his men were loft 
under the command of General Abercrom- 
by before Ticonderago in America. 

General Wolfe was flain near Quebec, 
though viftorious. 

Admiral Bofcawen and General Amherft 
reduced Louifburgh, and took feveral fhips 
of the line. Commodore Keppel took the 
Ifland^f Goree. 

Fort du Quefne, Guadaloupe, and Fon- 
tenac, all fubmitted to the Englifh arras : 
as did the French Weft-India Iflands, an4 
Canada. 

Our affairs in the Eaft-Indies were equal- 
ly profperous. Admiral Pocock clefeatcd 
the enemy's fleet, and the French com- 
?Aander, who had laid fiege to Madras, was 
obliged. to retire, leaving forty pieces of 
cannon behind him. 

The 
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The French rendered defperate by their 
ill fuccefs, formed two fleets to invade En- 
gland ; but one of them was defeated by Ad- 
miral Bofcawen, and the other by Admiral 
Hawke , who, on the 20th of November, 
took or funk five, forced eight up the river 
Vallaine, and difperfed the reft of the ene- 
my's fhips, which occafioned two thoufand 
pounds per annum to be fettled upon him. 

As M. de Thurot was returning from 
Ireland, where he had committed fome tri- 
fling depredations, he was defeated and 
killed by Capt. Elliot. 

After the death of the Queen, the King 
kept the Duchefs of Yarmouth. 

On the 5th of May, 1760, the Earl Fcr- 
rers w^as executed at Tyburn, for murdrr- 
inj; his fteward. 



o 



I 1 CJrcat 
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Great preparations were making for carry- 
ing on the war, when George 11. died fud- 
denly, at Kenfington, on the 25th of Ofto- 
ber, . 1 760, in the feventy-feventh year of 
his age, and thirty-fourth of his reign^ 



CHAP. 
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C HA P. XIII. 



Frovi the Accejjion cf his t^^: 



George III. tothe hcr:-rrr:r :- : . 7.- :.. : 
between Great- Br i::^::: azz .-Ir^-. . . .* 
the Year 1 764. 

GEORGE III. eldeft fon crFr-Ir:::. : - : 
Prince of Wales, fuccceccd 1: > : . . - 
father, George 11. in 17S0. ar.d Vki: - -- 
clairaed on Sunday, Ociober 25. -:;.- ■ ^ 
loudeft acclamations ofalryai ^ni -i. - 
tionate people, when he ceclarcC ..': > o , . 
make it the bufinefs of h;> -ifc. 7. 
in every thing, the glory ar.i. /. : 
thefe kingdoms ; to prffen^c f' ': 
/A^ Conflitution both in ckurcu <:::.> y*.,::. 

The Avar \\'as continued \viiV i' - •.trr,^;'^ 
vigour, in order to bring it to a i";:!--'!- r .,^. 
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clufion as foon as poflible ; and the fame 
uninterrupted feries^offuccefs attended our 
arms. 

On the eighth of September, 1761, the 
king married Queen Charlotte ; and on the 
22d of the fame month they were both 
' crowned at Weftminfler. 

In 1761, Mark Anthony CalaSjOF Thou- 
loufe in France, >Vho had been educated by 
his parents in the Proteft&nt religion, and 
was bred to the law, but could not be per- 
mitted tc^ praftife, on account of his being 
a Proteftant: upon which he grew me- 
lancholy, and hanged himfelf on the 
thirteenth of Oflober. 

., A croud of people were gathercid about 
itfce. houfe, and at length took it into their 
heads, that Anthony had a mind to turn Pa- 
pift, and therefore his father had murdered 
him. The father then fent for the officers 

of 
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of jufticc, to prevent his being torn to 
pieces by the multitude. 

The capitoul foon eotercd the houfe of 
the fUther JohirCalas, with forty foldiers, 
and took the father, Peter the fon, the mo- 
ther, a gueft, and the maid, iail into cufto- 
dy, and fet a guard over them. At length 
the capitoul, without the leaft appearance 
of reafon or truth, thought proper to agree 
with the opinion of the mob that Anthony 
had been murdered : whereupon the whole 
family were imprifoned ; and the father and 
the fon were thrown into a dark dungeon, 
and they were all put in irons on the i8tk 
of November. 

The parliament ordered that they (hould 
be tried by the criminal court of Thou- 
loufe. 

At the time of the trial, L^ Borde 
*' voted, that the father fliould firft fuffer 
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" the torture, ordinary and extraordinary, 
" to difcover his accomplices, and be then 
** broken alive upon the wheel ; to receive 
." the laft ftroke when he had laid two hours, 
f' and then be burnt to aftics."" ' 

" Poor Calas, however,; an old man of 
:*^ fixty-eight, was condemned to this drcad- 
" ful punilhment . alone. He fufFered the 
" torture with great confl^ncy, and was 
*' led to execution in; a frame of mind, 
^' which excited the admiration of all who 
" faw him." . , 

The reft of the family were imprifoncd 

till the gth of March 1765* . " The 9th of 

" March, 1762, was the very day on which 

:" the innocent and: virtuous father of that 

'' family had been executed." 

It is remarkable that this good old man 
did not difcharge his maid, after flie had 
prevailed with his fon Lewis to be a Papift, 

but 
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but kept her in his family, and fettled an 
annuity upon his fon ; little thinking the 
prejudices of education in fuch a poliflied 
age would take away the life of one^ who 
obeyed the political laws of the ftate in 
which he relided, and had an undoubted ^ 
right to protcftion inftead of perfecution. 

This fhews that the Roman Catholics 
are ftill of the fame cruel difpofition they 
were in former times. They for more than 
one thoufand years have been propagating 
their doftrines in blood; and are faid to 
have put to death more than fifty millions 
of people, who were not of the fame erro- 
neous opinion as themfelves ; not know- 
ing, ** That to perfecute for* being of a dif-- 
*^ ferent opinion, is as abfurdas it is to per- 
*' fecute for having a different counte- 
nance.." . 

The bloody tenets of the Roman Catho- 
lic perfuafion, and the cruel difpofitions of 
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the votaries of that church, cannot be more 
amply difplayed, or truly depiflcd, than 
by carefully examining into the many bar- 
barities committed by them : fomc have 
even gloried in their inhumanity, and 
deemed tbofc attrocious aftions meritorious 
which would make a Proteft^tit {hudder to 
relate. 

" As if in cruelties for fame they'd ftand, 
And fnatch the palm from bloody Nero s 
liand," 

In the Weft-Indie»y the Ifland? of Mar- 
tidtico and Gaudaloupe, with thofc oi Gre- 
nada, GrcnadiUas, St. Vincent, and other$ 
of lefs note all furrendered to the valour of 
the Britifti troops. 

Belleiflc was taken by Admiral Kqppcl 
and Colonel Coote. • 

A fleet was fent out againft the Spani* 
ards ; with w\iic\i \\\^^^xV o£ Mbemarle 
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and Admiral Pococke, who took the Ha- 
vannah, the ftrohgell port that belonged 
to the Spaniards in the Weft-Indies. 

To General Draper and Admiral Corniih 
was furrendered the city of Manilla in the 
Eaft-Indies : the Eaft-Indies are in Afia. 

a 

Afia is four thoufand eight hundred 
miles in length, and four thoufand three 
hundred in breadth, and contains the fol- 
lowing places. 

Turkey, which is one thoufand miles in 
length and eight hundred and feventy in 
breadth, contains a number of Mahometans, 
who may marry as many wives as they can 
keep ; the men of wealth confine their wives 
in Seraglios, or Harams : by their law they 
are prohibited the ufe of wine. The Grand 
Segnior, or Emperor, often puts the Ba- 
(liaws, or Governors of the Province to 
death, w^hen they become exceeding rich, 
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and fiezes their wealth for himfelf ; all this 
is done without any crime of the Bafhaw's, 
or allowing him any triaL They fpeak 
the Sclavonian, the Modern Greek and the 
Syriac tongue. 

The barbarians of Tartary, or Scythia, 
had a confiderable fhare in deftroying the 
Roman Empire. 

Tartary is about four thoufand miles in 
length, and two thoufand four hundred in 
breadth. The Tartars fix their tents in any 
place where there is grafs for their cat- ^ 
tie : their wives they purchafe with cat- 
tle ; and they make their old wives that 
are turned of forty, wait on their younger 
ones. In the winter they live in huts, half 
funk in the ground, the fire being in the 
center, with benches round it, and a hole in 
the foof to let out the fmoke, the fame as 
iri Ireland. They are very fond of horfe- 
flefli which they drefs various ways. The 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants 'are of the Mahometan, the 
Gentoo, the Greek, and the Papift reli- 
gions. 

The Empire of China, confifting of China 
and Chinefe Tartary, is about two thoufand^ 
miles in length, and one thoufand fix hun- 
dred in breadth. The. Tea-Shrub, and 
Tallow-Tree, are natives of that country. 
The inhabitants, who are great cheats, are 
computed at fifty millions. The -bride- 
groom feldom fees his bride till (he is con- 
duced to his houfe by her friends. They 
have their tombs built and coffins made 
while living. Where there is a town on 
Ihore, there is another of boats on the wa- 
ter ; where people are born, and there live 
and die. There is a bridge over the river 
Suffrany four hundred cubits long, and five 
hundred cubits high in one arch. 

The wall that feperates China from Tar- 
tary was built by Tfin Chihoang, 2000 years 
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ago ; it is one thoufand five hundred miles 
in length ; from twenty to twenty-five feet 
high, and on the top wide enough for fix 
horfemen to travel abreaft; Before the con- 
queft of that nation by the Tartars, duty 
to each father of a family was enforced un- 
der the fevereft penalties ; and the emperor 
was confidered as the father of all his 
people^ 

• The language of China is peculiar to it- 
felf, and confifts of very few fyllables, 
which admit of an infinite number of vari- 
ations and founds. Thcfe Pagans worfhip 
one Supreme God, and feveral inferior dei- 
ties ; likewife things inanimate, as moun- 
tains, woods, rivers, &c. They never 
fuffer Europeans to pafs certain limits and 
bounds. 

In Abyffinia or Ethiopia no Papifts arc 
fuffered : for they, having more than once 
thrcwn the whole empire into the greateft 
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commotion, and deftroyed thoufands in the 
moft barbarous manner. They began to 
be aftive towards the conclufion of the fif- 
teenth century. They even prevailed with 
the emperor to make a proclamation againfl 
all the Chriftians who would not comply 
with the Roman Catholic religion : the con- 
fequence was a civil war, which continued 
above an hundred years: but when Bafi- 
lidcs fucceeded to the empire, he ordered 
all the Papifts to leave his dominions, and 
fcnt feveral meffagcs to the Popifti patriarch 
to depart ; but he ftill defired to flay to 
prove the importance of his miflion by the 
force of argument : to which the emperor 
replied, " You firft attempted to eftablifh 
*' your faith by violence and tyranny, and 
*' not by arguments: you {hall not there- 
** fore ufe arguments at prefent, as you 
" would not appeal to reafon at firft.'* 

" Sweet frccclom, triumph in thy conqueft made, 
«* No more (hall Weftern wolves thy rights invade ; 
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** Sweet freedom, triumph in thy blefiings giv'H, 
« And let tliy vot'rics pay their thanks to heav'n." 



" O bigotry ! in whofe dark train 
The furies, with their horrors rftign ; 
The bafis of whofe empire's built. 
On ftreams of blood, and ftores of guilt : 
In future may thy hands be bound. 
Thy croaking voice confined from found, 
Till innocence no longer bleeds. 
Till foft humanity fucceeds ; 
Till far as diftant winds can blow. 
Or furging- waters ebb or flow ; 
The great Redeemer's words are known, 
And all men gofpel-bleflings own." 

In Georgia, the Chriftians arc obliged 
to fell their children to the Turks and Per- 
fians. " What a cruel traffic ! How dread- 
" ful for tender parents to part from their 
*' offspring, and facrifice their progeny to 
^\ an unknown fate, and everlafting fepara- 
" tion ! After haying tenderly car^tffed, and 

paternally 
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of jufticc, to prevent his being torn to 
pieces by the multitude. 

The caprtoul foon entered the houfe of 
the fUtJier JohiiCalas, with forty foldiers, 
and took the father, Peter the fon, the mo- 
ther, a gueft, and the maid, ail into cufto- 
dy, and fet a guard over them. At length 
the capitoul, without the leaft appearance 
ofreafon or truth, thought proper to agree 
with the opinion of the mob that Anthony 
had been murdered : whereupon the whole 
family were imprifoned ; and the father and 
the fon were thrown into a dark dungeon, 
and they were all put in irons on the i8tk 
of November. 

The parliament ordered that they (hould 
be tried by the criminal court of Thou- 
loufe. 

At the time of the trial, L^ Borde 
*' voted, that the father fliould firft fuffer 
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country, they can only remain miferably 
poor free people, or defpicable flaves ; 
whereas, when with the Turks and Perfians, 
they may, on account of their beauty and 
talents, rife to preferment, or become opu- 
lent and rcfpefted. Such parents call to 
mind the following elegant lines, founded 
on fome verfes in the Canticles/' 

/ 

" Can the fond mother from berfelf depart ? 
" Can flie forget the darling of her heart ? 
'• The little darUng whom fheborc and bred, 
*' Nurs'don her knees, and at hcrbofom fed. 
" To whom fhc fecm'd her eV'ry thought to give, 
" And in whofc life alone fhc fecm'd to live ?" 



" Yes, the fond mother from herfclf may part. 
She may forget the darling of her heart ; 
The little darling whom fhc bore and bred, 
Nurs'd on her knees, and at her bofom fed, 
To whom file feem'd her ev*ry thought to give, 
And in whofc life alone fhc fcm'd to live." 



f Can the flern mother than the brutes ihore wild, 
from her difnatur*d breafl tear her young child ? 

Flcfli 
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Flefli of her flcfli, and of her bone the bone. 
And dafh the fmiling babe againft the ftonc. 



'Yes, the flem mother, than the brutes more wild ; 
From her difnatur'd breaft may tear her child ; 
Flcfh of her flefh, and of her bone the bone. 
And da(h the fmiling babe againft the ftonc' 



India is thought to contain two hundred 
millions of people, who are Mahometans, 
Pagans, Moors, and Jews. The Gentoos, 
or Hintoos, are the ranked kiolators. 

Thepeninfula of India beyond the Gan- 
ges, or the farther peninfula, is two thou- 
fand miles in length, and one thoufand in 
breadth. There are mines of gold and the 
moft precious ftones. There are alfo lo* 
cufts, ferpents, and fcorpions. The people: 
fpeak Malayan mixed with other dialect «♦ 
They are idolators, though moft of thr m 
believe there is one living God< 'Jh^-y 

L 1 byyy 
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clufion as foon as poflible ; and the fame 
uninterrupted feries of fuccefs attended our 
arms. 

On the eighth of September, 1761, the 
king married Queen Charlotte ; and on the 
22d of the fame month they were both 
• crowned at Weftminfter. 

In 1761, Mark Anthony Galas, oFThou- 
loufe in France, ^ho had been educated by 
his parents in the Proteftant religion, and 
was bred to the law, but could not be per- 
mitted to praftife, on account of his being 
a Proteftant: upon which he grew me- 
lancholy, and hanged himfelf on the 
thirteenth of Oftober. 

... A croud of people were gathered about 
ij^e houfe, and at length took it into their 
heads, that Anthony had a mind to turn Pa- 
pift, and therefore his father had murdered 
him. The father then fent for the officers 

of 
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ous blaft : there is no rain except a few 
ftiowcrs in the time of the equinoxes : 
the hurricanes will often move great rolls 

of fand. 

In Sinai and Horeb, are mines of gold^ 
filver^ diamonds, &q. The mofcjnes at 
Mecca and Medina, are immcnfidy rich 
ornamented. At the fonner place, Ma- 
homet was bom, and at the latter lie died* 
Every MulFulman or his deputy, muft go 
on pilgrimage once in his life to Mecca. 
The Arabs live by plunder, and have no 
ftrong liquors, the greateft part of them 
being Mahometans: but thofe who are 
wild are ftill Pagans. They fpeak Arabic, 
which the inhabitants of the eaft ainrm to 
be the moft copious language in the worJrL 
They have fome petty princes who are ab- 
folute. 

The Indian or Oriental Iflands, arc ihr 
Ifland of Japan, which is fix hundred rniU-^ 
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in length, and an hundred atid twenty in 
breadth^ with a number of fmall iflands 
round it, which have each a king, fubjeft to 
the Emperor, whofe power, like that of all 
the eaftern monarchs, is defpotic. There 
ire fevcral mines, and there is a Coluffus, of 
copper guilt, whofe thumb is fourteen 
inches in circumference, and other parts in 
proportion. There are about nine millions 
of Japanefe, who arc the greateft idolaters, 
and believe the tranfmigration of the foul ; 
though the men are honeft, and the women 
modeft, and learning flourifheth amongft 
them. Their language is fomewhat fimilar 
to that of China, but more grammatical, 
polite, and copious : they write in charac- 
ters, but different from the Chinefe, 

From the year 1622 tO' 1626, twenty 
thoufand five hundred and feventy Chrif- 
tians were maflacred in Japan. 

The 
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The Dutch by dcnyitig their religion 
are permitted to hjive faftors there. 

In 1622, the Dutch traders at Amboyna 
in the Eaft-Indies, cruelly tortured ten En- 
glifhmen, afid as many Japannefe; the 
Dutbh envying their trade. 

There are alf o the Phillippine* and the 
Ladrone Iflands^ 

• The Moluccas, or Spice Iflands in the 
Indian Ocfean, belong to the Dutch, as do 
the Banda or Nutmeg Iflands in the equi- 
nodial line, where there are whole forefts 
of Nutmegs, and Cloves. There are alfo 
the Adamaii, or Nicobar Iflands. 

From the Moldiva iflahd are exported 
large quantities of thofe beautiful fhells, 

called 



♦ Sec page 237, 
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called Co>vries, which pafs for money in 
feveral parts of India, and amongft the ne- 
groes of Africa. The people are Mahome- 
tans. 

Formofa is two hundred and fcventy-nine 
miles in length, and two hundred and ten 
in breadth. In the eaftern parts the peo- 
ple are grofsly ignorant, but harmlefc, with- 
out even a fovereign, magiftracy, or laws. 

In Celebes or MacafFar, they live in 
houfes built on pofts, accefTible only by 
ladders, which they pull up in the night, 
to prevent the attacks of venemous animals. 

In the Ifland bf Borneo are mines of 

excellent diamonds ; and gold duft is found 

in the fand of thie rivers. The Byayos that 

inhabit the mountains are very favage. The 

Ouran Outang, or Man of the Wood, is a 

native of Borneo, and is a fpecies of the 

jnonkey kind. 

Sumatra 
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Sumatra in the Indian Ocean, is in the 
equinoftial line ; the equator divides it in 
two parts nearly equal. It lies between 6 
deg. N. and6deg. S. latitude ; and between 
93 and 104 deg. E. Longitude. 

All circles are fuppofed to be divided 
into three hundred and fixty equal parts or 
degrees, and each degree into fixty equal 
parts called mintrtes : if therefore we multi- 
ply three hundred and fixty, by fixty-nine 
and one half, we (hall have twenty-five 
thoufandand twenty miles for the circum- 
ference of the earth. 

The inhabitants of Summatra are a mixed 
treacherous people ; they have much gold, 
and pepper, of the latter the Eaft-India 
company exports vaft quantities. 

The fruitful ifland of Ceylon is about 
two hundred and eighty miles in length, 

and 
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and two hundred in breadth. The Dutch 
have fhut up the king in his metropolis, and 
taken the trade to themfelves. 

The Ifland of Java in the Eaft-Indics is 
about feven hundred and twenty miles in 
length, and an hundred and forty in breadtL 
It is the great magazine of the Dutch com^ 
merce. The fuburbs are inhabited by per- 
fons of almol): every nation in the world. 
The number of Chinefe alone are computed 
at one hundred thoufand. In the year 1740, 
about thirty-three thoufand of thefe inof- 
fenfive creatures were maffacred. 

The Caffaware is a native of Java. Se- 
veral of thefe birds have been brought to 
England, but very few alive; though there 
is one (or two) alive in England at prefent, 
which arc near fix feet in height. The 
Putch affirm, that it will digeft glafs sffid 
iron : it makes no dung, but a clear urine: 
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It has two feathers on one (lem, and it has 
feveral {harp darts, which it fends out an 
incredible didance. 

On the 12th of Auguft, 1762, theQurca 
of England was happily delivered of George 
Prince of Wales. 

Several of the enemy's (hips were takes, 
among w^hich were the Hermione and u:^ 
Triaidad ; the cargo of the fofmer v^J^icd 
at one million fterling, and that of iLe 
latter at three millions of do!lars« 

France and Spain having no other re- 
courfe left, invaded Ponugal ; but England 
aflifted that power both with her lana ar^d 
naval force. 

In the mean time war raged in Germany 
with unremitting fury. 

M ra France 
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France was reduced to the utmofl di- 
flrcfsin her finances ; and negociations for 
peace were once more renewed* 

In times of peace the Englifli have had 
forty thoufand land forces, and twelve or 
fifteen thoufand feamen. In a time of war 
one hundred and fifty thoufand troops inBri- 
pay ; twenty thoufand militia, and fixty 
thoufand feamen. The navy confifted of 
three hundred and twenty-feven veffels. 

On the 22d of March, 1763, peace was 
folcmnly proclaimed. The French ceded 
to England the whole continent of North- 
America on this fide the river Miffiflippi, 
the town of New Orleans, and a fmall ter- 
ritory round it ; excepting only the Iflands 
of Grenada, and Grenadillas ; abandoned 
their claims to the neutral Iflands of St. 
Vincent, Dominica, Tobago, Minorca, 
and Senegal in Africa. 

' The 
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The Englifli reftored to Spain the Ifland 
of Cuba, and the City of Manilla; and to 
France the Iflands of Martinico, Guada- 
loupe, Marigalante, Defirade, and St. 
Lucia. 

Mr. Vyfe fpeaks of this pes^qe in thefe 
words, " Such were the heads of the laft 
" treaty, and fuch was the fuccefs of this 
" bloody war ; a war, in which the valour 
" and prudence of the Englilh .(hone with 
" diftinguilhed luftre ; and convinced the 
** world, that neither the intrepidity, the 
" wifdom, nor the virtue of their renowned 
'' anceftors had fufFered the lead dimuni- 
^' tion. May they be tranfmitted to po- 
" Ilerity ! And, I truft, that notwithftand- 
" ing the defpicable condufts of a few infig- 
'' nificant mortals, whofe effeminate con- 
" dufts are a difgrace to the Britifli name, 
•* this will be the cafe, and that the ngfime 
" of an Englifhman will long continue to be 
'' revered in every part of the world." 
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Some have been diffatisfied with this 
p2ace, and faid, if the wai had continued 
one year longer, it would have been much 
more favourable to this nation : but me- 
thinks this muft be a happy period, when 
a long and bloody war ceafed, and a general 
peace took place throughout Europe. 

Europe is about three thoufand miles in 
length, and two thoufand five hundred in 
breadth, and contains the following places, 
(bcfides thofe already mentioned in an ac- 
count of James VI. of Scotland). 

In Turkey, which is one thoufand miles 
in length, and nine hundred in breadth, is 
the Phineus, which is the fource of the ce- 
lebrated river Styx, 

Hungary is three hundred miles in length, 
and two hundred in breadth. It contains 
about two millions and an half of people : 

* they 
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they ufe the Latin language ; an<i arc Pa- 
pifts, Proteftants, and Greeks. 

Pruffia is an hundred and fixty miles in 
length, and one hundred in breadth, it is 
faid to contain about fix hundred and thir- 
ty-five thoufand, nine hundred and ninety 
eight fouls : their eftabliftied religion is that 
of Luther and Calvin ; but chiefly the for- 
mer: they fpeak High-Dutch, and their 
king is an abfolute monarch. 

Tranfylvania, Sclavonia, Croatia, and 
Molachia, are dependent provinces on the 
Houfe of Auftria : the inhabitants fpeak the 
Sclavonian language : the Popifii religion 
is eftabliftied, though there are many Pro- 
teftants. 

Poland, including Lithuania is feven 
miles in length,' and fix hundred and eighty 
in breadth. In May and June, the inhabi- 
tants 
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tants gather a fort of manna, which on thc/e 
months fall on the grafs, and make it into 
feveral kinds of dilhes. 

Near the Palatinates of Cracow, is a 
mountain, called The Wonderful : near the 
center rifes with a remarkable noife, a fpring 
of clear water, that varies according to the 
moon ; it is efteemed falutary by the inha* 
bitants in moft diforders, they feldom. ha- 
ving a fit of fickncfs, and in general live 
an hundred or an hundred and fifty years; 
which they attribute to the wonderful pro- 
perties of this fpring. By applying a 
lighted torch to the water, it catches fire, 
and the only method of extinguifhing the 
flame is by brufhing it with a broom. 

It is faid, that wild men have been found 
frequently in the woods ; and fome authors 
fuppofc them to have been left there when 
infants, by their parents, whom the Tar- 
tars obliged to fly from their habitations ; 
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and that thefe children fo expofed^ have 
been nouriftied by the bears, whkrb, except 
in form, they entirely refemble. 

In the mountains of Ikiow, arc feixral 
grottos or catacombs, where is found a 
great number of human -bodies perfectly 
preferved. 

Poland and Lithunia contains about fif- 
teen niillions of inhabitants. The vaiTais 
fay, that a man can never be wretched, who 
has any thing to eat. The nobility are 
Roman Catholics ; but there are a vaft num- 
ber of Proteftants, who being joined to the 
followers of the Greek Church, the whole 
are called Diffidents. 

The language of Poland is the Sclavo- 
nian, arid that of Lithunia, a mixture of 
corrupt Latin. The king of Poland is no 
more than a prclident sit the fenates, who 
is always eleftcd in the plains of Warfaw, 
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he muft not introduce any foreigner into 
the government or army. 

In 1655, the Papifts were refolved to 
deftroy the Protcftant or Reformed Church 
of the Bohemian confeflion in Poland ; ac- 
cordingly, they drove the Proteftants from 
the city of Lefne, maffacred thofc that re- 
mained, and burnt the city with fire.. 

The fcattered remnants of the Proteftants 
fent delegates to feveral Protefl:ant powers 
to procure affiftance, and particularly to 
England, where they were favourably re- 
ceived by Oliver Cromwell, and a confide- 
rablefum of money was raifed in England 
by contribution for their relief 

Switzerland is two hundred and fixty 
miles in length, and one hundred in breadth, 
and contains about two millions of inha- 
bitants, who profefs the Protcftant and 
Roman Catholic religions; They fup- 

piy 
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ply foreign powers with foldiers. Fines arc 
impofed upon gaming, and plays : dancings 
(except at marriages) is prohibited. Ge- 
neva is an ally of the Protellant Switzers, 
and profefTeth the Proteftant religion as re- 
formed by Calvin, 

Italy is about fix hundred miles in length, 
and four hundred in breadth : it contains 
about twenty millions of people, and can 
fend about an hundred and fifty thoufand 
men into the field. 

The married ladies have always a lover or 
cicifbeo, with whom they often carry on 
the mod: public amour, without giving of- 
fence to the hufband, who is generally en- 
gaged as a'cicifbeo to fome other lady. 
Their religion is Popery, clothed in its 
groffeft errors : they ufe corrupt Latin, 
and their learning is at a very low ebb. 

N n Germany 

■i' 
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Germany is about fix hundred miles in 
length, and five hundred in breadth: it 
contains about twenty millions of people ; 
the greateft part of which are either Protc- 
ftants or Papifts, though there are fefts of 
all kinds in that extenfive country. There 
are three hundred princes under the empe- 
ror, moft of whom arc abfolute in their ter- 
ritories. 

Bohemia is three hundred miles in length, 

and two hundred and fifty in breadth. The 

inhabitants have been computed atthreemil* 

lions ; but are far fhort of that number at pre- 

fent. Every lord is a fovereign, and every 

tenant a flave; Popdry is the eftablifhed 

, religion, but the Moravians profefs a wild 

fort of Proteftantifm. The Bohemian 

tongue is a diale6i of the Sclavonian^ but 

they talk High Dutch. 

France is faid to contain fixteen millions 
of inhabitants, of whom two hundred thou- 

fand 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 187 

fand arc ccclefia(jtics : they are of the Ro- 
man Catholic religion. At Aries in Pro- 
vence is a Roman obelifk of granate^ fifty 
two feet in height, and feven in diameter 
at the bafe^ all in one ilone. 

^ Spain is thought to contain about feven 
million of people, \fho are very indolent : 
they praftife the Roman Catholic religion, 
with all its abfurdities. That diabolical 
tribunal called the Inquifition, ftill fubfifts 
in Spain, to the difgrace of that country, 
and the terror of all thofe refiding in it, who 
deviate in the leaft from the groffeft errors 
of Popery. 

•' But to condemn beneath their laws, 

Reafon and truth are turn'd to flaws ; 

Sincerity is forc'd to 'bey. 

The Inquifition's tyrant fway ; 

Where void of jufticc or of right. 

The weak fubmits to lawlefs might." . 
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At the Auto dc Fc, or goal delivery, 
the laft time the priefts fpeak to the Pro- 
teftants who arc to fuffer, they tell them, 
that they leave them to the devil, who isjland" 
ing at their elbow ready to receive thnrjwk^ 
and carry them with him into the fiamts of 
hell-fire J asfoon as they a7e out of their bo- 
dies. 

A late writer in fpeaking of thefe cruel- 
ties exclaimed, ** O that I was able to give 
fome faint idea of that variety of tortures 
which the miferable viftims arc forced to 
fuffer ; but no language can reprcfent fuch 
a complicated fcene of horrors. It is ut- 
terly impoffible for any words to defcribc 
which of them is the mod cruel and inhuman. 
Every one is fo exquifite in its kind as to 
furpafs all imagination. 

What deteftable monfters then muft thofe 
judges be, who are the inventors and per- 
petrators 
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pctrators of fuch mifciy ? They arc fliaped 
it is true, like other men ; but furcly they 
feem to have a different kiad of fouls. They 
appear as little afFefted with the groans and 
agonies of thi^ir fellow-creatures as the 
cords, chains, and racks, and tortures, 
which are applied to their writhing limbs. 

The hearts of thefc ecclefiaftical buichers 
are giown callous, and like xhohoi common 
butchers, are fo inured to the fhedding of 
blood, and horrid fight of mangled carcafes, 
as to have loft all impreffions of feniibility, 
and every touch and feeling of humanity. 
Perpetual fcenes of horror and diftrefs be- 
come fo familiar to their minds, that what 
would rend the very heart-firings of fomc 
men, makes no more impreffion on theirs, 
than on a rock of adamant. 

Indeed, without fuch a fiend-like temper 
it would be impoffible for any man to aft 
the part of an Inquifitor/ 
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How thankful fhould thofe nations he, 
who arc not curfcd with fuch a tribunal, and 
how ought they to exert themfclvcs to pre- 
vent its ever taking place ? God grant it 
may never take place in England : for 

** How {hall I ftand the teft of fire, 
Or in the flames refign my breath : 

Lord, my reluftant foul infpire. 
Rife mt above the fear of death. 

Oh ! what a worldly mind have I, 
How indolent, how free from care ; 

In floth and carnal eafe I live, 
Averfe to abftinence and pray'n 

What if the fentence now fhould pafs. 
That I muft die within an hour? 

What palenefs would o'erfpread my face. 
What bitter grief my heart o'erpow'r. 

How fliall my pampered body bear. 
The fiery furnace, or the Hake ? 
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Let me for Jefus' truth declare. 
And bid defiance to the rack. 



Recover, Lord, my ftrength, before 
You bring me to a martyr's death : 

Nor let me death's grim rage explore. 
Until I have a martyr's faith." 



C\l K^ 
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C H A P. XV- 

From the^r/l pacing of the American Stamp- 
Afi in 1764, to the firjt rife of the Prote- 
Jiant AJfociation in 1780. 

T717E are informed by a learned prelate, 
that " the Stamp Aft was paffed in 
1764, by the inftigation of Lord Bute, who 
had laid a plan for railing a revenue upon 
the Americans without their confent" [they 
had *• granted money liberally and largely ; 
but it was with their own confent"] thereby 
thinking firft to enflave America : and then 
to " employ the people of it to enjQave this" 
nation : ** but the people of America op- 
pofing it with great violence, and the mer- 
chants and manufafturers here at home 
having joined in ftrong petitions againft it, 
Lord Bute was frightened," and the Stamp- 

Aa 
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A3 was repealed in 1766; for which the 
Aflemblies of America fent addrefTes of 
thanks to his majefty. '* Thus all was peace 
and harmony again." 

, » * 

The laft mentioned lord recovered from 
his fright and refolved to profccute his dc- 
fign; therefore in 1767, "Anew Revenue 
Aft pafFcd to raifc nioney upoa the people 
of America, without their: cotifent : which 
occafioned the Americans to ieek redrefs by 
humble* petitions/* 

Governor Barnard, in his letters from 
Bofton, fays, ^^ they haye adedin all things 
with temper ^nd moderation : they hiive 
avoided fome fubjeds of diipute, and have 
laid a foundation for removing fome caufes 
of former altercation/' . 

> . ■ • ' ■ 

But we are told, that the Governor foon 
•Vbccame the accufer of the people, and 
the incendiary between the, t\fo cwptriei,'* 

Oo Aix4 
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And a£led in conjunftion with Governor 
Hutchinfon. 

The petitions of the Americans Vcre re- 
jefted, and they were called •' fa£lious, fe- 
ditious and rebellious*" 

A learned prelate has aflerted (in the 
tenth page of a pamphlet, intitled^ *• The 
'^ Rife, Progrefs, and prefent State of the 
" Difputc between the people of America, 
*' and the Adminillration,'') that a merchant 
veffel was feized upon in the harbour of 
Bofton, under pretence of being a fmuggler 
by an armed force, and carried to the man 
of war, which irritated the populace, and 
raifed a mob : whereupon a military force 
was called in againft them: the troops 
landed at Bofton in Oftober, 1768 ; " and 
on the 5th of March 1769, they fired upon 
the people in the ftreets, without any pro- 
vocation, killing and wounding a great 
many unarmed and innocent perfons# This 

-fa 
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— fo inccnfcd the inhabitants, that they flew 
to arms, and would have fallen upon the 
foldiers, but that their commanding officer 
ordered them to evacuate the town, and the 
officer who ordered them to fire, was com- 
mitted to prifon. This quieted men*s 
minds, and the people, willing to forget 
and forgive, acquitted the officer and fol* 
diers, when they werfc tried for murder." 

On Thurfday, December «, 1768, the 
freeholders of Middlefex attended at Brent- 
ford, tochufe a proper perfon to reprefent 
them in parliament, when the candidates 
were. Sir William Beauchamp Profter, and 
Mr. Serjeant Glynn. It is affirmed, that 
when a perfon upon the huftings ( juft be- 
fore the clofc of the poll) faw the majority 
were in favour of Serjeant Glynn, he made 
feme fignal ; upon which more than five 
hundred ruffians, armed with large fticks, 
went bufily to work upon thofc who had 

voted 
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voted for Serjeant Glynn. This was called 
the Maflacre at Brentford. 

A great many men who worked in the 
king's gardens at Richmond and places ad* 
jacent, were by their foremen led over to 
Brentford, on purpofe to join the above- 
mentioned Irifii ruffians, who, perhaps, 
were many of them Papills. The men 
who went from the king's gardens were paid 
for their da/s work, had plenty of viftuali 
and drink, ribbands, &c. This informa* 
tion I had from one of the faid men. 

'« Fear haunts the guilty mind with horrid 

views. 
And Providence t^, murderer purfues ; 
Thofc by wbofe tncans the innocent ift 

flain. 
Shall live detelled, and expire in pain/'. 

There was alfo in 1768, a great noifi 
about the military operations in St 

V' Gcorgc> 
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George's fields, when the blood of many 
innocent people was inhumanly fpilt by 
Scotch foldiers]; On that fatal day, the 10th of 
May, young Allen loft his life. Thefoldiers 
were fentto fupprefs the mob who were af- 
fembled on acco^nt of the imprifonment 
of Mr. Wilkes for fome of his writings* 

It was generally fuppofed, thut Mr. 
Wilkes wrote a confiderable part of the 
North-Briton: in No. 141 are thefe words 
concerning the AmericanS| 

*' They left their native land in fearch of 
freedom, and found it in a defart. Divided 
as they are, into a thoufand forms of policy 
and religion, there is one point in ivhich 
they all agree : they equally deteft the pa- 
geantry of a king, and the fupercilious hy- 
pocrify ofabifhop/' 

.Aad in No. 92, which was publiflied on 

Tuefday 
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Tucfday, February 21, 1769, arc thcfc 
words^ 

*' What ! hear ye not the general cry ? 

The univerfal groan^ 
That, wing'd with curfcs, cleaves the Iky, 

And (hakes our monarch's throne." 

The freeholders of Middlefex chofe Mr. 
Wilkes to be one of their reprefentatives in 
parliament, but the miniftry rejefled their 
choice ; and defired the freeholders to cleft 
fome other perfon ; upon which the elec- 
tors chofe Mn Wilkes a fecond time, who 
was again reje£led : the freeholders refolved 
to prefcrve their right in ele£ling whom they 
thought proper, and chofe Mr. Wilkes a 
third time on the 28th of February, 1769. 

In 1770, that bold and daring writer, 
William Moore began to publifli his Mt/"- 
ptrer in weekly numbers. He had the affu- 
ranee to affert in the thirty -ninth number, 

that 
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that the defign of the Whirpcrcr was to prr- 
ferve the juft rights of the people from all 
encroachments either of poM:er or preroga- 
tive, and to prevent tyranny and arbitrary 
power. He declared, that notwithfianding 
a profecution was commenced againft him, 
he would continue his publication. He 
hadalfo the impertinence to call the Right 
Hon. Lord Mansfield the bloody Judge J!r/^ 
Jreys. And in No. IX. is the following clc* 
gy to the memory of the late K . 



<« r>£ACE to thy royal Ouuie, illuftrate king ! 

^ Sleep fweetly on, beneath thy blazon'd umib : 
Nor yet be flartled, tho' a tale I fing. 

Might call up fpiriu from the Stygian gloom. 



How bleft were once, the fubjeds of thy fway ! 

And bleflings flill they hop'd from fuch a root : 
But lo ! the flatt'ring profped fades away ; 

Keexiy northern blafts, have fpoil'd the promis'd fruit. 

The darling idol of the Britilh ftate^ 

A native prince on whom they counted high ; 

No fooner mounted on thy vacant feat, 
Tlun j»y began to fmile in ev'ry eye, . 
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But ah ! how dark are fate's xoyfterious way* I 
Iti error's mazes, how are mortals led ! 

Blafted the wreaths, and wither'd all the bays. 
We fondly wove to crown his regal head ! 

Th^ partial minion» fraught with fubtle wiles, 
Soou gain'd his confidence by hellifh art : 

Nor can the nation's catfureSj nor her fmileSy 
Conifince his judgment y or reform his heart, 

Alas ! how blind to fortune and to fame, 

Mud be the Prince who hugs within his breafli 

A foe, that always cavil'd at his claim. 

And ftrove the fceptre from his hand to wreft ! 

Vet fuch there is (ye heav'ns forgive the fight ;) 
Nor can a Junius wake him from his dream : 

In vain the people pray, — the patriots write ; 
He tiods fupine, o'er Tzoeeda's tainted {lream« 

Ill-fated hour, when on thy tender youth, 
The northern ftar its baneful influence Ihcd ; 

Turn'd all thy footfteps from the ways of truth. 
And mark'd to vengeance thy devoted h -- - 1 

Caw nothing rdufe thee ? nothing wake thy f*ul ? 

O ! may fome vifion of the midnight hour ; 
Some dying Charles before thy fancy roll ! 

And tcadi thee ^oodnefs equal to thy pontW / 

vsvaEMinbcrf 
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Rcinen:ibsr, Sire, (or if thou haft not read. 

Turn o'er the fad, but wife hiftoric page) 
There was a people fold their prince's head ; 

And there arc villains born in every age, 

• O ! then awake ; the voice of truth attend ! 

And tho* the novel found may grate thine car, 
Refolve, at laft, to be thy country's friend ; 

For all thy peace and fafety centers thers. ' • 

'Tfs Heaven that fpeaks ; and tho' thou art a k — ^ 
In fpite of fraud, in fawning ilatt'ry's fpite ; 

Thou, foon or late, fhalt own the truth I fing. 
For all thy conduft mufl be brought to light. 

And, what a weight, thy laboring foul will pref^ ! 
How wilt thou ftand, amid the dark defpair ; 
When millions tell thee, all their deep diftrefs. 
Could never pierce tliine adamantine car. 

In time be wife ; drive traitors from thy bread ; 
And let the juft, the konefi round thee move ; 
So fhall the Jinking flate once more be blejl ; 
And thou be happy in thy people* s love." 

The people of England would do well to 
remember the duty they owe to their king 
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and governor^, and to confidcr what cbn- 
fufion, horror^ and ftreanas of blood would 
cnfuc, if they were once to draw the fword 
againft their lawful fovcrcign. 

Rebellion has been deteftable in all ages 
and nations, and muft be ftill, the f^me i» 
itfelf confidcred. On the other hand, I 
remember to have read in the writings of 
Dr. Southwell the following fentence, "But 
when a prince, inftead of defending, op- 
prefles, they may choofc another lord to 
govern them in juftice, according to their 
privileges." If he meant the people of 
England, there feems to be an appearance 
of truth in the aflertion, when we confider 
the tranfaftions of King Jx)hn's reign, the 
• fate of Charles L the glorious revolution, 
and the placing of the prefent family on the 
throne. 

Many bufy bodies who were neither free- 
holders nor eleftors, have taken delight in 

-N^vckedly 
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Wickedly abufing the prime minifler, and 
fecretaries of ftate, charging them with all 
the evil that had come upon this nation* 
Bat what an abfurd charge was this ! Even 
fuppofing the minifters. were the worft that 
ever exifted, we {hould not charge them 
with all the evils which come upon a na- 
tion. No ! we (hould look to the fins of 
the people as being fb great, that God has 
afHiftcd them ^vith evil governors: and 
therefore, if the people would have better 
governors, let them ftrivc to reform their 
own hearts and lives, as it is in the power 
of every one to reform one, with God's af- 
fiftance. 

It is in vain for thofe who arc not electors 
to trouble themfelves with ftate affa-rs, for 
they can do nothing but petition, or rife in 
rebellion ; the former, indeed, they may 
do, but the latter they cannot without arms 
nor even with (to any eflfecl) if they are 
ftrangers to military difcipline. Then let 
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the poor people, who are true Chriilians^ 
in all times of national diftrefs, truft only 
in God, who is able to preferve his church, 
though a king, a parliament, or even a mi- 
litary force, Ihould all combine to aft 
againfl it, as has been the cafe in feveral 
nations. 

That the national calamities and national 
fins are much greater at prefent than they 
were twenty years ago, I believe raoft per- 
lons will allow, and yet the celebrated Mr. 
Hervey was exceedingly alarmed by th^m 
in his days ; as appears by one of his fail 
fermons printed in 1759, wherein he fays,. 
after repeating the acknowledgment in the 
form of prayer, 

'* I would to God we believed that acknow- 
ledgment, andafted conformable to this de- 
claration. We {hould then be very diligent 
to propagate religion among our foldier* 
and failors : we fhould feek for fuch officers 

and 
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and commanders, as arc men fearing God. 
Wc ftiould be as defirous to eftablifti our 
troops in godlinefs, as to train them' up in 
military difcipline. But is it thus with our 
army ? Is it thus with our navy ? yifit a 
man of war : you will think yourfelf not in 
one of the bulwarks of our Ifland, but in 
a little hell.* Obferve the gentlemen of 
thefword; concerning the generality of 
them, you will have reafon to alk. Are 
thefe Chriftians ? are they not incarnate 
devils. . And can we expcft, that the infi- 
nitely pure God will go forth with fuch 
hofls? Will he not rather become their enc-. 
my, znAjight againji them .^"t 

And after mentioning the fins of unclean- 

nefs, profaning God's holy name, blafphe- 

mous 



* Some ages ago, a fea captain, when his fhip was finking 
«cclaimfed, <« O now Chrift Jefus is v/orth ten thgufand 

worlds." 
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mous fwearing, and profaning the Chri- 
lian fabbath ; he fays, 

" Where now are our rulers ? Are they zea- 
lous for God, and valiant for truth? Have 
they courage to flem the torrent, or to op- 
pofe the overflowing of ungodlinefs ? Are 
they not, generally fpeaking, the ringlea- 
ders in tranfgreflion ; as eminent for their 
contempt of God, as for the affluence oi 
their circumftances ? Will that authority, 
which was lent them for better purpofes ? 
Will thofe diftinftions be a fecurity to them 
or their country, in the day of vifitation ? 
Judgment will follow even the moft pow- 
erful and wealthy finners ; will purfuc them 
like an eager blood-hound ; will haunt 
them like a difmal ghoft ; will force a way 
into their palaces : nay, into their clofeft 
retirements, and never remit the chace, till 
fainting of heart ends in multiplied ruin ; in 
the ruin of them felves, their families, and 
their countr}\" 
^ . Tx^xxveudous 
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Tremendous threat ning ! Black as night 

itjlandsf 
Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell^ 
Andjhakes a dreadful dart. 

Milton. 

The Toleration A61 granted to Diflent- 
ers in 1689, for their lawful aflembling in 
public worfhip, forbade their keeping any 
public fchool, or teaching of youth in pri- 
vate houfes, under very fcvere penalties. 
In 1772, the body of Diflenting minifters 
in London, brought a bill into parliament 
for a legal redrefs of thefe grievances ; of 
which moft of their brethren in the country 
cxprefled their approbation^ 

The bill paffed the Commons, but wa's 
thrown out by the Lords, the whole bench 
of biftiops ufing their influence againft it ; 
who thereby f he wed, that the fpirit of epif- 
copacy was much the fame as it ever had 
been. 
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The next feffions they renewed their ap- 
plication, but with the fame fuccefs, (ex- 
cept the Biftiop of Lincoln, who divided 
againfl the reft of his brethren, in favour 
of the Bill) though they had many learned 
advocates in the Upper as well as the Low- 
er Houfe, who defended their right in fuch 
a manner as to do fignal honour to their 
caufe. 

" If men have a right to think for them- 
felves, they have an equal right to aft ac- 
cording to their judgment and confcience, 
and are in duty bound to do it. So that 
where perfons think the eftablifhcd forms of 
religion unfcriptural or defeftive, a regard 
to their own cdificiition, and the caufe of 
pure religion, requires them to diffcnt." 

On this principle the firft Chriftians dif- 
fented from the JewiQi church, the Gentile 
converts from Pagan eftablifhmcnts, and 

■ the 
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the Church of England from the Church of 
Rome; and the ftriacft of the Protcftants, 
who were called Puritans and Non-Confor* 
mifts diffcntcd from the Church of England, 
becaufe they thought Ubut very imperfeftly 
reformed from Popery, and bore too ftrong 
a refemblance to the Church of Rome, in 
many of its ceremonies and offices. 

" If (fays Pr. Edwards) we would but 
open our eyes, we (hould fee, that we arc 
beholden to the DifFenters for the continu- 
ance of a great part of our theological prin- 
ciples : for if the High-Churchmen had no 
check, they would have brought in Popery 
before this time by their over- valuing pomp 
and ceremony in divine worfhijp ; fo that if 
there had been no DifFenters, the Church 
of England had been long fince ruined/' 

The expulfion of the Jcfuits, (a religious 
order of the Church of Rome) took place 
in 1773. 
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If Mr. Hcrvcy fpoke, as mentioned a few 
pages back, twenty years ago, when the 
Americans were fighting our battles, what 
would he have faid if he had lived to fee 
" Lord North and the Chairman of theEaft- 
India Company plan a fchemc of bringing 
the queftion of their paying taxes impofed 
upon them without their confent to an im- 
mediate iflue ?'* as is pofitively afferted by 
the before-mentioned prelate ; and in the 
fifteenth page he fays, " They fent fhips, 
laden Mfith tea, on which the tax was laid, 
to JBofton, New-York, and Philadelphia/* 

, '^ If they received the tea ; it was an ac- 
knowledgment of the authority ; if they 
refufed it, the parliament and the army 
were to compel them. The fnare depended 
on this alternative. 

When the tea arrived, the people at the 
different ports unanimoufly .refolved rot 

to 
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to receive it. .The governors therefore of 
New York and Pennfylvania, permitted tlie 
ftiips to return with their cargoes- 
Mr. Hufchinfon, knowing his fafety de- 
pended upon extremities, in the violence 
of which, his crimes would efcape without 
enquiry, refufed to let the (hips return from 
Bofton. This drove the people to the ne- 
ceflity of letting the tea be landed, or of de- 
ftroying it. In this Gtuation, fome perfons' 
from the country, difguifed and unknown 
Went on board the Ihips, and threw the tea 
into the fea.'* 

This was immediately exclaimed again ft, 
as the deftruftion of private property ; and 
parliamentary vengeance was denounced* 
againft the devoted town of Bofton," 

Many fevere bills were pafTcd againft the 
Americans by the Briiifti parliament, and 

'' the 
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" the enormous wickcdncfs of cftabliftiing 
Popery and arbitrary power by law, over 
half America." 

." The double maftcr'd prieft, to intcreft 

only true, 
Falfe to his God and king, fliall join the 

dirty crew." 

''Lord North openly declared, that it 
would be proper to employ the Roman 
Catholics of Canada to deftroy the Prote- 
ftants, if they would fubmit ; and orders it 
would feem, by late advices from America, 
were fent for that diabolical purpofe." 

*« The people of Bofton bore the lofs of 
that port and their trade with more than 
Roman fortitude. Inftead of (inking under 
the trial, they rcfolved to maintain their 
right at every hazard. 

They 
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They chofe deputies for a provincial con- 
grefs ; which was foon followed by all the 
colonies, and gave birth to a general con- 
grefs, confiding of deputies, from all the 
provinces, affcmbled at Philadelphia, on 
the 5th of September, 1774. 

At this congrefs they were unanimous in 
afFcrting their rights, and refolved to Hop 
all commerce, if their grievances were not 
redrefled by a certain time. They ftated 
theix* oppreflions in a petition to the king, 
and in an addrcfs to the people of Great- 
Britain," 

Indead of a rcdrefs of the grievances com- 
plained of, the contrary was the cafe ; for 
an aft was made to ftarve them. " Such 
was the rancour and attrocious malignity 
with which the tory Adminiftration, and 
their Jacobite adherents urged the utter de- 
ftruftion of the Americans, bccaufe they 

wore 
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were whigs, and ftrenuous afferters of con* 
ftitutional liberty." 

Though " thcfc members were vigoroufly 
oppofcd by more then one hundred of 
the moft refpc6iable Members of the Houfe 
of Commons, and thirty Peers ; among 
whom were the illuftrious names of the 
Dukefi of Glouccfter, Cumberland, Port- 
land, Mancheftcr; the Lords Chatham, 
Camden, Shelburne, the good Biftiop of 
St. Afaph, the Marquiffes of Rocking'ham 
and Granby, Sir George Saville, and CoL 

Barre. Lord Chatham propofed a plan 

of accommodation to heal and fettle all 
differences upon a fafe, honourable, and 
lafting foundation. The minifter rejefled 
his propofitions with the moft indecent 
violence.'* 

The Americans were willing to have been 

taxed, if they had been peripitted to have 

_ ' had 
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had reprcfentativcs in parliament; and 
though they were denied that privilege, 
they oflFcred to tax themfelves as they had 
always done. 

Lord Camden fays, *' Taxation a»d re- 
prefentation are infeperably united ; — God 
hath joined them, no Britilh parliament 
can feperate them : to endeavour to do it 
is to ftab our very vitals." 

(His Lprdfliip further adds,) '' The par- 
liament laid a tax upon the palitine of 
Chefter, but the palatine refufed to com- 
ply ; they addrefled the king by peti- 
tion ; fetting forth, that the Englifh par- 
liament had no right to tax them ; that they 
had always taxed themfelves ; and there* 
fore, defired the king to order his Commif- 
fioners not to proceed. 

The king received the petition, and 
did not declare them either feditious or re- 
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bellious, but allowed them their plea, and 
they taxed themfelves. Sec both the pe- 
tition, and the king's anfvrer among the re- 
cords in the tower." 

Thcfe were the words of one ftationcd in 
both capacities, as peer and judge, the de- 
fender of both law and conftitution. And, 
fays^ Mr. Locke, " What prope^y have 
they in that, which another may by right, 
take, when he pleafes, to himfelf ?'* 

If I miftakc not, Genei^al Conway de- 
clared, that he always ha^ been for the 
Americans, till their late treaty with 
France. 

" The Americans were decla<[ed to be in 
rebellion, and preparations ^ere made 
both by fea and land to cariy war and 
deveftation through the provitice of New- 
England, 

TV 
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The language of minifterial people was 
this ; " They pretend to have chartered 
rights and conftitutional liberties. Wc 
will conquer them, and then their preten- 
fions will ceafe ; that giving us a right to 
do what we pleafe," 

[^I long to havt done vnth this dreadful fub^^ 
jeB ; but this is only the beginning of for ^ 

rows.^ 

On Wednefday morning, the 19th of 
April, 1775, the king's troops under the 
command of General Gage, advanced to 
Lexington, fired on the Provincials, kiMed 
eight of them, and wounded feveral others. 

Colonel Smith, with the detachment then 
marched to Concord, where a number of 
provincials were fired upon, who had 
provided fome military (lores for the de- 
fence of the colony. An engagement en- 
fucd ''That lafled through the day, in 
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which many of the Provincials, and more 
of the Regular troops were killed and 
wounded." 

There feems no doubt of the truth of this 
as it is fupported by the affidavits of many 
of the king's troops, and by Lieut. Gould, 
of the king's own regiment. The war has 
continued more than five years, but is not 
yet over. 

Thebefore mentioned prelate has aflerted 
the following lines, " HoW can it be doubted 
" that the real intention is to cftablifti ar- 
bitf&jy power upon the ruin of their liber- 
ties. Againft fuch an attempt it is the un- 
doubted right of the fubjeft to refift. To 
call fuch refiftance rebellion, is treafon 
againft the conftitution. Either we have no 
conftitutionalPRIVILEGES,or WE HAVE 
A RIGHT TO MAINTAIN THEM 
WHEN INFRINGED. For a privilege 

without 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. "~ 319 1 

without a right of maintaining it, is too 
precariaus to be worth poffcfling. Upon 
this ground, the Americans would be un- 
worthy of the Englifli birth-right they 
claim, did they tamely fubmit to be en- 
flavcd. Every honeft EngiiQiman therefore 
who loves his liberty and his couotr)% will 
fupport his brethren in America and their 
caufe, by every means in his power:"* 

In 1775, a moft dreadful battle was 
fought at Bunker's-Hill in America, which 
fent ten thoufand men to the grave, end 
perhaps half as many fouls to hell, for the 
army was exceeding wicked. 

^' Juft as a tree cut down, that's fell 
To north or fouthward there it lies ; 

Sn 



* Thcfe arc not the autlior's own words, but only fniolcd 
to (hew what warm difputes there has been conccinniiJ \\u* 
American war; and they fecm to have been writlvii bi Iwiv 
tkc Americans treated with the French, 
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So man departs to heav'tt or hell ^ 
Fix'd in the ftate in which he die«» 

In 1777, General Burgoyne with all hi^ 
army were taken by the Americans at Sara* 
toga, though he had been affifted by the 
Indians with the Toniahawk and fcalping 
knife. In a fhort time afterwards, the 
French figned a treaty with the Americans, 
not only for commerce, but to aflift in war : 
which occafioned hoftilities to commence 
betweeti France and England ; accordingly, 
the grand fleet of Gfeat*Britain under the 
command of Admiral Keppel, fought the 
French fleet under the command of Count 
D'Orviliers, on the 27th of July, 1778. 

The French ran away without one of 
their fliips being taken, owing, as it is faid, 
to Sir Hugh Pallifer's not coming up with 
his divifion. Keppel and Sir Hugh were 
both tried by a court-martial : the firfl: was 

honourably 



XGCLEStASTICAL HlSTOftY* 3«* 

honourably acquitted^ and the laft highly 
cenfuted. 

On the 27th of June> 1777, the Rev. Wil- 
liam Dodd, D. D. Prebendary of Brecon, 
and Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majefty, 
was executed at Tyburn for a forgery, 
which his priile and ambition occafioned 
bim to commite 

On the 12th of December in the fame 
year, another clergyman of the eftabliflied 
Church was hanged at Tyburn, for com- 
mitting a rape on Ann Afeiyne, a poor girl 
bred up in his fchool. This man, the Rev. 
Benjamin Ruflen, mailer of the fubfcrip- 
tion charity fchool at Bethnal-Green, left 
a wife and fix children. 

" Away from fools 111 turn my eyes, 

** Nor with the fcoffers go ; 
" I would be walking with the wife, 

** That wifer I may grow.'* 
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In 1 778, an Aft of the Britilh Icgiflature 
was made, which relieves the Papifts, 
«* From certain (civil and religious) penal- 
ties and difabilities, which was^ impofed 
on them in the (eleventh ahd twelfth years 
of the) reign of William HI." 

The Roman Catholics had not made any 
complaints that year, and yet no man he- 
fitated to relieve them. The Diflen'ters had 
complained of grievances fome years be- 
fore, but were not relieved from them. God 
has expreffed (fays a learned Author) his 
judicial fentence againft the world ; which 
he refolves to punifti for their iniquities, 
by leaving them the infernal abominations 
of Popery. 

Notwithftanding the good defign the 
Pailiament had in relieving the Papifts from 
certain penalties, it created much diftur- 
bance. Mr. Ambler faid in the Houfe of 
Commons, ** that the Roman CathoHcs 

fan6lified 
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fan6lified by this a£l had eflabli(hed fchools^ 
to which they invited the children of Pro- 
teftants by various feduftive arts, and edu- 
cated them in the principles of Popery. 
By this means an alarming increafc was gi- 
ven to the means of profelytifm." 

Many Proteftants were much afraid of the 
increafe of Popery, efpecially in Scotland, 
where they rofe up in great numbers, and 
deflroyed the Romilh Chapels, and obtain- 
ed a promife from the Secretary of State 
that the Aft paffed m England fhould not 
be enforced in Scotland. 

" In Scotland (fays Dr. Southwell) where 
about thirty years ago there were not, pre- 
haps, two hundred Papifts, there are now 
as many thoufands." Which he imputes 
greatly to our own remiffnefs in our duty. 
" The popifh priefts (fays he) ufe all the 
means they can think of to feduce our 
people, and they even have recourfe to 
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bribes. They get money from the gen- 
try, part of which they giveaway to the 
poor, — and alfo fmall popilh books, filled 
with fuch bewildered notions that the vul- 
gar are eafily caught in the fnare.'^* 

*' Every Chriflian is at liberty to w6r(hip 
God according to the diftates of his own 
confcience, confi.ftent with the' Gofpel ; 

but 



• There is a little book, printed (in 1780,) and fold by J, 
P. Coghlan, Duke- Street, Grofvenor-Square, intitled,"The 
^'- Poor Man'p Pofey of Prayers, or the Key of Heaven," 
which contains fome prayers that Icadr. the reader on to devo- 
tion, and fome that will lead him into the grofieO: errors, it 
he is not e^ccecding careful. The Virgin Mary is called the 
Holy Mother of God, and Mother of our Creator* And 
there is the following blafphemous prayer, called the prayci* 
of St, Bernard. 

" Remember, O ! moft holy Virgin MARY, that no one 
ever had recourfe to your prgteftion, implored your help, 
or fought your mediation without obtaining relief. Confiding 
therefore in your goodnefs, behold me s^ peniteat fipner 
fighing out my fins before you, befeeching you to adopl«t 
for your fon, and to take upon you the care of my eternal 
/alvation, Defpifenot, O mother of Jefu«, the petition of 
your humble cUcnf, \>uX\v^w^xv^^ic^3dX\k^ ^wjer," 
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but no liberty is granted to men to pleafe 
their own lull and paffion." 

. Dr. Southwell fays, no man that be* 
lieves the Scriptures can ever embrace po- 
pery ; that is our duty, to look into the 
facred Scriptures for a perfeft knowledge 
of our religion ; for human fyftems will ne* 
ver teach us it in its primitive purity : and 
that we muft not become the followers of 
any men be they ever fo refpedable, ex* 
ccpt they are the true followers of ChrilL 

He has alfo the following note, in the fc- 
eond epifUe to the Theflalonians, chap ii. 
ver 4, " that the pcrfon here alluded to, 
was the Pope, will appear evident, if we 
attend to the following circumftances ; 
firft, it is faid he oppojethj Sec. and, cer- 
tain it is that the popes have, for upwards 
of twelve hundred years, oppofed the Gof* 
pel, by puniftiing thofe who profefs it. Se- 
condly, hejktetk. Sec. Now, it is evident^ 
' S s ^\^x 
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that the rcfidencc of the Pope is in a place 
where the Church of Chrift once flourilhcd, 
and they call themfelves Vicars of 
Chrift on earth. They have, in all ages, 
cxafted fuch refpeft and fubmiflion from 
men, fuch as kneeling, and obliging Princes 
and their ambaffadors to kifs their feet, 
that it might, with propriety,, have been 
coropared to divine honour; nay, they 
affume the attribute. of Holinefs, andinfc- 
vetal of their decretals, we meet with the 
following blafphemous expreffions : Our 
Lord God the Pope J* 

The fame reverend author has the follo^v- 
ing note on the eighteenth and nineteenth 
verfes of the xxiid chapter of the Revela- 
tion. *' Here we have a moft dreadful 
curfe pronounced againft all thofe who at- 
tempt to add to, or take any thing from the 
facred fcriptures. How the Papifts can an- 
fwer for all the additions they have made, 
and the falfe gloffes they have put upon the 

fcripturef 
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fcripturcs, wc (hall not /ay ; but certainly, 
if this book is the word of God, they muft 

be in a dreadful condition indeed." - 

- % 

, ..•111-- V-/ ■ - - 

The Rev. Mr. Janoes* Hackman, <X the 
Church of England, was hanged at Tyburn, 
on the 19th of April, 1779, and his body 
carried to Surgeon*S-ilalI;' for fttO^ting 
Mifs Reay, as fhe was going firotothfc^'^ay- 
houfe in Govent-GardenV (he had lived 
fome time under the proteftion of tfce Earl 

Mr. Hackman was aft 6nfigri in the 68th 
regiment of foot ; ' aiid findiisig hixoi^ hot • 
obtain ptefermenti in 1 tfie-irthy, turned his 
thoughts to the cHurchi^ntered into orders, 
and obtained the living df Wivertoo in the 
county of Norfolk. He thought the greater 
preferment he could obtain, the better he 
could keep correfpond*ttcfe with Mifs Reav. 
Thofc who run before they arc called, may 
cxpeft to be difmiffed without a reward. 
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" Learn hence, ye youths, thofc paths to 

fhun. 
Which fure to quick dcftruftion run. 
And O ! purfue that happier way. 
Which leads to a;eal^is of epdtefs diy." 

Jn.tjie Houfe of Commons on Wedhcf* 
day, the lOth of March, i779f Sir Harry 
Houghton moved, that leave ftiould begivert 
t^ a commitiiee tp fit for the purpofc of 
confidcring of fome relief for Diflentiogmi- . 
nifters and teachers* 

/M?-^pn^aguc f€C?igdeAthft!BPt^^^ but 
Sir Waii^w.BagOt y^iyj^arnpdy .opppfcdit : 
hf ^l^Ak^: Diflfept^S; propagated Atheifra 
arv4 , Di^iAPi and , defired the Dilfentcri 
might (ubfcribe/,^to the articles of the 
Church . of England. / • 



:^: 



}^r Montague treated fuch abfurd ideas 

wii^ . conteiopt. 

Mn 
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Mr, Wilkes faid, he had read all the 
books printed here thefe laft twenty years, 
in fupport of Atheiftical and Deiftical prin- 
ciples, but he had found they were the 
works of high-churchmen, who had taught 
found Deifm ; this he could not but confefs, 
though it was rather to thedifcredit of the 
Church of England, to which he belonged. 
He hoped, therefore, the houfe would not 
refufc to Proteftant Diffentcrs that indul- 
gence which ithadihcwn to Catholics. 

Sir Roger Newdigate faid, the Prefbyte- 
rians perfecuted the Epifcopalians ; but Sir 
Adam Fergufon denied that the Prefbyte- 
rians were intolerant in Scotland : they 
allowed the Epifcopalians, who are Diffen- 
ters there, the greateft toleration; and' 
allowed them to perform their high-church 
fcrvice, evea in Edinburgh. The motion 
was carried wiihout a divifion. 
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The Univerfity of Oxford prefented a pe- 
tition to the Commons, by Lord North- 
their chanceljor, praying, that the bill' 
might not pafsinto a law, undec the unli- 
mited form, in which it was propofed. And 
if I miftake not^itKe bill was fo piuch altered- 
that thofe perfons who :fif ft brought it in, 
voted againft itthsemfeJv^s. ' 

Lord Abingdon "fays, that " The teft 
againft Popery, which the B'^Vvdltlntarily 
. propofes, and that which has been arbitra- 
rily crammed; into it, is as different and di- 
Ainguifhable.thc one from the other, as any 
two <lemonftrativ€ prbpolitions can be." 

N.otwithftanding this a[8: pafled in favour 
of Diftenters, they ar^ ftalj required to fake 
the :.O0ths of allegiance and . fupremacy ; 
and the Declaration againft^: Popery : but 
they are allowed to ' teach fchool ; and in. 
ftead of minifters fubfcribing to the Arti- 
cles of the Church of England, they are 
1^ to 
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to declare that they aie Chriftians and Pro- 
teftants; that they believe the fcripturcst 
and receive them as the ryle of their doc* 
trine and praftice. 

This teft, fays Mr. Wilkes, " is acknow- 
ledging the ufurped power of the magiftrate^ 
Is human authority to give the fantlion to 
a revelation from God, to books of divine 
infpiration ?" I believe the Diffenters take 
but little notice of this aft. 

Mr. Wilkes made a long fpecch on the 
Diffenters Bill, in which he finds fault with 
the Thirty-nine Articles,* the Athanafian 
Creed, (which is nearly the fame as in the 
Mafs-Boek) and the Univerfity of Oxford, 
for petitioning againft the bill for the relief 
of Proteftant Diffenters, efpecially as they 

did 



• He fays, that perfon who believes all the Komily again!): 
rebellion, muft^ay, that the revolution was unjufl. 
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did not petition againft relieving of the Pa- 
pifts the year before. And he fays, " I 
will veiiture, Siy, to affirm, that there are 
not in Europe, men of more liberal ideas, 
more general knowledge, more cultivated 
underftanding, and in all refpefls, men 
better calculated to form the riling genera* 
tion^ to give the ftate wife and virtuoui 
citizens, than the Doftors Price, Prieftly, 
and Kippis." 

He alfo fays, thii bill would only fecurc 
the DifTenters from perfecution, for ** it 
leaves all archbiftioprics, bilhoprics, ja\ 
deanries, and golden prebends, to theii 
lucky poffeffors." 

Let not ahy young, hot-heated Prelby* 
terian, or other Diffenter, fron(i the fa- 
vourable account here given of Diffenters, 
conclude, that they, or even their mini- 
fters are free from guilt, though, generally 
fpeaking, they may be good men. 

'•Yet 
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^' Yet ah ! how vain, how foolUh are. 

The beft and holieft men : 
How foon their weakaeffcs appear. 

Nor are they free from fin. 

*« All men are liars, from the womb. 

And far eftrang*d from God ; 
Lord, let us never from thee roam. 

Nor truft in flefh and blood." 

' It is generally allowed, that Britain is 
One of the ten hxyms or kingdoms, that, in 
fome mcafure, gives its power to the b^ajl 
of Rome : " The Diffenters indeed have 
no power of the horn to give to the beaft ; 
yet fome of them are too vifibly ferving its 
intereft, by degrading the Lord who bought 
them.' 

In 1779, the Spanifh ambaffador deli- 
vered a manifefto from his mafter, the king 
of Spain, to Lord Weymouth, fignifying, 
that fome Englilh Ihips had infulted, his 

T t ^^, 



334 A SKETCH of CIVIL Awn 

flag, and commanding the ambaffador to 
leave London immediately. Upon which 
the minifters ordered the hotteft prefs that 
ever was was known, contrary to law ; but 
in order to make it legal, a bill was hurried 
through the houfe, and with others re- 
ceived the royal aflent, when the parliament 
was prorogued to the next feflions. . 

The Irifh were greatly alarmed on account 
of fome reftriftioris being laid on their trade; 
the Welch were afraid of fome encroach- 
ments on their liberties : and the French 
made an unfuccefsful attack upon the Ifland 
of Jerfey. 

Mr. Fox made the following motion in 
the Houfe of Commons in 1779, *^ That it 
appears to this Houfe, that the ftate of the 
fleet was not adequate to what the houfe 
and the nation had a right to expeft, as 
well from the aflertions of his majefty's mi- 
nifters^ as from the fums granted for its fup- 

: port; 
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port ; and that it was not adequate to the 
important fervices which his majefty's mini- 
fters were bound to provide for." Mr. Fox 
at another time faid, that the minifters had 
made the reign of George III. more op- 
preflive and calamitous, than any reign of 
the moft unfortunate Stewart. 

In the fummer of 1779, ^^^ Spanifh fleet 
joined the French fleet, and appeared on 
the Engl ifli coafl:, near Plymouth, which 
(the Duke of Richmond faid) was in fuch a 
]lvretched ftate of defence, that it might 
ihave been taken by a feventy-four gun 
fliip. 

Our affairs in the Eafl: and Weft-Indies 
were not very profperous : for hofti- 
litieshad now commenced in all our domi- 
nions : and a prayer was read in the church, 
in which the Americans were called his ma- 
jefl:y's rebellious fubje6ls in America. 



U 
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In the beginning of the year 1780, moft 
of the counties in England petitioned Par- 
liament for a redrefs of grievances, and for 
leffcning the expenditure of public money. 
The Commons, after debating on thefe pe- 
titions, refolved, " that the influence of 
the crown is increafed, increafiag, and 
ought to be diminilhed :" upon which, great 
rejoicings were made, to fee the Hiinority 
become the majority : but they continued 
fo but a day, and, as Lord George Gordon 
faid, were like a rope of fancf that is falling 
to pieces every day. And we are informed 
by the news-papers, that he faid in the 
hoiife, that the Scots thought the king was 
a Papift ; and if they had not fatisfaSion 
on that^point, and if the king did not keep 
his coronation oath, he had g(^t an hundred 
andfixty thoufand men in Scotland, who 
were determined to cut off his h . 

K 

Admiral Rodney obtained fome advan- 
tage over the French in the Weft-Indies, 

thought 
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though he was not well fupportcd by fcvcral 
of his captains. 

The Dutch refufed to affift England, and 
pretended to givejuft reafons for it. 

All this time, the flag deep dyed in blood, 
continues flying in America. 

"Remorfelefs war, how fatal to the brave. 
Wild as rough feas, voracious as the 

grave , 
Fear flies before thee, thou relentlefs hears. 
The mothers pray'rs, and fees the virgin's 

tears." 



CHAP^ 
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CHAP. XVI. 

From thejirji Rife of the Protejhkj^t AJfocL 
atiojij to the beginning of the Year x^8i. 

MANY people were much afraid of the 
increafe of Popery, and formed them- 

felves into an Aflbciation called The Prote- 
Jlant AJbciation, Lord George Gordon be- 
ing their prefident. They drew up a peti- 
tion to parliament, praying a repeal of the 
late aft in favour of the Roman Catholics. 
Lord George Gordon, by a public adver- 
tiferaent defired thofe who had (igned the 
petition, to meet in St. George's fields to 
accompany him to the Houfe of Commons, 
to prefent their petition. 

Accordingly on Friday, June 2, 1780, 
Lord George Gordon met fifty thoufand 

petitioners 
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petitioners, with blue cockades in their hats, 
in St. George's Fields, and defired them to 
walk with him in a fober manner to the parr 
liament houfe to prefent the petition, which 
they did. Some w^ent over Weftminfter- 
Bridge, and others over Black-Friars and 
London-Bridges, and through the city with 
flags flying : on one of which was the fol- 
lowing words, Londo?i Ptolejlant AJfocia- 
tion. 

Soon after thefe aflbciators had approach* 
ed the houfe, amidft many thoufands of 
fpe6lators. Lord Gordon told fome of them 
that he feared their petition would not be 
granted. After fome little time, feveral 
perfons out of dqors began to be riotous, 
and infultcd feveral members going to the 
houle, particularly, the Lords Bofton, 
Sandwich, and Hilfborough, the Bifliop 
of Lincoln, and feveral others. 

Hence 
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fame fmall regard being paid to the peti- 
tion) and the prifoners in the New Prifon, 
Cferkenwell, releafed. 

On Wcdnefday, the King-s^Bench Prifon, 
with feveral hOufes adjoining, were burned : 
The> New Bridewell in St. George^s fields* 
gutted, and the furniture deftroyed: the 
toll-houfes and gates on Black-'Friars bridge 
vrert burnt, as were fifteen dwelling-houfes, 
and one mafs-houfe : three dwelling houfes 
ftrijiped of their furniture, which was burnt, 
as were forac watch-houfes. 

Among the mafs-houfes deftrOyed, were 
two or three arabafladors chapels. Lorxi 
.Mansfield's houfe was deftroyed, with his 
library, worth thitty thoufand pounds, and 
the Bahk was alfo attempted. 

On Thurfdayj there was fome difturbance 
in the Borough, which was quelled by the 

military 
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iDilitary, who fired and killed fcveral, fomc 
of whom were iqnocent : many were killed 
n other places about the metropolis ; and 
^t is confidently reported, that a great many 
were thrown over Black-Friars bridge into 
the Thames. The parliament adjourned, 
civil law ceafed,* and perhaps we fhould 
have feverely felt the tyranny of martial 
law, had not Judge Gould declared, that no- 
thing (hould make him afraid to difcharge his 
office. 

Ten thoufand of the army were ordered 

to 



• " The government's ungirt, when jufHce dies, 

And confHtutions are non-entities ; 

The nation's all a mob, there's no fuch thing 

As lords or commons, parliament or king ;— 

If to a king the reins they do commit 

All men are boimd in confcience to fubmit. . 

But then that king mud, by his o^th, aflent 

To podulata of the government ; 
Which if he breaks, he cuts off the entail, 

And pow'r iseverts to its ori^vivaiJ' 
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to patrole the ftrects, furround the metro- 
polis, and encamp in St. James's and Hyde 
Parks. 



« Bce,^ toutid the Walls j a ftcelv circk fUftdSj 
In deep array, and fpread in radiant bands. 
Hark ! the fhrill trumpet fends a mortal found. 
And praneing horfes fhake the folid ground. 

Ifhe furiy drums beat terrible from afar, 
With all the dreadful mudc of the waf . 
From the drawn fword, effulgent flames arife^ 
Flafh o'er the plains, and lighten to the ikies* 

The he^v^ns aboVe, the fields and flooods beneath, 
Glare formidably bright, and fhine with death : 
In fiery flontis defcends a murd'rous (how'r, 
*rhick flafti the lightnings, fierce the thunders roar, 

Swift rufh the balls with many a fiery routid, 
Tear the huge ftones, or rend the ftedfaft mound j 
Death fhakes aloft her dart, and o'er her prey, 
Gigantic flalking^ marks in bloody her way." 

On Monday the 5th of June, Lord George 

Gordoa 
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(Gordon attended the coart at Guildhall, 
and afked the magiftrates if he could be of 
any fervice in allaying the heat of popular 
indignation. 

Proclamations wereiflued^promifing large 
rewards to any perfon who fliould appre- 
hend any rioter. 

We are told, that when the Wefiminfter 
Committee met on the 6th of April, 1780, 
feveral battalions of the military were or- 
dered to be in readinefs all that day, armed 
with feveral rounds of ball : but when fifty 
thoufand petitioners were going to affemble 
not fo much as the civil magiftrates or con- 
ftables were ordered to attend ; if they h^d 
perhaps, there might have been no riot at 
all. 

Mr. Burke faid in the houfe of Commons, 
on the 6th of June, he feared the neceflity 
of employing the military, had been created 
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on purpofe to furnifti a pretext for employ- 
ing them. And a peer in the upper houfe 
rpoke to the fame effeft. 

Earl Bathurft laid, that every meafurc 
which the conftitution had vetted in his ma- 
jefty's minifters, had certainly been ap* 
plied. 

The Earl of Abingdon begged the noble 
and learned lord to define what he meant 
by the conftitution. By the fteps taken, 
and the whole condu6l of the miniftry, he 
was convinced they did not know what the 
conftitution was. He was fure there was 
but one ftep which the legiflature could 
take, that would quell the difturbances ; and 
that was, to offer an humble addrefs to his 
majefty to difTolve the prefent parliament. 
It had fat too long, to the detriment of the 
people, and it was no wonder that they 
were determined to bear it no longer. 

Earl 
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Earl Ferrers faid, he came down -to the 
houfe unmolefted : but Lord Dudley faid, 
the mob had prevented Lord Sandwich 
from attending, and that it was neceffary 
that effeftual means Oiould be taken for the 
fecurity and freedom of parliament. 

The pari of Abingdon afked his JLord- 
ftiip what meafures he would wifti to be 
taken. The military was already employed. 
The dobrs were already befet with guards. 
Would he wifli to fee military law efta- 
bliflied ? The people were riotous indeed ; 
and perhaps there was reafon. Perhaps 
they had been too long tame : and as to 
their invading their Lordfhips' paries, that 
was mere retaliation, they had been invad'* 
ing the purfes of the people for A long 
time. The parliament adjourned till the 
moh was difperfed. 

On Friday, the 9th of June^ 1780, Lord 
George Gordon was taken at his own houfc, 
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and carried before the privy council, and 
committed to the Tower, attended by the 
great eft number of guards ever remembered 
to attend a ftate prifoners. No perfon was 
permitted to fee him, and he was denied 
pen, ink, and paper ; all % his letters were 
ordered to be ftopt : and he was charged by 
fome pcribns of being guilty of high-trca-* 
fon, 

. The next day, the Secretary of the Pro* 
teftant AfTociation was taken up, examined^ 
and acquitted. Several members of the 
AfTociation. waited on Lord North, and 
faid, if he had any charge to bring againft 
them, they would immediately refign them- 
felves ; but he told them no fuch charge 
was intended. 

In the midft of thefe difturbances, a wdi* 
man of the Roman Catholic religion, who 
lives iii Wheeler Street, Spitalficlds, dci^ 

. . , dared 
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dared that (he hoped to fee the day when^ 
(he fhould be enabled to wafh her hands in 
the blood of heretics, and the channels run 
with their blopd. And a perfon who lives 
not four hundred yards from tee has fpoke 
to the fame effeftr* 

The mob deftroyed fome popifh cha- 
pels at Bath, and were riotous in mfany other 
places. In London a great many rioters 
were taken, tried, and hanged at the place 
where they had done the mifchief : (Lord 
George Gordon is not yet brought to tri- 
al) among whom was Cockran, the noted 
Irifti bruifer, and a Roman Catholic. He 
was chai"ged with going to people's houfes, 
and extorting money, as did many others. 

Lord Jeffery Amherft wrote to Colonel 

Twifleton to detain the arms of fome peo- 

Ww pie 



+ In the beginning of the fummcr, the king's forces ^^ilaa^L 
a Gonfidcrable advantage over the AmcYVcAtv^* 
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pie in the city : which caufed many de- 
bates in parliament; and the Duke of 
Richmond founded a motion thereon to 
the following purport ; " That it is the opi- 
nion of this houfc, that the letter from Lord 
Amherft, of the 13th of June, to Colonel 
Twifleton, then commanding an armed 
force in the City, in which he orders him 
to difarm the citizens, who had armed 
themfelves for defence of their lives and 
property, and detain their arms, contains 
a command or order which invades the pro- 
perty of the faid citizens, and violates one 
of their moft facred rights, that of bearing 
arms for their own defence, declared to be 
fo by the firft of William and Mary.** 

The houfe rejefted the Duke's motion, 
but the feveral wards in the City, and fc- 
veral parifties out of it, entered into an 
armed aflbciation to defend their own pro- 
perty. 

Many 
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Many petitions had been prefented to 
parliament for repealing the late popifli 
bill, bepdes the grand petition oil the 2d 
of June, and one from the City of London. 
" To petition for the paffing or repealing 
of any aft, (fays Lord Loughborough) is 
th^ undoubted inherent birthright of every 
Britifh fubjea." 

The Bifhop of Peterborough faid he was 
concerned that the Roman Catholics fhould 
educate the children of Proteftants in their 
faith, efpecially as he kneW they offered 
pecuniary rewards. 

On Tuefday, the 20th of Jtihe, 1780, the 
Commons went into a coihhiittee of the 
whole houfe to take into confideration the 
petition of the Proteftant Affociation. 

Lord Beauchamp faid that the violence 
6f the people's infatuation was in a great 
meafure owing to the inflammatory ha* 
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rangues which had been made from the 
Proteftant pulpits, as well as the infidious 
endeavours of men who feemed either to 
have an intereft or inclination to miflead 
ignorant. 

Sir Philip Jennings Gierke faid, it was the 
firft time he had ever heard it imputed to 
the Church of England as a crime that 
they had" preached agaipfl: Popery; he 
thought it much better for the members 
of that Church to declaim againft Popery, 
than preach politics, or write morning 
pofts. It was not the complaint of the 
Proteftants that the Papifts ftiould educate 
their own cWldrefijin their fchools ; but 
they bribed and. ^feduced the children of 
Proteftants. . . . . 

Mr. Bull fpoke againft the Papifts ; which 
occafioned the celebrated amtor, Mr. Burke, 
to attack him in very feverc «term5, as did, 
alfo Mr. Wilkes. 

Att 
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An orator^ fays Dr. Soulhvell, ii either 
Very ufeful or deftnidive to (bciety : — iox 
he is capable of making truth appear like 
lies, and lies like truth. Sir George Ssh 
ville moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
cftablilh Popifti fchools underceitain refiiic- 
tions. Mr. Bull's fpeech is as follows • 

•* I rife. Sir, to declare my moft hearty 
concurrence with the petitions from the dif- 
ferent Protefiant Afociatians. And, Sir, I 
am happy, in having a (an£lton for this opi* 
nion from that corporation, of which I have 
the honour to be a membef, and in which 
there are a^ great number of my conftituents. 
It gives me 3pleafure.tO:fec at lecigth^ ^fpiri^ 
ol \oppojition to that^ encouragement which 
Popery has long been neceiving from the 
fervants of the Crown^ The eftabJiftim^nt 
of that fariguinary and intolerant fyftem of 
Superjlitionin the province of Qif^bec^ ought 
to have fp.read a general alarm throughout 

the 



l54 A Sketch OF CIVIL AND 

the nation. The defign was too evident to 
be miftaken. 

** The late toleration of Popery within 
the realm, is, -as I firmly believe, a part of 
a deep laid minifierial plan, a plan wRich 
has for its bbjefts, the deJlruElion of the li- 
berties of the people, and the formation of 
an arbitrary defpotic Government. Popery 
is moft favourable to this defign, .as paflive 
obedience in 'the people, whenever the 
prieft chufes to eigoin it, is upon pain of 
eternal damnation^ one of its diftinguiihing 
peculiarities. 

I would not be underflood to be an ad- 
vocate for perfecution ; I abhor the idea ; it 
is not on account of any of the religious te- 
rtets of the Papijls that I objeft to their to- 
leration ; it is becaufe they cannot give any 
ftcurity for their civil obedience under any 
Protejlant Government whatever. To a 
Proteftant they are devoted foes ; they art 
bound by every obligation from their ear- 
lieft infancy, to oppofe what they call 

Herefyi 
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Here/y, and to deftroy thofe whom they call 
Heretics, that is, to defiroy thofe who differ ia 
opinion from them. And is this religion ? 
No, Sir, it is priejicraft zxxAJlaUcraft ; and 
oppofition to a fet of men holding fuch 
horrid opinion, is not perfecution, much 
lefs religious perfecution; it is common 
prudence ; it is benevolence to ourfelves and 
our connexions ; it isfeLf-defence, andought 
to be fupported by every one who is a firiend 
to the rights of mankind. 

What, Sir, was the conduft of our bi- 
(hops and clergy in the memorable year 
1745? They were then indefatigable in 
warning the people to beware oi Popery ^ a 
religion, falfly fo called, which has often 
deluged Europe in blood, and had at that 
time for its objeft, the baniftiment of our 
good old king and his family, and the ruin 
of our free conftitution. 

What alteration has Popery undergone 
fince? The Pope rermxns Jiill fupr erne, the 
priejlhood IS the fame, and the people arc 
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as faft held in delujion and obedience diS ever; 
yet becaufe the court and its dependents 
have thought proper to patronize Popery, 
the bifhops»and the clergy are Jtlent ; and 
that religion, which not forty years ago, 
excited every horror in the people, without 
the leaft alteration in any one of its tenets, 
we are now perfuaded to believe is perfeftly 
harmlefs,* and deferving our countenance 
and fupport : an impofition this, which 
may produce the moft metancholy confe-» 
quences. 

We already hearof Popifti fchools being 
opened to teach the children of the poor 
gratis; and of priefts andjefuits publickly 

pro* 



• A reverend author, fpeaking on this fubjcft fays, " That 
|«mc dreadful judgment of God upon the world, which hai 
left fo great a part of Europe to the abominations of Po- 
pery, has, I believe, permitted fo many foolifh Protc 
Ih^nts to think fo favourably of Popery as^ they now do — 
Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do,'* 
Luke xxiir. ^4. 
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jprofelyting the people to that fyfiem which 
lupplants moral honefty in the world, and 
which tends to fubvcrt the peace and order 
of fociety : and what may not be the un- 
happy iffue ? I fear. Sir, it will terminate 
in the defpotifm of the prince, and they&iir- 
ry of the people. 

^ Thofe numerous Prote/larJs who are now 
applying to this houfe, entertain the fame 
apprehenfions, and they are difcharging 
their duty to themfelves and their poftcrity 
in befecching us to take a ferious review of 
the late AS in favour of the Papiib ; and 
to relieve the minds of thofe panicularly, 
who are under fcruples, refpefting the oath 
of fuprcmacy. Although, Sir, through the 
baneful influence of the crown, the former 
petitions have been Jpumed at, and traTn^ 
pled upon, I yet hope, the Houfe will com- 
ply with the prayer ofthefe petitions with- 
out delays not only, UH the multitude lately 
Xx at 



at our doors, but tht people at large* fliouldf 
fuJp-eElj that under the f^ecious maik of 
moderation and teridernefs for the' Papifts, 
we have a dejign to facrifice the valuable 
inheritance purchafed with the blood of our 
anceftors, and they^a^n^ of the Protejlant 
Religion to the fhrine of Popery. 

Thefe, Sir, are my fentiments, which afrc 
founded upon the moft unequivocal oF all 
arguments, thofe of obfertatibrt and eXpe* 



rience.'* 



Thaft the Psrpifh in the country go 
publicly to High mafsf, cannot bedoubtfed^ 
ifi^^cbeliieve the folfoMritig lines, written hf 
a perfon who conftclntly attends tfc Ghtirirfr 
of England; 

' *' Asf I wa$ walking one Sunda]^ mormrigi 
(fays he,) thfotigh a fmali village, I fjtw a^ 
number bf wdt-dfeflfed pebple flocking in 
at"a large door way, w!li6h I fuppofed was 

the 
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the way to feme place ofworftiip: a^ccorci- 
uigly, I went to fee, and went thrpugh a 
long crooked paflage, which had feveral 
fmall rooGois on one fide : at entering the 
place of warlhip, the people dipped the 
finger of their right hand in water, marked 
their foreheads, and made their obedience 
toward the eail ; then fell pn their knees, 
and continued in private prayer, perhaps, 
eight or ten minxes, when the prieft ap- 
peared in his white furplicc, and began the 
public fcrvice in La,tin, then read fourteen 
verfes of §t. John^s gpfpel, and gave the 
people ^n e;chorta,tio.n ip J£ngli(h, which 
was fu pernor tp fome ferrnons I have heard 
^n the Church pf England ; and fome part of 
their wor^ip was nearly the fame. I was 
^loioft tempted to join in worfliip with 
them (little thinking they were worfhipping 
the Virgin Mary inftead of God) as they 
yrere the devputeH congregation I ever faw } 
nofmiling nor whifperin^g there 5 and when 

t) 
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the pricfl; was filent, the people fcnt in their 
ejaculations on their bended knees. But I 
turned my face to the wall, and faid, O 
Lord, deliver me from the evil of this place 
and graat that I may fee the difference be- 
tween truth and error. 

In the time of high mafs, a bell was rung 
a great many times, when the people fmotc 
their breads, and kneeled down. 

I was determined not to receive the mark 
of the Betijl, nor bow the knee to human 
inventions^ but I was afraid when the bell 
rung fo often, and a lufty fierce young 
man came and took the door in his hand, 
and feemcd to look difpleafed, which put 
me in mind of a young lady in the monaflery 
of Arragon. 

There feemed a vaft number of rooms 
about the place, i faw a few piftures, and 

two 
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twolights burning (at noon-day) over which 
Mas written in letters like gold, I H S, that 
is the three firft letters of Jefus in Greek, 
the fame as remains on fome pulpit cloths 
to this day, which is not fo abfurd as the 
organ ; for that is not Chriftian but Jewifti 
. worfhip. When the temple was built at 
Jerufalem, God was faid to place his name 
there, and in fome of the churches of En- 
gland, there is written H IH ^*but i^ others 
there is the king's arms : and indeed, in one 
of the Engliftt churches, in the top of the 
window over the communion table, I faw a 
dove, with rays of glory round its head.' 
Now I (hould be glad to know, if that be 
an image of the Holy Ghoft, or not. 

One of the worfliippers who fat near mc 
at high mafs, told me where to buy a new 
mafs book in Englifti and Latin, which I 
accordingly did, and by carefully comparing 
it with the Common Prayer book, I not only 

found 
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found a great likenefs, hut fame part of in 
the fame, word for word, cfpecially the 
Creeds : which makes me now think the 
Church of England b not enough reformed 
from Popery^ though it does not yfoxfhi^ 
faints, nor pay divine Jionours to Maliuzziw 
or the Virgin Mary, as the Church of Rome 
does." 

. Arius -denied t^ie divinity of Chrift in the 
fourth century, and Pelagius fct up free-will 
in the fifth : thefe two things arc. the origin 
Qf Popery, namely;,, degrading of Chrilb 
andfctting up the creature. 

On Saturday, the 8th of July^ 1780, W^ 
Majefty went to the houfe of Peers, gave 
his Affent to fuch bills as were ready, aud 
prorogued the Parliament to the next fcf- 
fions. 

^' Parliament is jgone ! and done what no 

par- 
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parliament ever did before, and it is to be 
hoped, will never do again, gone and left 
us under martial or military law ; at leaft, 
under military government, or what is ftill 
worfe, fomething undefined and unknown 
in this country : and this without any inva- 
ding army, or invafion threatened or ap* 
prehended nearfo much as laft year! Eve- 
ry intelligent man looks at his fellow, and 
fays, " Where is our conftitution ? What 
is it ? Are we yet in pofleflion of it ? Or 
have we furrendered it up infenCbly ? Or 
have minifteis borrowed the conflitution, to 
reftore it at their will and pleafure ?" 

Thefe arc ferious, folemn, awful quef- 
tions, which every rational, found patriot, 
ought to put to himfelf, and inveftigate: 
Everyman ought now to {land upon his* 
watch tower, and watch the motions of all 
adiors on the public ftage, to be ready to 
defend the coti&itntional liberty of thtt 

libmd 
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Ifland, the favourable feat of freedom, and 
all its fmiling train, to hand it down to po- 
fterity entire and undiminiftied, as our 
forefathers have tranfmitted them to us." 

On the 9th of Auguft, the combined 
fleets of France and Spain took fifty-two 
fail of Englifh mcrchant-fhips bound to the 
Eaft and Weft-Indies, 

On Friday, the firft of September, his 
Majefty went to the Houfe of Peers, and 
diffolved the Parliament, which gave the 
people an opportunity to eleft fuch perfons 
as they thought proper to reprefent tliem 
in parliament : If they did not eleft fuch 
perfons when they had an opportunity, they 
muft blame themfelves for it, notwithftand- 
ing the hazard they may run in doing it. 

Major Andre was taken as a fpy in the 
American camp^ and hanged on the 2d of 

Oaobcr 
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Oftober. General Arnold came over to 
the king's army, and thought to have 
brought with him fix thoufand of his men, 
and to have deftroyed General Wafliing- 
ton*s camp^ but he was greatly difappointed, 
having narrowly efcaped with his life. 

On the 20th of December, his Majefty, 
with the advice of his privy council, orde* 
red general reprifals and letters of Marque 
to be granted againft the ftiips, goods, and 
fubjefts of the States-General of the United 
Provinces of Holland, for not afting agree- 
able to their treaty, concluded at Weft* 
minfter, on the 3d of March^ 16'jS, 

As our late difturbances'were qn religious 
as well as civil affairs, I Ihail take^ a few 
quotatipns from a learned divine of the 
Church of England, who had great know-^ 
Jcdge of civil law, as well as divinity, 

Yy the 
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'' Th^ religioii profeffed by Proteftants 
teaches, that the Sop of Go4, when he left 
this world to go to his father, proiDifed to 
fend down the Spirit of Truth, by which 
he would be for ever prefent with his church, 
that is, ^11 that is faved by CHRIST, the 
whole body offincere believers, who are all 
made of partakers of that one fpirit. 

And th^t this is not a promife to the 
clergy, exclufive of the laity ; but that alL 
both laity aod clergy, have an equal rightto 
the promife pf their Saviour, to fend unto, 
them that *f fpirit of truth^ that fbould 
guide them into aU truth ; and their part 
in that prayer he made to his Father, John 
xvii. 20^ not fpr his difciples only of thefc 
days, and the men of that generation, " but 
for all them as fliould hereafter believe oa 
him through their word," th,e promife being 
made *• to them that were nigh^ and to. 
them that were afar off, to us and to our 

children^ 
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ctildren, feven is many as the Lord oiir 
God fhall call. 

That the mvitiation made by Chrift, is 
W?tfiout diftinftion to every one '' to feck 
and they fliall find, to afkaad they fhall, 
receive" the HOLY SPIRIT, which their 
heavenry father will give them that aflc 
him. 

So' thit, K^vmg the WoW of God in the 
fcriptures Far. their outward rufe, and the 
SPIRIT of GOD* cnlightning theii- hearts 

for 



Mn Hcrvcy and Dr. Southwell fay, Every Chriflian fliould 
confider his body as the temple of the Holy Ghoft, and that 
if we are real and. not nominal ChrifUans, the God of glory 
dwells in us by his holy Spirit. Would men confider thiS| 
who pique thcmfelves on being the pureft church in Chriflcn- 
>dom, furely they would not be guilty of fiich unclean adlionj 
as they arc,' I ltnc>v "a married mail, who boaftcd nuuh of 

belonging 
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for their inner rule, they have every one 
the means of falvation nigh unto them. 

But the word is nigh unto us, even in 

our 



belonging to the Church of England, and a little of commlf 
ting adultery with two women in one day. 

This proves the truth of Dr. Southwell's afTertion, namely^ 
that thofe whp have zpoft seligion in their mouths have lead 
in their condu6t, and i^one at all in their hearts. << Heaven 
w6uld be hell to a perfon who had never relifhed the fwectt 
of the gofpel ; and it is certain, that no man can be happy 
herieafter, who does not love God, and obey the gofpel whils 
in this life.** 

Yet all thofe who would live godly in Chrift Jefus will bf 
oppofed by the malice of men^ the devil, or their own luft i 
and, fays Mr. Hervey, " If any, in imitation of the firft be- 
lievers, and the firft preachers, are alive to God, and zealoui 
for the Lord of Hofts; thefe perfons, infkead of being encou- 
raged are oppofed ; inftead of being edeemed arc reproached i 
are deemed, thd diflurbers of fociety : the men that would turn 
the world upfide down. A£b xxvii. 6. And are a dcriftot 
and a bye-word among their neighbour^'* 
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our mouths; and in our hearts ; fo nigh, 
that the captive in the dungeon, and the 
forlorn one in retirement may know it as 
well as the prince, or the moft learned of 
the earth ; and it is neceffary it fliould be 
fo, fince all fouls are equally precious^ be- 
ing bought with the fame price, and every 
man muft give an account of himfelf to 
God, and. Ihall be favcd by his pwn faith, 
andnot by that of another- 

In thcfe refpe6ls the Proteftants are upon 
a better foundation than the Papifts, and ^ 
tread in a more even and fteady path: 
whereas the Papifts going afide from fcrip- 
ture, and taking in tradition as a fubftitute 
to the fcriptures, are upon a moft uncertain 
andunfteady foundation, refting themfelves 
upon human teftimony, human authority, 
and human infallibility. , . - .. 

«' While the Papifts are taught to rely 

upon 
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upon other helps §ot rftfercy, befides the 
fakh of Ghrrffi, atfd the trnfeigfied fruits of 
it irt right-coufnefs And tittc holmefs, they 
mafy weafy thcmfefves ^ith pi}grirrt2tgts and' 
penances, worlte of fir^erora^atibn*, and 
exhauft their pttries^ in putcliiafing indul- 
gences/ relics arid mafles. 

• What tKen ca^ fudi st train of mediat^i 
miniftcr, but deftru'6iion in'ffead of qdtnfort 
to the fupplicant. Certain then it \s, not- 
Withftanding all prejudices to the cc)iatTaty, 
tl^atthe Pioteftants jatfe ohHhe finlgr fide in* 
this particular, in! thit they haVe ' the fcrip- 
turfcs ro-aflhre theffi, thai: yf any manjn,' 
zb&kctve an advoce^e^ with the father, Jefus • 
CKfifl'the nght^ou^, dndf th^ theprd^ 

pi^uti&rtfor th'eirjin^f^^ ' ; '• ' • 

" Nor need they feA a' bettbr patrdii* 
than he that hath loved them, aud hath 
ijjajHed^ih&pn/frviri their Jim in His bl6ad\'' 
:- The 
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7% l^pman Gat^olicj admil; 5txid embrace 
9ipo{^lical and eccledadical traditions, and 
the reft of the obferyances and conftitutions 
pf the faipe church* The holy fcriptures 
fay, WJiy do ye alfo tranfgrefs the covimand^ 
mentsqfGod iyyour traditions ?" Matt. xv# 
3,9, &c. 

^' That they profefs the body aad blood, 
together with the foul and divinity of our 
Lord Jcfus Chrift, arc truly, really, and 
f^bftantially, in the moft holy facran3ient o£ 
the Lord's fupper; ^and that the whole 
fubilance of the bread is turned into the 
body ; and the whole fubftance of the wine 
is turned into the blood, which chan^ 
they call tranfubftantiation." 

But how^ can a few wafers, bpugJht at a 
(hop, be turned into the very body of Chrift 
^hich is. in heaven, only by a Cew words 
of the prieft ? Chrift laid the bread was to 

bcf 
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be eat in remembrance of him , and of the 
wine he faid, This cup is the New Tejlament 
in my blood : this do ye, as often as ye eat 
it in remembrance of me. For as often as 
ye eat this bread j and drink this cup, ye do 
Jhew forth the Lord's death till he come.** i 
Cor. xi. 23, &c. 

The Papifts fay, purgatory -'is a certain 
place, in which, as a prifon after death, 
thofe fouls are purged, which in this life 
were not fully cleanfed, fo that being puri- 
fied, they may \>t able to enter into heaven. 
The fcriptures fay. If we confefs tmr fns^ 
he is faithful atidjujl to forgive us our fins, 
and to cle'anfe us from all unrighteoufnefs, 
1 John i. 9. Blejfed are the dead which die 
in the Lord, from henceforth : for they reft 
from their labour. Rev. xiv. 

They hold it to be good to fay prayers in 
Latin, but the apoftle Paul fays, / had 

rather 
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rather /peak five words with my underfiandr 
ing, than ten thottfand wards in an unknown 
tpngtce, &c. 

" They aflert, that the image of the 
Virgin Mary, and other faint? ought to be 
retained ; and that due honour and venera- 
tion is to be paid to them. Whereas the 
fcriptures fay. Turn ye not unto idols, vor 
make yourf elves molten gods : lam the LORD, 
your God. Lev. xix. 4. 

The Papifts alfo hold, that hcrctici; ffor 
fo they call the Proteftants) may not be 
termed children or kindred. And a$ foon 
as a king becomes a (proteflant) heretic, 
his fubjefts are forthwith freed from their 
allegiance. 

The Roman Catholics aflert, that the 
fcriptures ought not to be read publicly in 
the vulgar tongue. To allow the people in 

Z z genera If 



« 
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general, fay they, to read them, is to 
give that which is holy unto dogs, and to 
cafl pearl before fwine. But the fcriptures 
fay, From a child, hajl thou, (Timothy) 
known the fcriptures, which are able to make 
thee wife unto falvation through faith, which 
is in Chrijt Jfus. 

" Nothing (fays a reverend author,) can 
be Tpore plain, than that the members of 
the Church of Rome can give no reafonable 
fecu^ity to any government of their alle- 
giance or peaceable behaviour. Therefore, 
they ought not to be tolerated by any go- 
vernment, Proteftant, Mahometan, or Pa- 
gan. 

You may fay, *' Nay, but they will take 
an oath of allegiance." True; five hun- 
dred oaths ; but the maxim, " No faith is 
to be kept with heretics," fweeps them all 
>«iway as a fpidcr's web. 

'' Thofc 
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** Thofe who acknowledge the fpiritual 
power of the Pope can give no fecurity for 
their allegiance : fince they believe the Pope 
can pardon rebellions, high treafon, and 
all other fins whatever.* 

Oaths and promifes are none : they arq 

light as air; a difpenfation makes them all 

null and void. Nay, not only the Pope, 

but even a prieft, has power to pardon 

Jinsl 

This is an eflential doftrine of the Church 
of Rome. But they that acknowledge this 
cannot poffibly give any fecurity for their 
allegiance to any government. 

Oaths 



• Cromwell told King Henry VIII. that while the clergy 
took the oath of the Pope, they could not be loyal to him ; 
and under fuch circumflances, he was no more than half a 
king. The ting believed it, and font Cromwell to the cor.- 
vocalion: the clergy being fclf condemned- fend a'prrfcn* 
to the jsii:^ cf 228.S40 ]M>unds« 
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Oaths are no fecurity at all ; for the 
prieft can pardon both perjury and high- 
treafon. It is plain, therefore, upon prin- 
ciples of reafon, no government ought lo 
tolerate men, who can give no fecurity to 
that government for their allegiance and 
peaceable behaviour. 

JBut this no Romanift can do, not only 
vhile he holds, that *^ No faith is to be kept 
with heretics," bnt fo long as he acknow- 
ledges either prieftly abfolution^ or the j^t- 
.power of the Pope/* 

As an inftance what danger might arife 
from power being vefted in Roman Catbo^ 
iics, the famfe writer fays, ^^Some time fince 
a Romilh prieft came to a woman I kaew ; 
and after talking with her largely^ broke 
but, " you are no heretic ! you have the 
experience of a real Chriflian !" '/ And 
^would .you,'* flie afecd, " burn me alive ?" 

. He 



JECCLESLASnCAL KISTOllY. ^ 

He faid, " Gad foifoid ! — unlefs it were for 

the goad of the chnrch. Now what fe- 

curity could flie have had for her life, if 
it had depended on that man ? The good 
'i^f the church would Inive burft all the ties 
of truth, juilice, and mercy ; efpecially. 
when feeonded by the ahiblution of a prieft^ 
Or (if need were) a papal pardon." 

*' Qi Popifh bigotry, Proteftants take heed; 
Your ruin's fix'd, if they to pow'r fucceed ; 
Their cruel^ bloody Icenes they'll a6l once 

more. 
And (Ireets again fhall dream w^ith martyr^s 

gore- 
Wherever Romi(h fuperftitions reign, 
Reafon (hall fpeak, and nature plead invain; 
Zealots (hall perpetrate each barb'rous talk^ 
While priefls turn butchers in religion's 

made : 
The reeking dagger, and confuming fiie. 
The groaning gibbet, and the fcourging wire: ^ 

Tbe 
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The dreadful rack to terrify the frail. 
The tort'ring pincers, nature to aflail. 
Of Proteftants fiiall be the certain dowV, 
Wherever Popifli faftions rife in powV- 
The innocent, who truth's bright tenets 

own^ 
Shall die by malice, or by tortures groan. 
Think on the maflacres of which you've 

read, 
Think on the murders of the mangled dead. 
Then think, if ever Popery bears the fway. 
Such bloody fcenes again (hall face the day. 



.^v 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



I Have now only given a fkctch of the 
moft material tranfaftions from the be- 
ginning of the world to the birth of Chrift, 
a fpace of 3934 years, but alfo from the 
birth of Chrift to the beginning of the year 
1781, amounting in the whole to 5715* 
years. 

If we may judge of what is to come by 
what is paft, a moft dreadful profpeft pre. 
fents itfelf to our view: but we ought to be 
extremely cautious in afferting what is to 
come. 

Man 



♦ The Jews reckon this to be the 554111 year from tl\e ^ 
Creation. 
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Man of himfelf is grofly ignorant, ancj 
Cannot know what things are to come to 
pafs ; but God out of his infinite goodneft 
has been plcafed to reveal his will to mea 
by his fervants the prophets, who prophe-? 
(ied what was to take place in the worl4 
many centuries before it came to pafs. 

When Daniel was in captivity, he knew 
by the prophecy of Jeremiah,* when the 
captivity would be at an end : and when 
Herod afl^ed the fanhedrim, where the Mef- 
fiah v:as to be born, they told him in Judea, 
which was certainly true. 

After Chrift had fuffered on the crofs for 
the fins of the people, and afcended^ up to 
heaven, he fent down the Holy Ghoft, who 
infpired the apoIUes, and taught them what 
things they were to write concerning the 
^ chuirch 



♦ Jcr, XXV, vt. %<:.c -aWo Id* xliv. 28» 
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Church ofChrift: lyvwhkh means God 
has been gracioufly pleafed to icveal his 
will to poor finners. 

Many of the predi^ons in the Revda* 
tionof St. John has already been lulfilled 
in the deftni^lion of the Roman Empire, 
and in the abominable errors prept ix^to 
the Church* 

But there are many prophecies in the 
Revelation of St, John, which are not 
yet fulfilled : and they have been lately 
much ftudied by many learned divines. 
One of whom favs, bv the two witnefles 
mentioned,* he underftands the Proteftant 
Church in the weft a witnefs againft popery, 
and the Greek Chunchf in the E;^ a wit* 
nefs againft Mahometanifnu 

3 A The 

I I u - J I . ... . > ■■ • 

^ Rev. kL 5. ^ 

-I In the eighth and ninth centuries, the emperors of the 
Greek church rcfcnutcly protcded againft worfiupping of 
images. 
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The fame author expeds, that the con* 
vcrfian qf the Jews >vill begin A. D. 1816, 
and the two witnefies (lain by the beaji of 
Rome in 1862 ; will be raifed again i866. 

The fame year aij earthquake at |lpme cjc- 
ftroys feven hundr^cjlhoufand of their nqbi^ 
lity and gentry* The Jate Pr. Southwell 
thought the time was not far off when this 
earthquake would take place. A learned 
divine, who has ftudicd miieh on tfee fubjeft 
has aflcrterf the follQwing linej^ 

The feventh Trumpet foiiiidUi A- P- 
1866, the Jews return to their own land, 
the Church puts off her fackcloth ^d is 
clothed with the Sun, the converfio© of the - 
Gentiles begins, Mahometans become Papal 
Chriftians, and the Roman beaft becomes 
a dragon. The grand Seignior calls hrnir 
felf «!fec apoftle of Chrift, A. D, 187a ; eur 
jjiers upon his full reign with the firll beaft, 

A. D. 18825. 
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A. D. 1882 ; ati4 goes to work miracles 
before him it Rome^ A. D. i886* 

The beaft^s wound in one of l;iis heads is 
completely healed; and the tthurch fleei 
probably ittto the wildernefs of America, 
a: D. 1886. 

Th* wiiic-prfefs trodden without the city 
of Rome, A. D. 1926* A temple built at 
Jerufalem, A- D. 1936. The feven vials 
darken and almoft defttoy the Pope's king* 
dom from A. D. 1936^ tcr:r 942* The ten 
horns of the beaft begin to hate the whore^ 
and bum her trith fite, A. D- 1942. 

The millennium begins A. D. 2016* 
Some unknown glorious event to the church 
A. D* 2091. The millennium ends, A. D. 
5016, (wheen Satan will be permitted to af* 
fault the righteous for the trial of thcivJimtiJ^ 
which he will in fome meafure, even, in tlsyqj 

milleniuiii^ 
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millenxum* The world ends and judgment 
begins A. D. 3125, The judging of the 
Hghteous ends^ and all the wicked are 
raifed, A. D. 3200. - The judging of the 
wicked ends ; and faints and finners are re« 
moved to heaven or hell^ A* D. 3351** 

This feems to be placing the day of judg- 
tiieht a great way off^ but the day of death 
is as the day of judgment to us^ for as death 
leaves us. Judgment will find us, without 
being any fitter for heaven than when he 
died; 

in the iwenty-fecond chapter of the 

Revelation, ver. lo. it is faid. Seal not the 

faying of the prophecy of this book : for the 

time is at hand. " The meaning is, (fays 

Dn 



V^ See Mr. Reader's ijemarks on the prophetic part of the 
^•■^welatibn. Sold at J; Buckland^^i Patcr-nbftcr-Rbt^f 
libhdoti; 
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i)r. Southwell) that men were to look for 
the fecond coming of Chrift, and be always 
prepared fpr that event, in the fame man- 
ner as if it had been to take place the next 
day* , And ver. ii, tis faid. He that is un^ 
jujty let him he unjufijlill. ^* The meaning 
is, that fome perfons would be fo hardened 
in wickednefs, that all exhortations would 
be thrown away upon them. Indeed, the 
words have fomething in them terrible to 
iinners, and the perufal of them made St* 
Auftin fay. There is a certain meafure of 
grace and fin, after which, God withdraweth 
himfelf." 

If I put off all thoughts of religion to a 
dying hour ; pray, I cannot ; 

^* Though inclination be as (harp as 'twill * 
My ftronger guilt defeats my ilrong intent,. 
And like a man to double bufinefs bound. J 

IftandT 
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. I ftand in paufc where fhall I firft begirt, 
And both negleft. 

-^-^O wretched ftatc ! O bofoitt blaCk as 
death ! 

limed foul, that ftruggling td get frce^ 
Art more (engaged^*' 

" The name of religion may be acquired 
and the power may never be felt. Many 
perfons may attend to every commanded 
duty in a formal manner ; and in the end, 
Chrift may fay lihto them> Depart from me 

1 know ye not, ye workers of iniquity. Let 
this teach us to examine our hearts, that 
we may be found Chriftians in reality, and 
riot in name only." 

" All mankind by their fall loft fcommu- 

Aion with God, are undef his wrath, and 

curfe, and fo made liable to all themiferics 

.WtjjJys life, to death itfelf, and the pains 

Nghell for ever." 

And 
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Andjefus faid. Verily , verily I fay untQ 
thee, except /j Toan be born jcigain* he cannot 
fee the kingdom of God. John iii. 3. ** It is 
certain (f^ys Dr. Southwell) that when ^ 
perfon embraces the Chriftian religion \fy. 
faith and repentance, there is a total change 
in the whole of his conduft, and thofe vices 
which he imagined gave him plegifure, ap-: 

Pear odious to him, and he becomes dead 
tp ever}' thing that may be fuppofed Xo of- 
fend Go{l. ^ He is, in this manner, begotr 
ten to a lively hope, that Chrift is rifen 
froni the dead, and as all his aflLons take 
a new turn,' it may be juftly faid, that he 
has been bprn again. His nature appears 
as if it was renewed, becaufc, in the whole 
of his conduft he is a different man than 
before." 

And Mr. DodcJ fays. If a man is in 

Chr 




^Qr converted, as it is, faid in Matt, xviii. 3. 
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Chrift, he is a new creature ; and if he is 
not a new creature, he is not in Chrift ; and 
that notwithftanding all that Chrift has 
done and fufFered, therfc will be but few 
faved. 

If parents would inftruft their children 
in thefe things, it would be better than a 
thoufand laws to regulate th^ir conduft. 
And what a comfort it muft be to the pa- 
rent to have a child growing up tp be a wit» 
nefe for the deftruftivc errors of Popery, 
which (the Rev. Mr, Reader thinks) will in 
an hundred and eighty-one years from the 
prefent djay deftroy the Proteftant churches. 

If the children born in this day arc not 

made acquainted with thofe things, they 

may not only live to fee the event t^c 

^ place, but may themfelves be aftive in 

^^^icipftw>ying the churches of Chrift. 



Come, 
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Come, my fellow-finders, letTis fee whe^ 
ther we are witncffes fpr pr againft Gpd : 
jf the latter is the pafe, it is terrible indeed : 
Jxit it i$ better tJD examine into the cafe 
while ihen is a poffibility of having our 
hearts made ^tter, than to defer it to the 
4ay Cff de^h, wher^ ihfn^^ i§ Pfi hpp^ fpr 

h k the greateft bleflirig that God c^n 
beftow upon fipners to fend his minifters tp 
them, befeeching them to fbrftke their firts, 
and dcoept pf pardpA through thp ^lopd pf 

J^$/'-' '' '•• '^ 

It is related of St. John, that whea he re- 
turned to Smyrna, he enquired after a cer- 
%^n yt^ting man, 9tld found him 4io be the 
icapf ain pf a band of rpbberB* — — St, John 

hefted to him, r-^- — *pd f^id, " Fear 

not, there is yet hope pf falvation ; Lm^^ 

anfwe^ for thee to Chrift. I wilj die fQi 

3 B thee. 
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thee, as Chrift died for us all ; I will, if 
otcafion requires J give my life for thee. 

iSelievie me, it is Chrift himfelf that hath 
ftnt me."—: — The aftbniflicd robber — ^ran 
and embraced theapoftle, covering his right 
hand which had comrhitted murder. " St; 
John, however, told him, that if he fin- 
cerely repented, Chrift would pardon him . 
pointed cJiit feveral tfexts oTfcripture to con- 
firm what he faid, pi^ayed for hiai heartily, 
andevfett kifled his murdering hind, which 
he affured him would Jbe forgiven on his 
real penitence." ^us this captain and 
his companions became converts to the 
Chriftian faith. 

After this Ithanrier ought all' minifters oJF 
the gofpd to call finners to Chrift. To 
P^ew them that without repentancte they 
i.;^^^^ be faved. He that believetk and is 
f^^^^izedJJiall he faved; but he thatMievetk 
n$tjhallbe damned. Mark xvi. 16. 
■^ I muft 
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On the 5th of February, 1781^ Lord 
George Gordon was tried for high-trcafon 
and acquitted, 

I muft npw drop my pen, and look into 
my own heart : for though the world has- 
not looked on my crimes to be fo henious 
as the crimes of many people are, yet the 
leaft fin againft God is enough to fend a 
foul to hell ! 

*' Where fhall.I hide my blufhing face? 
So full of horror and difgrace : 
Or where a healing med'cine find ? 
To eafe the anguifti of my mind* 
Or is my ftony heart fo hard ? 
Or is my confcience fo much fear'd ? 
That I can't drdp a fingle tear. 
Thro' filial love or fervile fear. 
Should I to diftant lands repair. 
My evil heart attends me there ; 
Should I attempt to crofs the fea, 
From my ownfelf I cannot flee. 



:^ 
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Where (hall I go ? ^hat fhall I do ? 
Who fliall relieve my torment ? who ? 
If Jefus will not heal my wound. 
My place irj hell will foon be^ound. 
0id not the dear Redeemer Weed, 
To purchafe life for all his feed ? 
iS^id he not die upon the tree, 
To fave rebellious worms Vikfi me ? 
When wiiHhe Prtnce of Pe^ce defcend ? 
And b|d my cries and cpnflifts end, 
O for that happy, heavenly day. 
When Chrift Ihalll tafke my fin* away-^' 



F I N J S. 
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